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Bout the year 1764, fome EngKfli 
travellers in Italy, during one of their cx- 
curlions in the environs of Naples, happen- 
ed to flop before the portico of the Santa 
Maria del Piattfa^ a church belonging to 
a very ancient c€«ivent of the order of the 
Black Penitents. The magnificence of this 
portico, though impaired by time, excited 
fo much admiration, that the travellers 
•were curious to furvey the ftrufture to 
which it belonged, and with this intention 
they afcended the marble fteps that led to 

it- 
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within the fhade'of the portico, a perfon 
vnth folded arms, and eyes directed to* 
wards the ground, was pacing behind the 
pillars the whole extent of the pavement, 
and was apparently fo engaged by his own 
thoughts, as not to obferve that ftrangers 
were approaching. He turned, however, 
fuddenly, as if ftartled by the found of 
fieps, and then, without further paufing, 
glided to a door that opened into the 
"^ 4:burcii,. and 'difappeared. 

There' was fomething too extraordinary 
in the figure of this man, and too Angular 
in his conduct, to pafs unnoticed by the 
vifitors. He was of a tall thin figure, 
balding forward from the ihoulders ; of n 
fallow complexion, and harfh featutes, and 
had an eye, which, as it looked up from 
the cloke that muffled the low^ part of hit 
countenance, feemed expreffive of unconi>- 
moH ferocity. 

The travellers, on entering the church, 
looked round for the flranger, who had 

paffed 
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pafied thither before them, but he was no 
where to be feen, and, through all the ihadc 
of the long aifles, only one other perfon ap* 
peared. This was a friar of the adjommg con*^ 
vent, who fometimes pointed out to Grangers 
the obje£l8 in the church, which were moft 
worthy of attention, and who now, with this 
defign, approached the party that had jufli 
entered^ * 

The interior of this edifice had nothing; 
of the Ihewy ornament and gisneral ijdenv 
dor, which diftinguifh the churches.. of 
Italy, and particularly thofe of Naples ; but 
it exhibited a fimplicity and grandeur of 
defign, cOnfiderably more interefting - to 
perfons of tafte,. and a foleranity of light 
and fhade much more fuitable ta promote 
&e>iublime elevation of devotion* 

When the. party had viewed the dSSerent 
ftrinea.and whatever had been. judged 
worthy of obfervation, and wer$ . setum&ig 
through an. obfcure *aifle towards; the por- 
tico,, they perceived the per&ft^who had 
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appealed upon the tteps, pzBmg towatds 
a coafeffional on the left, and, as he entered 
ft, one, of the party pointed him out to the 
friar, and enquired who he was j the friar 
turning to look after him, did iK>t imme- 
diately reply, but, on the queition b&ng 
repeated, he inclined his head, as in a kmd 
of dbeifattice, and cahnly replied, " He is 
an afTailin/' 

*^ An'afeffin!" ei^daimed one of the 
EnglHhraen ; «^ m aflkffin and at liberty !** 

An Italian gentleman, who was of tiic 
party, imiled at the aftoniihment cf his 
fnend« 

^ " He has fought fanQ:uary here,*' re^ 
pfied the fnar; <^ within thefe walls he may 
not be httit/* 

** Do your altars, then, proteft the mur. 
derer ?" faid the Engliihman. 

*' He could £nd ftdter no where elfe,** 
aoifwered the friar meekly* 

^ This is aftoniflungr £ud the £ng. 
UMttn ; ^ of what avsuil are your laws^ 

Q if 
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tf the tioft ^Km>cious crinsml may thus 
fyidAsda^ from dieoi ? Bi&t how doe^ hk 
xrontrhre to ^^ here ! He is, at leaft, in 
danger of bcmgftarvedr 

*' Pardon me," replied the friar; ^^ there 
tte altrays people "v^lMhg to ai£ft ' thofe. 
Who cannot affift themfelves ; and as the 
criminal may not leave the church in 
fearch of food> they bring it to him 

«' I^thispoffibleP'fakltheEngiahiii&n, 
tummg t5 hi6 ita^Mi JEriend. • 

^ Why, die poor wretch muft ndt 
ftarve,'* replied die fnend; ^ which he 
inevitably would do, if food were not 
lirbugfat to taml But have you neVer, 
iince your arrival in Italy, haf^ned to iee 
a perfon in the fitoation of this man? 
It is by no means aai uncommon one.** 
. ^ Never P' aafwered the Enghlhman, 
^* and I can Icarcely aedit what I fee 
now r* 

«Why, 
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^« Why, my friend/' obferved the Ita- 
lian, " if we were to Ihew no mercy to 
fuch unfortunate perfons, affaiTmatiohs are 
fo frequent, that our cities would be half 
depopulated." 

In notice of this profound remark, the, 
Engliflunan could only gravely bow. 

*' But obferve yonder confeffional,** 
added the Italian^ ^< that beyond the pillaiES 
on the left of the aifle, below a painted 
window. Have you difcovered it ? The 
colours of the glafs throw, inftead of %hti 
a fliade over that part oT the church, whkrh, 
perhaps, prevents your diftinguiflung what 

I mean !'* 

J' 

The Englishman looked whither hit 
iriend pointed, and obferved a confeffional 
of oak» or fome very dark wood, adjoining 
the wall, and remarked alfo, that it was the 
iame, which the aflaffin had juft entered* 
It confifted.of three compartments, covered 
with a black canopy* In the central diyiiioii 
was the chair of die confefibr, ^evated by 

feveraL 
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feveral (leps above the pavement of the 
church } and on either, hand was a fmali 
clofet^ or box, with fteps leading up to a 
grated partition, at which the penitent 
/night kneel, and, concealed from oWferva^ 
don, pour into the ear of the confeflbr, the 
confcioulhefs of crimes diat lay heavy on 
his heart. 

" You obfare it ?** faid the Italian. 

« I do,*' repKed the EngliOmian ; " it 
is the fame, which the aflfafEn has pafled into$ 
and I think it <Hie of the mofl gloomy fpots 
I ever beheld ; the view of it is enough to 
ftrike a criminal with defpair I" 

*• W^ in Italy, aii not fo apt to def» 
pair,'* replied the Italian fmilingly. 

" Well, but what of this coa&fliDMl ?** 
.enquired the EngKihman. *< llie affitffi^ 
entered itJ'* 

"He has no relation, widb what I am about 
to mentionV laid the Italian j " but I wifli 
you to mark the phice, becaufe fome l^ery 
extraordinary circuniilances belong to it.'* 

« What 



( « ) 

«* What arc they?'* Cud the Engliilt- 
man. 

*^ It is now feveral yestfs fince the coirfef- 
fion, which is cdnneded with them, was made 
at that very confeffional/' added the Italian ^ 
** the view of it, and the fight of this aflaflin, 
with your furprize at the liberty which is 
allowed him, led me to a recoUedion of the 
ftory. When yoU return to the hotel, I 
will communicate it to you,, if you have no 
pleafanter way of engaging your time. 

** I have a curiofity to hear it," replied 
the Englilhman, « cannot you relate it 
now ?'' 

** It is much too long to be related now ^ 
that would occupy a week ; I have it ia 
writing, and vnll fend you the volume. A 
young ftudent of Padua, who happened to 
be at Naples foon after this horrible confet 
fioii became public" 

. ^ Pardon me," interrupted the Engliib* 
man, *^ that is furely very extraordinary ? 
I thought -confeilions were always held 

facred 



t » ) 

fecicd by the prieft, to Mthom they mxt 

made" 

*« Your obfisrvadon is reafohable,** te- 

joinedthe Italian ; " the faith of the prieft is 
never broken, except by an efpedal com- 
mand from an higher power ; and the cir^^ 
cutnftances muft even then be very extraor- 
dinary to juftify foch a departure from the 
law. But, when you- read the narrative, 
your furprife on this head will ceafe. I 
was going to tell you, that it was written by 
a ftudent of Padua, who, happening to he 
here foon after tb^ afiair became public, was 
fo much ftruck \dth the fads, that, partly 
as an exerdfe, and partly in return for fome 
trifling fervices I had rendered him, he com- 
mitted them to paper for me. You will per- 
ceive from the work, that this ftudent was 
very young, as to the arts of compofition, 
buttke fads are what you require, and from 
thefe he has not deviate4» But come, let 
4IS leave the church*'^ 

^ After 
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>^ Ah& I-harc taken another Tiew of thU 
folemn edifice/' 'replied the £nglilhittan» 
^ aiid particularly of the con&ffional jo\x 
h^ve pointed to my notice,!*' 
^ WMle the Engliflunan glanced his eye 
over the high roofs, dsxd along die folenui 
peripe£tiyes of the Santa del Pianto, he peri 
ceived the £gureof the aflklfin. dealing froin 
the con&ifional acrofs the c^oir, and; ihock« 
ed on agaih beholding him, he turned his 
eyes^and haftily quitted the church* 

The friends then feparated, and the 
EnglHhnian^ foon aftei; returning to hi$ 
hotel, received the volume He read as 
follows: 
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<< What ts ^18 fecrfit fin ; this untold talCf 
That art cannot extract nor penance deanfe ?'* 

• "MrsTEiiioas Moth ^n* 

IT was in the church of San Lorenzo at 
Naples, in the year 1758, that Vincentio di^ 
Vivaldi firft faw Eilena Rofalba. Thp 
fweetnefs and fipe expreflion of her voice at- 
trailed hie attenticai to her figure^which had 
a diftinguiflied air of delicacy and grace; but 
her face viras concealed in her veil* So much 
indeed was he iafcinat^d by the volce^ that a 
mod painful curiofity was excited as to her 
countenance, which he fancied muft exprefs 
all the fenfibility of charader that the mo« 
VOL. I. B dulatioa 
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dulation of her tones mdicated. He liften- 
ed to their exquifitjs ^preffion vnth a rapt 
attention, and hardly withdrew his eyes 
from her ))erfon dll the matin fervice had 

concluded ; when he obferved her leave the 

•* 

church with an aged lady, who leaned upon 
her arm, and who appeared to be her mo- 
ther. 

Vivaldi immediately followed their fteps, 
determined to obtain, if poflible, a view of 
EUena^s face,, and to difcover the home to 
vMch ihft Ikould retire. They walked 
quickly, looking neither to the right or 
left, and as they turned into the Strada 
^ Toledo he had nearly loft them ; but 
.quickening his pa^, and relinquilhing the 
cautious diftance-he had hitherto kept, he 
avettook them as itbey entered on the Tcr^ 
razko Ntiovo, which runs along the bay of 
'Naples, tod leads towards the Gran Corfo. 
He overtook them ; but the fair unknown 
ftill held her veil clofe, and he knew not 
Kcw to iatroduce himfelf to her notice, of 
to obtaan a view of the fieatures, which ex- 
cited 
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cited his curiofity. He was embarrafied by 
a refpe?lfut tinudity , that mingled vrfth ' Kfe 
adimration/ and which kept him (il^nt, no^ 
vithftanding his wifii to {peak. 

In defcending 'the -laft ftcpa of th^ Tet^ 
razzoj however; the foot of the elder lady 
Altered, and, while Vivafdi hafifsnedto affift 
her, the breeze from' the water eaught the 
veil, which Ellena had no longer a hand 
fufficiently difengaged to confine, and, waft- 
ing it partially afide, difclofed to him at coun- 
tenance more touchingly beautiful thah 
he had dared to image. Her features- were 
of the Grecian outline, and, though they 
expreffed the tranquillity of an elegaht 
mind, her dark blue eyes fparkled with iri- 
telligence. She was affifting her comp^ariibh 
fo anxfoufly, that Ihe did not immediately 
obferve the admiration ftie had' infpired^ 
but the moment her eyes met thofe of 
Vivaldi, fttc became confcious of their effeft, 
^and fhfe 'hiftily drew her veil. 

The 'bits lady was not materially hurt by 
her fall, biit, as &e walked difficultly, Vivaldi 
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feized the opportunity thus offered^ and 
infifted that fhe iheuld accept his ann. 
.She r^ufed this with many acknowkdg- 
^ ments ; but . he ^refied the oiFer £b repeat- 
edly and refpe£tfully, that, at length, (he 
-accicpted it, and they walked towards her 
re(idem!e together* 

On the way thither, he attempted to con- 
verfe with Ellena, but her replies were 
concife, and he arrived at the end of the 
jwaUc: while he was yet confideting what he 
could fay, that might interefl and withdraw 
her from this fevere referve. From the 
ftyle of their refidence, he imagined that 
they were pcrfons of honourable, but mo- 
derate independence. The houfe was fmall, 
but exhibited an air of comfort, and even 
of tafte. It flood on an eminence, fur- 
rounded by a garden and vineyards, which 
commanded the city and bay of yNaples^ an 
ever*moving picture, and was canopied by 
a thick grove of pines and tnajeftic date- 
trees; and,' though the little portico and 
colionade in front were of common marble, 

the 
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the ftyle of architeftur e was elegant. While 
they afforded a fheltev from the fun, they 
admitted the cooUng breezes that rofe from 
the bay below, and a profped of the whole 
fcope of its enchanting i&ores. 

Vivaldi flopped at the little gate, which 
led into the garden, where the elder lady 
repeated her acknowledgments for his qzie; 
but did not invite him to enter ; and he, 
trembling with anxiety and finking with 
difappointment, remained for a momeiit 
gazing upon EUena, unable to take leave, 
yet irrefolute what to fay that might prolong 
the mterview^ till the old lady again bade 
him good-day. He then fummoned cou^^ 
rage enough to requefl he might be allowed 
to enquire after her health, and, having 
obtained her permiffion, his eyes bade adieu 
to Elfena, who^ as they were parting, ven- 
tured to thank him for the care he had 
taken of her aunt. The foimd of her voice, 
and this acknowledgment of obligation, 
made him lefs willing to go than before, 
but. at length he tore himfelf away. The 
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bei^uty of her countenance haunting his 
imagination^ and th« touching accents df 
her voice ftill vibrating on his hearty he de« 
fcended to the fliore helow her refidon^^ 
pleafing himfeif with the confcioufhQ& of 
being ncar^ her, though he could no longer 
behold her ; and fometimes hoping that hi 
might again fee her, however diilaiitly, in 
a bjticony of the houfe, whfitns the filk 
ifn^mng feediefl to invite the breeze from 
the fea. He litigered hour after hour^ 
ftretched beneath the umbrageous pines 
that waved over the ihore,. or traverfiJigi 
r^gardlefs of the heat, the bafe of the.ctifis 
that crowned it i; recalling to hk ianqy the 
l^nchatitmtaf of her &d^^ and feenUng ftiH 
to liften to the f^efsmefs of her accents. 

In the dvenijig he returned to hb father's 
jmlace at Naples, tfadught{oL yet pleafed:^ 
ianxious yet happy ; dwelling: with •delights 
fiii hope an the rem^brance. of the thanks 
he had received from: EUena, yet not daring 
to form any* plan as to his future conduit, • 
Hq rettorn^d * time enough to attend his 
-: ; . mother 
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mother in h* evening ride on *the Corfoi 
where, in every gay carriage ^hat pafied, he 
hoped to fee the objeft of his conftant 
thought J but Ihe did not appear. ^ His 
mother, the Mar^chefa di VivaltU, obferved 
his a^ixiety and unufual fiience^ and afked 
him fome queftions, which ihe meant fl^uM 
lead to an explanation of the change in his 
maniieri; but his ;:epUea only ^dted a 
ftronger curiofity^.aiid, though (he forbore 
to prefs her enq^irifes^ it was probable that 
flite might employ a more art&l means of 
renewing them. > '^ . 

* Viocentio di Vivaldi was the only Ion of, 
\he Marchefe di Vivaldi, a nobleman of one 
of the moft ancient iamilies of the king^ 
dom of Kaples, a favourite poffefling anun- 
^ common fiiare of influence at Court, and a 
man (till higher in p0{wer than in rank% 
His pride of birth was equal to either, but 
it was mingled with ^e juftifiable pride of 
a principled mind ; it governed his condud 
.in morals as well as in the jealoufy of cere- 
monial diftin€tions, and elevated his prac- 
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tke as well as his claims. His pride was 
at once his vice and his virtue, his fafe- 
giuurd and his weaknefs. 

l*e mother of Vivaldi, dcfcendcd from 
a f^iinily as ancient as that of his father, 
was^ equally jealous of her importance ; but 
her pride was that of birth and diftinftion, 
without extending^ to morals* She was of 
violent paffions,, haughty, vindiftive, yet 
crafty and deceitful } patient in ftratagem, 
and indefatigable in purfuit of vengeance^ 
on the unhappy obje^s who provoked het 
TtkntXQjsnt. She loved her fon, rather as 
being, the laft of two illuftrious houfes, who 
was to re-unite and fupport the honour of 
^tfa, than with the fondnefs of a mother. 

Vincentio inherited much of the charao* 
ter of his father, and very litde of that of 
his mother. His pride was as noble and 
generous as that of the Marchefe ^ but he 
had fomewhat of the fiery paffiojte of the 
Marchefa, without any of her craft, her 
duplicity, or vindiftive thirft of revenge* 
Frank in his temper, ingenuous in his fea- 

timents^ 
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timents, quickly offended, but eafily ap« 
peafed ; irritated by any appearance of dif« 
refped, but melted by a concd&OQ, a high 
fenfe of honor rendered him no more jealous 
of offence, than a delicate humanity made 
him ready for recondlbition, and anxious 
to fpare the feelings of others. 

On the day following that, on which 
he had feeil.Ellena, he returned to the villa 
Altieri, to ufe the permiiBon granted him 
of enquiring after the health of Signora 
Bianchi. The expeftation of feeing EUena. 
agitated him with impatient joy and trem-' 
bling hope, which ftill encreafed as he ap- 
proached her pefidence, till, having reached 
the gardea-gate, he Was obliged to reft for 
a few mdments to recover breath and comr 
pofure. 

Having announced himfelf to an 0I4 
female fervant, who came to the gate,, he 
was foon aftg- admitted to a fmall veftibulq, 
Whe^e he found Signotra Bianchi, winding 
balls of filk, and alone; thdugh from, the 
poiition of a chair which ftood near a frame 
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for embroidery, he judged that EUeria had 
but juft quitted the apartment, Signora 
Bi^nchi received him with a referred polite* 
ftcfe, and feemed very cautious in her re* 
jplies^ to. im enquiries after her niece, who, 
he hoped) every moment, would appear. 
He lengthened his vifit till there was no 
longer an excufe for doing fo ; till he had'ex- 
haufted every topic of converfation, and till 
fhe fitence of Signora Bianchi feemed to 
feint, that his departure was expefted. With 
Z heart faddened by difappointment, and 
having obtained only a reluftant permit 
•flon to enquire after the health of that lady 
on fome fiiture day, he then took l^ve« 

On his way through the garden he often 
paufed to look back upon the houfe, hoping 
to obtain a glimpfe of EUena at a lattice j 
and threw a glance aroutid him, almofl: ex- 
pecting to fee het feated bieneatJi the fliade 
of the luxuriant plantains; but his feareh 
i«^s every where vaih, and he^{;[uittfed the 
place with the flow and heavy ftep of de- 
fpondency. - ♦ - 

' The 
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The day was^ eoif^oygd m:0ideavoMr9 tft 
obtsun intelligoKte coixcffnmg the i^Uy of 
EUena, but of this he procured Ikth, that 
was iamfadory. He was. told, .that ihe was 
an orphan, living under t^ecare of heif >audDtt» 
Signora Bianchi ;. that .her .' fEumily^uwhich 
had never been illuftrious^ . war decayed ia 
fortune, and that her only dqxoidence wat 
upon this aunt. But he was igiuoraiU: of 
what was very true, though veryifctlnet^ that 
Ihe affifled to fupport this aged iielatii'ei 
whofe fole property was theimaU eftate.oa 
which they lived, and that fee paffed whc^ 
days in embroidering filks, which were dil^ 
pofed of to the nuns of a neighbouring cos^ 
vent, who fold them to the 'Neapolits^ 
ladies,* that vifited their grate^ at ^^jvexj 
high advantage. He little thought, that a 
beautiful robe, which he had often £ben Jbi^ 
mother wear, was worked by £Ilena;^nor 
that fome copies from, the antique/ whi^ 
ornamented a cabinet of the VIvaldi:palacti^ 
were dmwn by her faandi If he faadrkaama 
ihefe circumilances, they would .only h^ve 
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Corrcd to cnocafe die paffon, wliicby 
fiiice tfaef were piioo6 of a di%)aQrk7 of for-* 
tunc, thai would certamljr render his family 
repc^nant to a coM i cft i oii widi hers, it 
would hare been prudent to diicourage. 

Ellena could have endured poverty, but 
not contempt ; and it was to proleft her* 
lelf from this eScGt of the narrow prejudices 
of the world around her,'that ihe had fb 
cautioufly concealed firom it a knowlef^of 
the indulby, whkh did homNr to her cha» 
tuAor. Sht was not afliamed of poverty, 
or of the induftry which orercame it, but 
her fpirit IhroDk from the fenfdefs finile 
mid humiliating condefcenfion, which pro- 
fpentj fometimes gives to indigence. Her 
mind was not yet ftrong enov^h, or her 
views fuffidently enlarged, to teach her a 
€onte^^>t of the fiieer of vicious folly, and 
to glory in the dignity 'of- virtuous inde* 
pendence. Ellena was the fole fupport of 
Jber aunt's declining years ; was patient to 
lier infirmitids, and. confoling to het fuffer- 
lags } and repaid the fondnefs of a mother 

with 
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with the affection oi^ a daughter. Her mo* 
ther flie had never known, having loft her 
while fhe was an infant; and from that pe- 
riod Signora Kanchi had petformed the 
duties of one for her. 

Thus innocent and happy in the filent 
perfortnance of her duties and in the. veil of 
retirement, lived EUena Rofalba, when (he 
firft faw Vincentio di Vivaldi. He was not 
of a figure to^ pafs unobferved when feen, 
and EUena^had been ftruck by the fpint 
and dignity of his air, and by his counter 
nance, fo frank, noble, and full of that kind 
of expreffion, which announces the ener- 
gies of the fouk But ihie was cautious of 
admitting a fetftiment more tender thauad^ 
miration, and end^voured to difmifs tllil 
image from her mind, and by engaging ii^i 
her ufual occupations, to recover the ftate 
of tranquillity, which his appearance had 
fomewhat interrupted. , * . 

Vivaldi, mean white, reftlefs fr9m difap- 
pointment^ and impatient frofn anxiety, 
having pafied the gpreater part of the day m 

enquiries, 
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enquiries, which repaid him only: with 4oubt 
9iid apprehefniion^determiaed to return to the 
villa Altieri, when evening fiiould conceal his 
fteps^ cwfoled by the certainty of b^g 
near the objed of his thou^ts, and hofi? 
ing, that chance might favgur him once 
more vnth a view,.' however tr?^fient, of 
EUena. . 

The. Marchefa Vivaldi held an aflembly 
this' evening^ and a fufpicion concerning the 
irapatieEUce' he betrayed, induced her to dc-^ 
tain/him about ' her perfon to a late hour» 
engaging him to feleft the mufic for her 
ofjcheflra, and to fupefintend the perform* 
ance of a new piece, the work of a com- 
pofer whofai fhe had brought into &ffaion. 
Her aflemblies were among the ipoft bril- 
fiant and crowded in Naples, ' and the nobi- 
lity, who 'were to be at the palace this even- 
ing, were divided* into l wo parties as to the 
merits of the mufical.gen>u$, whom ftie pa- 
tronized, and thofe of another candidate 
for- fame. ' The perfomiance of the evenii%^ 
it ^e^as expeded, would finally decide the 

viftory. 
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viftoryv * This, thcrefofe, wast t *^t df 
great ifttportance and anxiety to fhe Man- 
chefa, fe^ fhe was a& jealons of ^the^^ula^ 
rion of her /favourite ^ottpdrer^as-'d;!? het 
own, sitid the weMfu^ftf^ihcr foh ^1)ur 
ffightly divi^^h^ capia; ^ ^^ > ^ ' -'^ 

The motn^ntlle cotUd depict iin^Ufet^e^ 
he quitted the aflembly, and, mdfBing hkii- 
felf in his cloak, haftened to Ail-riHa Al- 
tici?i, -w*ii€h>lay .at k fliorf,d}ftto<5evtoi^the 
^eft of' Jthe <JJty. Hef ^reached it vloi^eP^y 
and,' breathlefs with ilnpatiehee, .^^etf^ 
the boundary of the garden j- wSere^ ^€te 
from ceKnK)niaI reftramty-and^-neariAetdb- 
jed of hii9 ^lidion, he ekperieiscedibr'tiie 
* few firft thoHftent* a joy as' exqliifitritisf Aier 
prjefence cottid'Ha^e infjJired;. Btft fciJj4«. 
Bghtfaddd^ith fts Qovelty,- dMin a^Aipt 
Ante b^ ^t'as fbHorn as if he wai& ftpki^ated 
.foteve^p from ^Sllelia, in whdfeprdisnce iu; 
^but'ljttely.alraiEy'ft b^i^wfed him&If;:ij .:»: 'T 
^ 'ThenightHv^as £8t¥'aik«mied,.aAdyii0£gbt 
appearing^ from; ithehoufe, he condudcd the 

mhftbila»tt had retired ^ r^ft, and ali hope 
• ' of 
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of fe^g her v^niflied from his mind, Sdtl^ 
however, it was fweet to be near her^ and 
iie anziouily foa^t to gain admittimce to 
the gardens,, that he might approach the 
window where it was poflible (he repofed^ 
The boundary, formed of trees and thick 
Ihrubs, was not dfficult to be pafled, and 
he found himfelf once more in the portico 
of the villa. 

It was nearly midn%ht, aiid the ftillnefs 
,that rdgned was rather fpothed than in- 
terrupted by the gentle dafhing of the wa- 
ters of the bay below, and by the hollow 
.xhuriiLurs of Vefuvius, which threw up, at 
Intervals its fudden .flame on the horizon, 
and then left it to darknefs. The folem- 
,iiity df the fcene accorded with the temper 
of his mind, and he liftened in deep atten- 
tion for the returning founds^ which broke 
• upon the ear like dilbnt thunder muttering 
imperfeftly from the clduds^ The paufes 
of filence, that fucceeded each groan of the 
mountain, when expectation Uftened for the 
rifmg found, affeid the imagination of 

Vivaldi 
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Vivaldi at this time with particular awtf^ 
and, rapt in thought, he continued to gaze 
upon the fufolime and fh&dowy outline oi the 
fhoresy and oh the fea, juft difcerned be- 
neath the twilight of a cloudlefa iky. Along 
its grey furface many vefleh were purfuing 
their filent courfe, guided over the deep 
waters only by the polar (bir^ which burned 
with fteady luftre. The air was cdhn9'and 
rofe from the bay with moft balmy and re* 
irefhing cbolnefe; h fcarcely ftirred the 
heads ^of the broad pines that overfpread 
the vHla; and bore no founds but of the 
wayes and the . gro^uiis of the iar-off mouBi*- 
tain^^-i-till a chaunting of ; deqp voices 
fwelled from a diftance. . The fokmn cha^ 
ra&er of the (train engaged his attention ; 
he perceived that it was a requienb, and he 
endeavoured to difcover from what quarter 
it came. It advanced, though dlftantly, and 
then paffed away on the air. The circum- 
.ftance ftruck him ; he knew it was ufuHt in 
Jome parts of Italy to chaunt this drain over 
the bed of the dyijag ; but here the mourn- 
ers 
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ers" feeoled* to walk the* earth, or the air. 
Ho was tot doubtful as to the ftram itielf ; 
— oiwe befere he had heard it, and attend* 
ed ' vd^ cincumftancea which made it im- 
pdfible that he fliould cvct forget it. , As 
he DOW liftencd to the choral voices foften*. 
ing in diftance, a few pathetic notes brought 
full upon hhr ^Remembrance the divine me- 
lody helhadheaniEUeiia utter indiechurch 
of San Lpreciib* Oveticome b j theirecoliec* 
tion,^' he &rted away, and, wanckrmg over 
the garden, reached another fide of the 
villa, where he foon heard the voice of JEl- 
lena hef&lf, performing the miBnight bymn 
to the Virgin, and; accompanied by a luice, 
which ibe touched with moft affe€tifag'and 
delicate-expreiBon/ He^ftood for a moment 
entranced; iand fcarcely daring to breatt^, 
left he ihould loTe any note of that meek 
and holy ftrain, whkti feemed to flow from 
a devotion almoft faintly. Then, looking 
round to difcover the objeft of his admira- 
tion, a light iffuing from among the bowery 
foliage of a clematis led him to a lattice, and 
i Ihewed 
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ikewed him Ellensu Thd kittice had been 
thrown opgn to adniit the cool air,: and he 
had a- fuU view of her and the apartment. 
She/was rifeig frotn a fmall altar ^shere ibe 
bad concluded the ferv^ ; the glow of 
devotion v/m ftUl:i]^6:n her countenance as 
flic raifedi her eyes^ and with, a rapt car- 
neilnefs! fixed them oa^ the hea^trens. She 
S^ held the^lifC^ hrbt no longer ^oorakfined 
it^^and-HbMied^l^to every ' forroundtng ob- 
je^% ' iHjBt:&m^r wii& ^negligently ibound 
up In a fiik'net^ and fome irefles that had 
efcaped it, played on her iteck, and round 
hep bctorfti^ :(x«aMtenance,t which-movouwa^ 
not even^pai^Iy concealed by^ia vexli r Tins 
^liglit-drapet^ vi her dref9,^her whole iigusr, 
au*, and attitude, were fuch as inigbtihave 
been c^ied for a Cr^an nyipph/. . A. 

Vivaldi was ,p^p|e»ed.aBdi agitated Jbe« 
tween the-wifli of felling an op^itunity, 
which nrightnever again occur^ bf : pieadoig 
his love, and the fear of dffending^ -by; in- 
truding upon her retirement at fo 4credan 
hour; but; while he thus hslital:^ be 

heard 
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heard her figh^ and then "with a fweetnefer 
peculiar to her accent,. pronounce his name. 
During the trembling anxietyp ^itfa .which 
he liftened to what might foUow this men- 
tion of his name, he difturbed the clematis 
that furrounded the lattice, and fhe turned 
her eyes towards the window ; but Vivaldi 
was entirely concealed by the foliage* She^ 
however, rofe to dofe thi^^ Igttic!^; Z%ibc 
approached which» Vival^iy UiMtblq ,any 
longer to command hknielf, iq>i>eared before 
hen She flood fixed for 9n inftant, while 
her countenance changed to an afhy pale- 
nefs j and then, with trembling hafte dof- 
ing the lattice, quitted the apartment* Vi- 
valdi felt as if all his hopes had vaniihed 
with her. 

After lingering in the garden for fome 
tune without perceiving a light in any other 
part of the building, or hearing a found pro- 
ceed from it, he took his melancholy way to 
Naples* He liow began to afk himfelf 
fome q^eftions, which he ought to hav€ 
urged before, and to enquire wherefore he 

fought 



( 21 ) 

fought the dangerous pleafure of feeaiig 
Eilena, fince her family wa? of fucha con- 
dition as rendered the confent of his parents 
to a marriage with her imattainable. 
' He was loft in revery on this fubjed, 
Ibihetimes half refplved to feek her no 
more, and then (hrinking from a conduA, 
which feen^ed to ftrike him with the force 
of defpair, when, as he emerged from the 
dark arch of a ruin, that extended over the 
road, his fieps were crofled by aperfon in the 
habit of a monk, whofe face was ihrouded 
by his cowtfUU moretjiian by the twilight. 
The flrariger, addreflSng him by his name^ 
faid, "■ Signor! your fteps are watched; 
beware how you revifit Altieri !** Having 
uttered this, he difappeared, before Vivaldi 
could return the fword he l^d half drawa 
into the fcabbard, or demand an explana- 
tion of the words he had heard. He called 
• 

loudly and repeatedly, conjuring the un* 
known perfon to appear, and lingered near 
the fppt for a confidefable dmc ; but the vi- 
fion came no more. 

Vivaldi 
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'Vivaldi arrived at honie wkh a mind oc- 
ciupfecf hj thk incident, and tormented by 
tfiejealbufy to which it gavcTife; fori ^' 
ter indulging various conjcftures, he con- 
eluded' yfch belifeving the notice, of which 
h^*had'be^- warned, to be that of a rivah, 
antf thaf the dangef which maiaced him, 
was fk-cm' the poniard of jealoufy. This be-» 
lief difcovered to him at once the extent of 
his'paffion, and of the imprudence, which 
had *l!hu^ rieadily admitted it ; yet fo far was 
tlhistieW'prudenfee from overcoming his er- 
ror,, tha^, ^iing with a torture more exqiii- 
fite than 'he had ever known, he refolved, 
at every event, to declare his love, and fue 
for the*^hand of Ellena. Unhappy young 
man, he knew not the fetal error, into 
whrcH^paffion was precipitating him ! 
" Oil Hs arrival at the Vivaldi palace, he 
learned, that the Marchefa had obferved his 
abfeiKte, had repeatedly enquired for him, 
and iiaed given orders that the time of his 
return ^ftiould be mentioned to her.' She 
had, however, retired to reft; but theMar- 

chefe, 
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chefe, who had attmded the King on an. 
excurfion to one of the royal villasLon^e 
bay, returned home fooa: after Vinccntia-f 
and, before he had withdrawn to hk apart* 
ment, he met his (on ^'^^^ look$ of Unufiial 
difpleafure, but avoided ffiying .a9iy^h]ng» 
which either explained or aUud€4 tpihe fuhi- 
jed of it ; and, after a ihort coitverfatioa^ 
they feparated. , ^ 

Vivaldi fhut himfelf in his apartment tq 
deliberate, if that may 4^erve.the!namQ(Qf 
deliberation, in which a icoi^flid ofipnffioiis^ 
rather than an exertion of judgdient, pre^ 
vailed. For feveral hours he traverfed his 
fuit of rooms, -alternately tortured by the 
remembrance of Ellena, fired with jealoufy, 
and alarmed for the confequence of the 
imprudent ftep, which he was about to take. 
He knew the temper of hi^ father, aftd fomc 
traits of the charaft^r of his mother, fufB- 
ciently to fear that their difpleafure would 
bo* irreconcilable; concerning the ^aarria^ 
he meditated*; yet, when he confidered that 
he was their only fon, he was inclined to 

t2 admit 



' admit a hope of forgivenefs, notwithftand- 
ing the weight [which the drcumftance muft 
add to their diftppointment. TheTe re- 
flexions were frequently interrupted by fears 
left Eliena had alreacly difpofed of her af- 
fe^bns to this imaginary rival. He \srasy 
•however, fomewhat confoled by remember- 
ing the figh (he had uttered, and the ten- 
deriiefs, with which fhe had immediately 
ptdfiouticedliis name. Yet, even if fhe were 
not averf^ to -his firit, hbw could he folicit 
tier hand, and hojie it would be given him, 
when he fhould declare that this mufl be in 
fecret ? He fcarcely dared to believe that 
flie would condefcend to enter a family 
jvho difdained to receive her ; and again 
defpondency overcame him.. 

§ 

Tlie morning found him as diflrafted as 
the night had left him ; his determination, 
howevar, was fixed j and this was, to fa- 
crifice what he now confidered a^ a delufive 
pride of birth, to a choice which he be- 
lieved would enfure the happinefs of his life. 

4 But 
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But, before he vqntured to declare himfelf 
to Ellena, it appeared neceffary to afcertain 
whether he held ah intereft in her heart, or 
whether ftie had devoted it to the rival of 
his love, and who this rival really was. It 
was fo much eafier to wifli for fuch inform- 
ation than to obtain it, that, after forming 
a thoufand projefts, either the delicacy of 
his r«fpe£l for EUena, or his fear of of- 
fending her, or an apprchenfion of difco- 
very from his family before he had fecured 
an intereft in her affeftions, conftantly op- 
pofed*his~views of an enquiry. 

In this difficulty he opened his heart to a 
friend, who had long poffefled his confi- 
dence, and whofe advice he folicited with 
fomewhat more anxiety and fincerity than 
is ufual on fuch occafions. It was not a 
fanftion of his own opinion that he' re- 
quired, but the impartial judgment of ano- 
ther mind. Bonarmo, however little he 
might be qualified for the office of an ad- 
vifer, did not fcruple to give his advice. As 
a means of judging whether EUena was dif- 

voL. I. c - pofed 
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pofed to Etvour Vivaldi's addrefles, he 
propofed that, according to the cuftom of 
the country, a ferenade fhould be given ; 
he maintained, that, if Ihe was not difin- 
clined towards him, fome fign of approba- 
tion would appear ; and if otherwife, that 
Ihe would, remain fdent and invifible* Vi- 
valdi objeSred to this coarfe and inadequate 
mode of expreffing a love fo facred as his, 
and he had too lofty an opinion of EUena's 
mind and delicacy, to believe, that the tri- 
fljng homage of a ferenade would either 
flatter her felf-love, or intereft her in his 
favour J nor, if it did, could he venture to 
believe, that fhe would difplay any fign of 
approbation. 

His friend laughed at his fcruples and at 
his opinion of what he called fuch romantic 
delicacy, that his ignorance of the world 
was his only excufe for having cherifhed 
them. But Vivaldi interrupted this .rail- 
lery, and would neither fuflfer him for a 
moment to fpeak thus of Ellena, or to call 
fuch delicacy romantic. BoDiarmo, how- 
ever. 
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ever, ftill urged the ferena4e as at I^* n 
po&hlc means of difcovering^ her d^ppfi^i 
tion towards him before he made a forpiat 
avowal of his liiit ;. and Vivaldi,. p^rpJiexedi 
and diflradied with appreheniion and ii\ip^« 
tience to' terminate his prefent ftate of fuf- 
penfe, was ^t length fo far overcome by 
his own difficulties, rather than by his 
friend's perfuafion, that he confented ta 
make the adventure of a ferenade on the 
approsK:lmig night. This was adopted .nt^ 
^er as a refuge from defpondency^than witk 
any hope of fuccefe ; for he ftill believed 
that EUena would not give any hint,. that 
mighr terminstte his uncef tainty. 

Benqath their cloaks -they carried mufical^ 
inftruments, and, muffling up their ^faces, 
fo that they could not be known, - they 
proceeded in thoughtful filei^e /on the way* 
to the villa Altieri. Already they had palle4 
the arch, in which Vivaldi, was flopped by 
the 'ftranger on the preceding night, when 
he heard a fudden found near him, and, 
raifing his head from the cloak, he per- 

c 2 ceived 
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<>eived the fame figure! Before he had 
rime for exclamation, the ftranger croffed 
him again. '* Go not to the villa Altieri," 
fiud he in a folemn voice, ** left you meet 
the fete you ought to dread." 

" What fate?" demanded Vivaldi, ftep- 
ping back ; *' Speak, I conjure you !" 
• ' But the monk was gone, and the dark* 
liefs of the hour baffled obfervation as to 
the way of his departure. 
'•*' Dio fill guardi !^^ exclaimed Bonarmo, 
^ this is almoft beyond belief! but let us 
fetnrn to Naples ; this fecond warning 
cJught to be obeyed." 

" Ii is almoft beyond endurance," ex- 
claimed Vivaldi ; " which way did he 
pafs'?"- 

*' He glided by me," replied Bonarmo, 
^\ and he was gone before I could crof$ 
him!"' :^ -' 

"J will tempt the wofft at once," faid 
Vivaldi ; " if I have a ■ rival, ic is beft to 
meet him. Let us go on." 
• '1 7 Bonarmo 
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Bonarmp rempnftrated, and reprefenteJ 
the ferious danger that threatened from fo 
rafh a proceeding, *' It i» evident that 
you have a rival/' faid he j " and your 
courage cannot avail you againft hired 
bravos/* Vivaldi'? heart fwelled at the 
mention of a rival. " If you think it 
dangerous to proceed, I will go alone/* 
faid he. 

. Hurt by this , reproof, Bonarmo accom^ 
panied , his friend in filence, and they 
reached without interruption the boundary 
of the villa. Vivaldi led to the place by 
which he hi^ entered on. the preceding 
night, and they palTed unmolefled into the 

garden. 
" Where are thefe terrible brayos of 

whom you warned me V* faid Vivaldi, with 

taunting exultation. 

" Speak cautioufly," replied his friend ; 

" we may, even now, be within their 

reach." 
** They alfo may be within ours," ob- 

ferved Vivaldi. 

c 3 At 
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At length, thefe adventiirous friends came 

to the orangery, which was near the houfe, 

uhen, tired by the afcent, they reftedto re* 

cover breath, and to prepare their inftru- 

ments for the ferenade. The night was 

ftiH, and they now heard, for the firft time, 

murmurs a^ of a diflant multitude ; and 

then the fudden fplendor of fireworks broke 

upon the fky. Thefe arofe from a villa on 

the weftern margin of the bay, and were 

given in honour of the birth of one of the 

royal prince^'. They foared to an immenfe 

height, and, as their luftre broke filently 

Upon the night, it lightened on the thou* 

fand ^up-turned faces of the gazing crowds 

illumined the waters of the bay, with every 

little boelt tiiat 'dimmed its furfaoe, zEnd 

fhewfed diftindly t'he whole Iwfeep of itj 

rifing fhores, the {lately city of Naples on 

the ftrand below, and, fpreading far among 

the hills, its terraced roofs trrowded with 

fpeftators, and the Corfo tumultuous witir 

carriages and blazing with torches. 

While 
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While Bonarmo furveyed this magnifi- 
cent fcene, Vivaldi turned his eyes to the 
f efidence of EUena, ' part of which looked 
out from among^the trees, ^ith a hope that 
the fpeftacle would draw Jier to a balcony ; 
but flie did not appear, nor was there any 
light, that might indicate her approach. 

While they* dill relied on the turf of the 
ofaftgefy, they heard a fudden ruftling of 
the leaves, as if the branches wete difturbed 
by fome perfoii who endeavoured to make 
fafe Way between them, ' when Vivaldi de- 
manded who paffed. No anfwer was re- 
turned, and a lotig filence fbUowed. 

^* We are obferved," laid Bonarmo, at 
letrgth, " stnd ate evtii now, perhaps, al- 
mod beneath the poinard of the affaflin : 
let us be" gone. 

" O that my heart wiete as fecure front 
the darts of love, the aflaffin of my peace,'* 
exclaimed Vivaldi, " as yours is from thofe 
of bravos ! . My friend, you have little to 
intere/l you, fince your thoughts have fo 
muchleifure for apprehenfion.** 

C4 " My^ 
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*^ My fear is that of prudence^ not of 
weaknefs/* retorted Bonarmo, with acri- 
mony ; " you will find, perhaps,' that I 
have none, when you mofl wilh me to pof- 
fefs it." 

^^ I underftand you,** replied Vivaldi ; 
^* let us finifh this bufinefs, and you fliall 
j'eceive reparation, fince you believe your- 
felf injured : I am as anxious to repair an 
offence, as jealous of receiving one." 

" Yes,** replied Bonarmo, ^* you would 
repair the injury you have done your friend 
with his blood/* . 

" Oh ! never, never ! * fald Vivaldi, fall- 
ing on his neck. " Forgive my hafty vio- 
lence; allow for' the diftraftion of my 
mind.** • 

Bonarmo returned the embrace. " It is 
enough,'* faid he ; " no more, no more ! 
I hold again my friend to my heart," 

While this converfation paffed, they had 
quitted the orangery, and reached the walls 
of the villa, where they took their ftation 
under a balcony that overhung the lattice, 

through 
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through which Vivaldi had feen Eilena 6n 
the preceding xught. They tuned their in- 
ftruments, and opened the ferenade with, a 
duet". ^ 

. Vivaldi's voice was a fine tenor, and the 
feme fufceptibility, which made him paffion- 
ately fond of mufic, . taiight him to modu- 
late its cadence wijtlv exquifite delicacy, and 
to give his emphafis with the moft fimple 
and pathetic expreffion. His foul feemed to 
breathe in the founds,, — fo tender, fo - im- 
ploring, yet fo energetic. On this night, enj 
thufiafm infpired him with the higheft elb^ 
qucnce, perhaps, which mufic is capable 
of attaining ; what might be its effeft on 
Eilena he had no mesons of judging, for ihe 
did not appear either at the balcony or the 
lattice, nor gave any hint ^f applaufe^ No 
fovmds ftole on the ftillnefs of the nighty, 
except thofe of the ferenade, nor did any 
light from within the villa break upon the' 
obfcurity without ; once, indeed,, nv ajpaufe 
of the inftruments, Bonarmo fancied he 
diftinguifhed voices near him, as of perfons- 

c 5 who* 
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who- feslred to be heard, and he lifteiied «t* 
tcarivefy,: but tvithoiit afccrt;«nihg the truth* 
Sahistimes they feemled to found heavily in 
his eslr, and then a death-like filence pre^ 
Tailed. Vivaldi affirmed the found to be 
nothing more than 4he cTonfofed murmur 
of the: diftant multitude oh the fhore, but 
Bonarmfi was not thus eafiFy convinced. 

The nimficians, unfuccefsful in their firft 
cndeavDor to attra£l attention, removed to 
the oppofite fide of the building, and plac-' 
ed themfelves in front of the portico, but 
with asiittk fuccefe ; and,, after having ex- 
erdfed their powers of harmony and of pa- 
tience for above an hour, they refigned all 
further effort to win upon the obdurate 
^ EHena. Vivaldi, notwithftanding the feeble- 
aefi of his firft h6pi of feeing her, now 
fijffered an agony of difeppointment; and 
Bcxnarmo, afarmed for the confequence of 
his :ck^r, was as anxious to perfuade him 
that h&haid no rival, as he had lately been 
pertinacious jn affirming that he had one^ 



At 



( 35 ) 

At leiigthl, they left the gardens, Vivaldi 
proteftirlg that he \^ouId not reft till he 
had difcovef ed the ftranger, who ft) wan- 
tonly deftroyed his peace, and had com- 
pelled him to explain his anibiguous war- 
nings ; and Bonaf mo remonftrating on the 
ifliprudeiXce and difficulty of the fearch, 
and r^piefenting that fuch condu£t would 
prdbably be the means of fpreading a re- 
port of his attachment, where moft he dread- 
ed it fliOiild be known, 

Vivaldi refufed to yield to remonftrance 
or confideratioris of any kind. " We ihall 
fee," faid he, ^ whether this demon in the 
garb of a monk, will haunt me again at the 
accuftomed place ; ir he does, he fliall not 
efcape my grafp ; and if he does not, I will 
watch as vigilantly for his return, as he 
feenis to have done for mine. I will lurfc 
ift the (hade of the ruin, and wait' for himj^ 
though it be till death !'" 

Bonafmp was particularly ftruck by the 
vehemence with which he pronounced the 
laft wx)rds, buf he no longer oppofed his 

c 6 ' purpofe. 
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purpofe, and only bade him canfider whe- 
ther he was well armed, *' For/* he added, 
'* you may have need of arms there, though 
you had no ufe for them at the villa Altieri, 
Remember that the flxanger told you that 
your fteps were watched.** 

*' I have my fword,** replied Vivaldi, 
" and the dagger which I ufually wear ; but 
I ought to enquire what are your weapbns 
of defence." 

, " Hufli !** faid Bonarmo, as they turned 
the foot of a rock that overhung the road, 
** we are approaching the fpot ; yonder is 
the arch !** It appeared duikily in the per- 
fpedtive, fufpended between two cliffs, where 
the road wound from fight, on one of which 
were the rtrnis of the Roman fort it belonged 
to, and on the other, fliadowing pines, and 
thickets of oak that tufted the rock to itsbafe. 

They proceeded in filence, treading light- 
ly, and often throwing a fufpicious glance 
around, expefting every inftant that the 
moidt would fteal out upon them from 
ioAe recefs of the cliffs* But they paffed 

on 
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on unmolefted to the arch-way. " We are 
here before him, however," faid Vivaldi as 
they entered the darknefs, " Speak low, 
my friend,** faid, Bonarmo, " others befides 
ourfelves may be fhrouded in this obfcurity, 
I like not the place." 

" Who but ourfelves would chufe fo dif- 
mal a retreat ?" whifpered Vivaldi, " unlefs 
indeed, it were banditti ; the favagenefs of 
the fpot would, in truth, fuit their humour, 
and it fuits well alfo with my own." 

" It would fuit their* purpofe too, as 
well as their humour," obferved Bonarmo. 
'* Let us remove from this deep fhade, into 
the more open road, where we can as clofe- 
Jy obferve who paiTes." 

Vivaldi objedled that in the road they 
might themfelves be obferved, " and if we 
are feen by my unknown tormentor, our 
defign is defeated, for he comes upon us 
fuddenly, or not at all, left we fhould be 
prepared to detain him." 

Vivaldi, as he faid this, took his ftation 
within the thickeft gloom of the arch, which 

was 
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was of conflderkble 'depth, tod frear a ffiglit 

of fteps that w^ cut in the rock, and af- 

cended to the fortrefs. His frietid ftepped 

clofe 16 his fide';. After a paufe of filenccy 

during which Boharmo was meditating, and 

Vivaldi, was impatiently watching, « Tf(y 

■you really beGeve,"* faid the fo'rtner, «< that 

any effort td detain him would be effeftualh 

He glided paft mc with a ftrange facility,. 

k was furely more thaii human!**' 

" What is it you mean? enquired Vi- 
val^. 

" Why, I mean that t couM be fuper- 
ftitiotis. This place, perhaps, infefts my 
mind with congenial gloom, for I find that^ 
at this, moment, there is. fcaixely a'fuperftij^ 
tioh too dark for my credulity/' 

Vivaldi fmiTed. " And you muft allow,'** 
added Bbnarmo, " that he has appeared' 
under circumftances. foitiewhat extraordi- 
nary^ How fhould he know your name, 
by which, you lay, he addrefled you at the* 
firft meeting ? fiow fliould he know from 
whence you came, or whether you defigiied. 

to 
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to return ? By what magic couMibe become 
acquainted with your plan^ ?** 

*' Nor am I certain that he is acquainted 
with them/' obferved Vivaldi ; " but if h^ 
i8, there was no necefGty for ftiperhuman 
means to obtain fuch knowledge.** 

** The refult of this evening fvtrelj ought 
to convince you that he is acquainted with? 
your deligns/* faid Bonarmo. ** Do you 
believe it poffible that Ellena could have 
been infeniible to your attentions, if her 
heart had not been pre-engaged, and that fhe 
would not have ihewn herfelf at a lattice?** 

*V You do not know EUena,'* replied Vi* 

valdi, ** and therefore I once more pardon 

you the queftiom Yet had fhe been dtf- 

pofed to accept my addreffes, furely fome 

fign of af^robation,^'— he checked hhn- 
f€if. , 

" The ftranger warned you not to go to 
the viita Altieri," refumed Bonarmo, '^ he 
feemed to anticipate . the reception, which 
awaited yott, and to know a danger, which 
hitherto yoU have happily efcaped." 

«Yes, 
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** Yes, he anticipated too well that re- 
ception," faid yivaldi, lofing his prudence 
in pailionate exclamation ; ^^ and he is him- 
£elf, perhaps, the rival, whom he has taught 
., me to fufped* He has aiTumed a difg\ii& 
only the more cffeftually to impofe upon 
my credulity, and to deter me from addref- 
ling EUena. And fliall I tamely lie in wait 
for his approach ? Shall I lurk like a guilty 
aflaflin for this rival V* 
. " For heaven's fake !" faid Bonarmo, 
*.* moderate thefe tranfports ; confider where 
you are. This furmife of yours is in the 
higheft degree improbable." He gave his 
reafons for thinking fo, and thefe convinced 
Vivaldi, who was prevailed upon to be once 
more patient. 

They had remained watchful and ftill for 
a confiderable time, when Bonarmo faw a 
perfon approach the end of the arch-way 
neareft to Altieri. He heard no ftep, but 
he ^perceived a fhadowy figure ftation itfelf 
at the entrance of the arch, where the twi- 
light of this brilliant climate wa§, for a few 

pacest 
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paces, admitted. Vivaldi's eyes were fixed 
on the road leading towards Naples^ and he, 
therefore, did not perceive the objeft o£ 
Bonarmo's attention, who, fearful of his 
friend's precipitancy, forbore to point out 
immediately what he obferved, judging it 
more prudent to watch the motions of this 

4 

unknown perfon, that he might afcertain 
whether it really were the monk. The fize 
of the figure, and the dark drapery in which 
it feemed wrapt, induced him, at length, to 
believe that this was the expe£ted ftranger ; 
and he feized Vivaldi's arm to direft his at- 
tention to him, when the form gliding for- 
ward difappeared in the gloom, but not 
before Vivaldi had underftood the occafion 
of his friend's geflure and fignificant filence. 
They heard no footflep pafs them, and, 
being convinced that this perfon, whatever 
he was, had not left the arch-way, they kept 
their ftation in watchful ftillnefs. Prefently 
they heard a ruftling, as of garments^ near 
them, and Vivaldi, unable longer to com- 
mand his patience, ftarted from his conceal- 
ment. 
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ment, and with arms extended to prevent 
any one from efcaping, demanded who was 
there. 

The found ceafed, and no reply was made- 
Bonarmo drew his fword, protefting he 
would flab the air till he found the perfotl 
who lurked there ; but that if the latter 
Would difcover himfelf, he fhould receive 
no injury* This affurance Vivaldi confirm- 
ed by his proiuife. Still no anfwer was re- 
turned ; but as they liftened for a volc^ j 
they thought fomething paffed them, and 
the avenue was not narrow enough to hav0 
prevented fuch a circuitiftahce- Vivaldi 
ruftied forward, but did not perceive any 
perfon iffue frotti the ^fc\t Mc the highway, 
isrhere the ftrdngfer twilight muft hivg dlf* 
Covered him. 

*• Somebody certaihly paffed,** whifpered 
Boiiarmo, *' and I think I hear a found from 
yonde^fteps, that lead to the fortrefs." 

" Let us follow,*' cried Vivaldi, and he 
began to afcend.. 
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*' Stop, for heaven's fake ftop !'* faid 
Bonarmo ; ** confider what you are about ! 
Do not brave the utter darknefs of thefe 
ruins ; do not purfue the aflaffin to hig 
den]" 

" It is the monk himfelf !" exclaimed 
Vivaldi, ftill afcending; " he fhall not efcapa 
me I" 

Bonarmo paufed a moment at the foot 6f 
the ftepS) and his friend difappeared ; he 
hefitated what to do, till afhamed of fuffer* 
ing him to encounter danger alone^ h^ 
fprang to the flight, and not without diffi** 
culty furmounted the rugged fteps. 

Having reached the fummit of the rock$ 
he found himfelf oh a terrace, that ran 2km^ 
the top of the arch-Way and had once beeii 
fortified ; this, croffing the road, command-* 
€d the defile each way. Some remains of 
maffy walls, that ftill exhibited loops for 
archers, were all that now hinted of its 
former ufe, • It led to a watch-tower almofi- 
concealed in thick pines, that crowned thir 
eppofite cliff, and had thus ferved not only 
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for a ftrong battery over the road, but, con- 
tiefting the oppofite fides of the defile, had 
formed a line of communication between the 
fort and this out-poft. 

Bonarmo looked round in vain for his 
friend, and the echoes of his own voice only, 
among the rocks, replied to his repeated 
calls. After fome hefitation whether ta 
enter the walls of the main building, or to 
crofs to the watch-tower, he determined on 
the former, and entered a rugged area, the 
walls of which, following the declivities of 
the precipice, could fcarcely now be traced. 
The citadel, a round tower, of majeftic 
ftrength, with fome Roman arches fcattered 
near, was all that remained of this c»ice im- 
portant fortrefs ; except, indeed, a mafs of 
ruins near the edge of the cliflF, the con* 
ftruftion of which made it difficult to guefs 
for what purpofe it had been defigned. 

Bonarmo entered the immenfe walls of 

the citadel, but the utter darknefs within 

checked his progrefs, and, contenting him- 

' felf with calling loudly on Vivaldi, ht re- 

tiifned to the open air. 

As 
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As he approached the mafs of tuins, whofe 
Angular form had interefted his curiofity, 
he thought he dillinguiflied the low accents 
of a human voice, and while he liftened in 
anxiety^ a perfon ruflied forth from a door- 
way of the rum, carrying a drawn fwofd. 
It was Vivaldi himfeE Bonarmo fprang to 
meet him ; he was pale and breathlefs, and 
foiiie moments elapfed before he could 
fpeak, or appeared to hear the repeated en- ' 
quiries of his friend. 

" Let us go,'* faid Vivaldi, " let us leave 
this place !'' 

*' Moft willingly," replied Bonarmo, 
*' but where have you been/, and who have 
you feen, that you are thus afFcfted." 

" Aik me no more queftions, let us go,'* 
repeated Vivaldi. 

They defcended the rock together, and 
wheUj having reached the arch-way, Bo- 
narmo enquired, • half fportively, whether 
they Ihould remain any longer oni:he watch, 
his friend anfwered, '* No !" with an em- 
phafis that ftartled him. They paffed haftily 

on 
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ch the way to Naples^ Bonarmo rep^adng 
enquiries which Vivaldi feetci^d reludai^t to 
iatisfy, and wondering no lefs at the caufe of 
this fudden referve^ than anxious to know 
whom he had feen» 

It was the monk, thai^^' faid Bonarmo; 

you fecured him at laft ?" 

*' I know not what to think,'' replied 
Vfvaldi, *' I am more perplexed than ever/* 
He efcaped you then P' 
We will fpeak of this in future," fiid 
Vivaldi ; ** but be it as it may, the bufinefs 
refts not here. I will return in the night 
of to-morrow with a torch ; dare you ven- 
ture yourfelf with me ?'* 

" I know not,'* replied Bonarmo, " whe» 
ther I ought to do fo, fince I am not in* 
formed for what purpofe.** 

** I will not prefs you to go,** faid Vi- 
valdi ; ** my purpofe is already known to 
you.'* 

" Have you really failed to difcover the 
ftrangef — have you ftill doubts concerning 

the per&n you purfued ?*' 

** I have 
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^* I Ijave doubts^ which to-morrow;' iHght, 
I hope, will diffipate/' . . 

" This is very ftrange !" faid Bonarmo, 
" It was but now that I witneff^d the hor- 
ror, with which you left t^e fortref? of 
J^luzzi, and already you fpeak of returning 
to it ! Axk^ w:hy at night; — why npt in the 
day, when lefs d?inger wpyld bcfet you ?** 
I luiow not as to that," replied Vivaldi, 

you are to obferve that day-light never 
pierces within the recefs, to which I pene- 
trated; we muft fearch the pl^ce with 
torches at whatfoever hour we would ex- 






amine it.'* 



" Since this is neceffary,'* faid Bonarmo, 
*' how happens it that you found your way 
in total darknefs ?" 

" I was too much engiaged to know how j 
I was led on, as by an invifible hand." 

"• We muft, notwithftanding," obferved 
Bonarmo^ " go in day-dme, if not by day* 
light, provided I accompany yqu. It would 
be little lefs than inlanity to go twice to a 
place, which is probably infefted with 

8 robbers, 
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TX)bbers, and at their own hour of mid- 
night/' 

' *' I fhall watch again in the accuftomed 
place," replied Vivaldi, " before I ufe my 
laft refource, and this cannot be done du- 
ring the day. Befides, it is neceffary that I 
Ihould go at a particular hour, the hour 
when the monk has ufually appeared.** 

" He did efcape you, then ?*' faid Bonar- 
mo, *' and you are flill ignorant concerning 
who he is ?'* 

Vivaldi rejoined only with an enquiry 
whether his friend would accompany him. 
" If not," he added, ** I muft hope to find 
another companion/* 

Bonarmo faid, that he muft confider of 
the propofal, and would acquaint him with 
his determination before the following 



evenmg. 



While this converfation concluded, they 
were in Naples, and at the gates of the 
Vivaldi palace, where they feparated for the 
remainder of the night. 
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CHAP, n. 

Olitia. " Why what would you?**** 
VipLA. ** Make mc a willow cabki zt your ga^ 
And, call upon my foul within the houfe; 
Write loyal cantos of contemned love. 
And iing them loud even in the dead of n^ht: 
Halloo your name to the reverberate hilh,. 
And make the babbUng goffip of the air 
Cry out, Olivia ! O ! you ihould not reft * 
.Between the elements of air and earthf^ 
But you (hould pity mc." 

TwiLFTH Night. 

UiNCE Vivaldi had failed to procure an 
explanation of the words of the monk, he 
determined to relieve himfelf from the tor- 
tures of fufpence, refpefting a rival, by 
going to the villa Altieri, and declaring hig 
pretenfions. On the morning immediately 
following his late adventure, he went thither, 
and on enquiring for Signora Bianchi, was 
told- that flie could not be feen. With 
much difficulty he prevailed upon the old 
VOL. !• houfe- 
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hbufe-keq>er to deliver a requeft that he 
might be permitted to wait upon her for 
a few moments! Permiffidn was granted 
him, when he was conducted into the very 
apartment where he had formerly feen 
Eliena. It was unoccupied and he was 
tp|^ that Signora Bianchi would be there 
prefently. 

During this interval, he was agitated at 
one moment with quick impatience, and at 
another with enthufiallic pleafure,' while he 
gazed on the altar whence he had feen 
Ellena rife, and where, to his fancy, fhe 
ftill appe^ed ; and on every objeft, on 
which he knew her eyes had lately dwelt. 
Thefe objefts, fo familiar to her, had in 
the imagination of Vivaldi acquired fome- 
what of the facred charafter fhe had im- 
prefTed upon his heart, and afifeded him in 
fome degree as her prefence would have 
done. He trembled as he took up the lute 
fhe had be^n accullomed to touch, and, 



when he awakened the chords, her own 
voice fecmed to fpeak. A drawing, half- 

•finifhed. 
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fiiiiflied, of a dancing hyniph remained oh 
a ftand, and he immediately underftood that 
her hand had traced the lines. It tras a 
copy from Herculaneum, and, though a 
copy, was touched with the fpirit of origi- 
nal genius.. The light fteps appeared af- 
moft to move, and the whole figure dit 
played the airy lightnefs of exquifite grace. 
Vivaldi perceived this to be one of a fet 
that ornamented the apartment^ and 6B- 
ferved with furptife, that they were thie 
particular fubjefts, which adorned his fa- 
ther's cabinet, and which he had underftood 
'to be" the only copies permitted from the 
originals iii the royal mufetim. 

Every objeft, on which his eyes refted, 
ieemed to announce the prefence of EUena^ 
and the very flowers that fo gaily embellish- 
ed the apartment, breathed forth a perjFume, 
'which fafcinated hjs fenfes and affefted hfe^ 
ittiagination. Before Signora Bianchi ap- 
peared, his anxiety and apprehenfion had 
encreafed fp muchj^that, believing he fhould 
be unable to fupport himfelf in her pre- 

D 2 fence. 
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ience, he was more than once upon the 
point of leaving the houfe. At length, he 
heard her approaching flep from the hall, 
and his breath almofl: forfook him. The 
.figure of Signora Bianchi was not of an 
iDrder to infpire admiration, and a fpe£la« 
tor uught have fmiled to fee the perturba* 
tion of Vivaldi, his faultering ftep and 
anxious eye, as he advanced to meet the 
. venerable Bianchi, as he bowed upon her 
.faded hand, and liftened to her querulous 
Toice. She received him with an air of 
referve, and fome moments paffed before 
he could recoiled' himfelf fufficienljly ,to 
explain the purppfe of his vifitj yet this, 
when he difcovered it, did not apparently 
furprife her. She liftened with compofure, 
though with fomewhat of a fevere counte- 
nance, to his proteftations of regard for her 
:fuece, and when he implored her to inter- 
cede for him in obtsdning the hand of 
Ellena, fhe faid, ^' I cannot be. ignorant 
that a family of your rank muft be averfe to 
an tmion with one ofmine ; nor am I unac- 
quainted 
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iiuainted that a full fenfe of the value of 
birth is a marking feature in the chafafters 
of the Marchefe and Marchefa di VivaldL 
This propc^al mud be difagreeable or, at 
Icaft, unknown to them i and I am to in- 
form you, Signor, that, though Signora di 
Rofalba is their inferior in rank, Ihe is 
their equal in pride.'' 

Vivaldi difiiained to prevaricate, yet was 
(hocked to own the truth thus abruptly. 
The ingenuous manner, however, inxh 
which he at length did this, and the energy 
of a paffidn too eloquent to be mifundeT'- 
ftood, Ibmewhat footfaed the anxiety o£ 
Signora Bianchi, with whom other conii- 
derations began to arife. She confidered 
diat from her own age and infirmities flie 
mufl very foon, in the courfe of nature^^ 
leave Ellena a young and fnendlefs orphan ) 
(till fomewhat dependent upon her own in^ 
duftry, and entirely fo on her difcretion. 
With much beauty and Httle knowledge of 
the world, the dangers of hcF future fitua- 
tion appeared in vivid colours to the affec* 

D 3 ti^iat^ 
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tionate mind of Sigaora Bianchi; and (he 
fometime^ thought that it/might be right, 
tQ lacrifice confideratioiis, which in other^* 
drcumftances would be. laudable, to the 
obtaining for her niece the protection of. 
a.hu{band and a man of honour. If ih' 
this inftance flie dcfcended from the lofty 
integrity,' which ought' to have oppofed hef 
confent that EUena fliould clandeftinely 
enter any family,, her parental anxiety may 
fctften the cenfure flie dc&r^Bed. 

Bfit, before: fhc deterhiined upon thiir 
fubjcft,. it was neccffary to afcertain that*^ 
YivaWi /VHW wdrthy of 4:he coxifid^ilc^' fhc 
might rtpoH^ in hinu To try, alfo» the: 
oQjoftancy of his s^eftion, flic gdrer litttei 
pref<^ fefitc0vitage«ie&t to hi$ hdpe^: Hit, 
r^aeft to. .fee Btteila fhe abfofeitely reAifed, 
till flie flibuld have confidered further of 
his pix>po&Ifi i and his qnqwy whether he 
had a rival, and,, if he had, whether EUenft* 
was difpofed to favour him, fhe evaded, 
fince fhe knew that a reply woUid give 

. . , more: 



more fcncotoa^mcm W his hop^, th»f it 
miglH hereafter be pjxDper. td confir^iu i 
% Vivaldi, at length, to<* his leave^ ter 
leJkfed, indeed^, from abfolute -dcfpfub, but 
fcarcfely encouraged to hope; ignorant that: 
he had & rival) yet doubtfiil vrhethet Elteia. 
Itoiiowed himfelf ijrith asny fMari x>F her! 
eflleem^ ' ^ 

Hfe had;receiv«d pmmflkrn ta wait iipoa 
Signorb Bianehi on a faiure day, hut tiilr 
tbit day ftiould arrive time ap^aredv i»o^ 
tiOftUfa} aoid). fihce it fe^ned utta>ly inv- 
poiHble to endure this ? interval' of fufpenbe^ 
hi«* lh<*ught«' oa tW way -to Naples were 
wholy>eagaged in contriving the means of 
C<Micludi||gi ity titl^'hf - rcsichcid the welU 
known larch, md ' kh^^' rohnd^ thocugh 
hopet^fsiy^ for his mydedoBsy tormentor.; 
The ftranger did not appear ; and Vivaldfc 
purfued the road-, determined to re-vifitthc 
Ipot at night,, and alfo to return privately 
to villa Altieri, where he hoped a fecoii^ 
vifit niight procure for him fome relief 
from his prefent anxiety. 

D 4 When 
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''^fhok he reached home he found that 
die Maichde, his £aher, had left an order 
fior him to awak his arrival; which h^ 
cbeyed; but the day paflkd without his 
tdoni* The MarcheTa, when ihe faw him, 
cnqimiBd, with a look thai ezprefied much, 
hom he had engaged himfelf of late, an4 
completely fruftrated his plans for' the 
erening, by requiring him to attend her 
to Bsrtici; Thus he was prevented from 
veceivihg Bonarmo's determination, from 
wafiching at Faduzzi, and from revifiting^ 
JEUena's rSBdenc^ 

He reitiained at Portia the following 
evenii^^ and, on his return to Naples, the 
Marchefe being again ablent, he contmued 
ignorant of thelntended fubjeA of the in* 
terviqw. A note from Bonarmo brought 
a refufal to accompany him to the fortrefs, 
and urged him to forbear fo dangerous a 
vifit. Being for this night unprovided with 
^eompanion for the adventure, and un* 
wllUng to go alone, Vivaldi deferred it to 
another evening} but no confideration 

could 
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cotltd deter Inm from yifxting the villa Alderi. 
Not chufing to folzcit his friend to accom* 
pany him thither, fince he had refufed his 
firfl: requeft, he took his foHtary lute, and 
reached the garden at an earlier hour than 
ufual- 

The fun had been fet above an hour, but 
the horizon ftill retained fomewhat of a faf- 
fron brilliancy, and tfie whole dome of the 
Iky had an appearance of tranfparency^ pe^ 
^ culiar to this enchanting climate, which 
fisem^d to difFufe a more foothing twilight 
over the repofing world. In the fouth-eafl 
the outline of Vefuvius appeared diftinflly^ 
but the ^lountain itfelf was dark and filent. 

Vivaldi heard only the quick and eager 
voices of fome Lazaroni at a diftance on the 
(hore, as they contended at the fimple game 
of maro. From the bowery lattices of a 
fmall pavilion within the orangery, he per- 
ceived a light, and the fudden hope, which 
it occafioned, of feeing Ellena, almofl over- 
came him. It was impoffible to refift the 
opportunity of beholding her, yet hecheck- 
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ed the impatient ftep he was tsBdng, to a(k 
himfelf, whether it was honorable thus tO' 
fteal upon her retirement, and become aa 
unfufpefted obferver of her fecret thoughts* 
But the temptation was too powerful for 
this honorable hefitation ; the paufe waff 
momentary j and, ftepping lightly towards 
the pavilion, he placed himfelf near an ope» 
lattice, fo as to be flirouded from obferva- 
tioi by the branches of an orange-tree, 
while he obtained a full view of the apart- 
ment, Ellena was alone, fittfeg in a 
thoughtful attitude and holding her lute, 
which {he did not play. She appeared loft 
to a confcioufnefs of furrounding objefts,. 
ind a tendemefs was on her countenance, 
which feemed to tell him that her thoughts^ 
were engaged by fome interefting fubjeft* 
Recollefting that, when laft he had feen her 
thus, ffie pronounced his name, his hope 
fcvived, and he was going to difcover him- 
felf and appear at her feet, when flie fpoke, 
and he paufed* 

««Why 
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. « W^hy tills unrcafonable pride of birth 1** 
&ld fhe; "A vifionary prejudice deftroys. 
out peace. Never would I fubmit to enter 
a family averfe to rocehre me ; they (hall 
karn, at l^aft, that I inherit nobility of fouL 
O ! Vivaldi ! but for this unhappy preju* 
dice P'-— 

Vivaldi, while he lift^ed to this, was im<^ 
movable ; he feemed as if entranced ; tfie 
found of her lute and -voice recalled Win, 
md he heard her fing the fir ft ftanaa of the' 
very air, with which h^ had opened the £c^i 
renade on a former Aight, and with fach^: 
fweet pathos as the compofer muft have felt* 
when he was infpired with the idea*. ' ' 

She paufed at the conclufion of the firftl 
ftanza, when Vivaldi, overcome by the: 
temptation of fuch an opportunity for ex*-' 
preding his paffion, fuddenly ftrucTc^ the 
chords of the lute, and replied to her in the' 
fecond. The tremor of hisvvoice, thou^ 
it reftrained his tones, heightened its elo*^ 
quence. EUena iftfltantly recoUefted it; 
her colour alternately faded and returned ; 
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and, before the verfe concluded, flie feemed 
to have loft all confcioufhefs. Vivaldi w2lA' 
now adtancing into the pavilion, vvhen his 
approach recalled her ; fhc waved him t<> 
retire, and before he could fpring to her fup- 
port, flie rofe and would have, left theplace^ 
had he not interrupted her and implored a 
tew moments attention. 

" It is impoifible,** &id Ellena. 

*♦ Let me only hear you fay that I am not 
hateful to you,** rejoined VivaWi j ** that 
this intruiion has not deprived me of the 
Tcgard, with which but now you acknow- 
ledged you honoured me/* — 

•* Oh> never, never !** interrupted Ellena^ 
impatiently ; ^' forget that I ever made fuch 
acknowledgment ; forget that you ever 
heard it j I know-not what I faid.** 

" Ah^ beautiM Ellena ! do you think it 
jioilible I ever can forget it ? It will be the 
folace of my folitary hours^ the hope that 
ihall fuftain me."— 

^* I cannot be detained Signor,** inter-* 
nipted EUend) ftill more embarraifed, ^' or 

forgive 
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for^je mylelf for having permiued fach a 
converfation ;" but as (he fpoke the laft 
words, aa involuntary fmile feemed to con- 
tradift their meaning. Vival^ betieved the 
fmile in fpite of the words ; but, before he 
could exprefstbe lightning joy of ccmvic- 
tion, ihe had left the pavilion ; he followed 
through the garden-^ but ihe was gone. 

From this moment Vivaldi feemed to have 
arifen into a new exiftence ; the whole world 
to him was Paradife ; that fmile feemed im-* 
I»cffled upon his heart for ever. In the 
fulnefs of prefent joy, he believed it impof-* 
fible that he could ever be unhappy again, 
and defied the utmoft malice of future for- 
tune. With footfteps light as air, he re- 
turned to Naples, nor once remembered to 
look for his old monitor on the way. 

The Marchefe and.his mother being from 
home, he was left at his leifure to indulge 
the rapturous recollection, that preiTed 
upon his mindy and of which he was impa* 
tient of a moment's interruption* All night 
he either traverfed Ips ap<Hrtm^nt with ^i 

agitation 
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aglditibn eqn^ to that^ wkkh andefy had fo 
ytely inAiSt^dj or coitipofed and deftroyed • 
ktters to EUena ; fomedmes fearing that ' 
be had wrktea too much, and at oth^i^ 
feeling that he* had written too littfe ; i^^ 
eoiledtiag dr^^inftaiR^es which he ought to^ 
have in€ntioned5 and lamtoting the coKt 
exprdlioft of a f^aflioi^.totwhith it appeared 
that no language could db jiiftice.< 
' By the hour .whfen t44e doifieftics hadi 
rifen,' he had^ how^er^ iEbmpleted^ a iett^r^ 
fomewhat mdt^ ^ hi» faiisfailion^. and he. 
difpfifcfied it to the vllU Akieri by a con- 
fidential perfon ;• but the fervztnt had; 
fcarcely quitted the gates, when he rfecot- 
feSed new arguments, which he wifhed to 
urge, taid expreffioHS lo change of the ut-^ 
moft . importance to enforce his meanings 
and he would have given- half the world to> 
have recalled the meffenger*. 

In tfiis ftate of agitation he was fummon*- 
cd to attend the Marchefe, who had been 
too much engaged of liate to keep his own 
appointment* Vivaldi was not long- in 

doubt 
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dotU>t as to the iuiije^ of this fotbr- 
view. . ' 

" I h^t wiihed to ^|)eak with you/* (aid 
th€ Mar^hefe, . affuming an ait of haughty 
fcverity, ^ upon a fubjeft of the utmoft 
impdf tance to your honour and happinefs ; 
and I wifhed, affo, to give you aft opportu-? 
nity of contradxdKng a'report, which would 
have occafioned me ccmfiderable uiieafin^fsj 
if I could have belfeved it, Happly I had 
too much confidence in my foa to credit 
this ; and I affirmed that he under (lood tdo* 
well what was due both to his family and! 
himfelf, to take any ftep derogatory front 
the dignity of either^ My motive for this 
converfation, therefore, is merely to afford 
you a moment for refuting the cakimny I 
fhaH mention, and to obtain for myfelf au- 
thority for contradicting it to the perfons 
who have communicated it to me.** 

Vivaldi waited impatiently for the con-; 
clufion of -this exordium, and then begged 
to be informed of the fubje£l of the re* 
port. 

' ^ "It 
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^*Il is faid," rcfamed the Marcbefe) 

^ that *therc is a young woman, who is 

called EUena Rofalba,— I think that is the 

jaame;— do you know any perfon of the 

name ?" 

** Do I know !" exclaimed Vivaldi, " but 
pardon me, pray proceed, my Lord.*^ 

The Mal'chefe patded, and regarded his 
fon with ftemnefs, but without fiurprize* 
^* It is faid, that a young perfon of this 
name has contrived to fafdnate your affec- 
tions, and*'— — 

** It is moft true, my Lord, that Signora 
Rofalba has won my affeftions,'^ interrupt- 
ed Vivaldi with honeft impatience, " but 
without contrivance.** 

*' I will not be interrupted,'* faid the 
Marchefe, interrupting in his turn. " It is 
£ud that fhe has fo artfully adapted her 
temper to yours, that, with the afliftance of 
a relation who lives with her, fhe has re- 
duced you to the degrading fituation of her 
devoted fuitor.** 
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** Signora Rofalba has, my Lord, ex- 
alted mc to the honour of being her fuitbr,'' 
faid Vivaldi, unable longer to command his 
feelings. He was proceeding, when the 
Marchefe abruptly checked him, " You 
avow your folly then !*' 

" My Lord, I glory in my choice.'* 

*• Young i6an,** rejoined his feithcr, *^ as 
this ir the atrogance and romantic enthu- 
fiafm of a boy, I am willing to forgive it fiDf 
once, and obierye me, only for once. If 
you will acknowledge your error, inftantly 
difmils thi» new favourite."-— 

*«MyLordP' 

•* You muft inftantly difmifs her,** re-; 
peated the Marchefe with ftemer emphafis ; 
" and, to prove that I am more merciful 
than juft, I am willing, on this condition^ 
to allow her a fmall annuity as fome repa- 
ration for the depravity, into which you 
have aififted to fink her." 

*« My Lord !" exclaimed Vivaldi aghaft^ 
and fcarcely daring to truft his voice, ^* my. 
Lord ! —depravity ?" ilrugglmg for breath* 

"Who 
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^' Who has dared to pollute ber fpotlef^ 
fame by infultihg your earft with fuch in*' 
famous faUehood ? Tell me, I conjure you, 
inftandy tell me, that I may haften to give 
him his reward« Depravity I — an annuity 
— an annuity ! O Ellena I EUena I" As he 
pronotinc^ her mtioe tears of tendemefs 
mingled with thofe of iadigaatkMU 
. ^* Young man,^ faid the Murchdfey wha« 
had obferved die tr^knce of hit emotion 
^ith . ftrong difpleafurd smd alarm« ^^ I do^ 
not lightly give faith to report, ind I caa-r 
not fuffer myfelf to doubt Che tnilb' of wfafll^ 
I have advanced* You are decexved» and 
your vanity vdll continue the delufion, un* 
left I condefcend to exert . my authority,* 
and tew' the veil ^qm yqur eyes. Difiniia 
her inftantly, $nd I will adduce proof of hef 
f<»iner . character which will.ftagger eveft 
yoiu" &ith, entbjafiaftic as it i$«'* 

" Difmifs her !** . repeijted Viyaldi^ with 
€dlm' yet ftern enorgy, . fuch a$r his. fittfaer 
bad never feen him ^umc ; ^ My Loyd,. 
you haVe never yet doubted my word, and 

I cow 
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I now pledge you that honcmrabk yfotdf 
that EUena is innocent. Innocent I O hca^ 
vens, that it fliould ever be neceffary to af- 
firm fo, and^ above all^ that it (hbuld ever 
be neceffary for me to vindicate her !" 

" I muft indeed lament that it : eter 
fliould/* replied thq Marchefe coldly* 
** You have pledged ypur woj'd.^ which 1 
ctonot qucftion. I believe, therefore, thw 
you are deceived ; that you think her vi*"* 
tuous, notwithftaading your midnight vifits 
to her hoiife* And grant ihe is, unhappjr 
boy ! ^hat reparation can . you make hot 
for the infatuated folly, which has thuS 
ilained her charafter ? What*^-— r* 

" By proclaiming to the world, my Lord, 
that (he is worthy of becoming my >vife,'' 
replied Vivaldi., with aglow of countenance^ 
which announced the cpurage and the «it 
ultation of a vfe-tuous mind, , 

** Your wife I" faid the Matchefe,. with 
a Ipojk of ineffable difdain, whic^h .was uh 
ftantly fucceeded by one of angry ^la^m.-r-' 
" If I believed you could fo far forget whitt 
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is due to the honour of your houfe, I would 
for ever difclaim you as my fon.'* 

** O ! why/* exclaimed Vivaldi, in axi 
agony of conflifting paffions, ^^ why fhould 
I be in danger of forgetting what is due tcr 
a father^ when I am only averting what is 
due to innocence ; when I am only defend^ 
ing her, who has no other to defend her I 
Why may not I be permitted co reconcile 
duties fo congenial ! But, be the event what 
it may, I will defend the oppreflfed, and 
glory in the virtue, which teaches me, that 
it is the firft duty of humanity to do fo« 
Tes, my Lord, if it muft be fo, I am ready 
to facrifice inferior duties to the grandeur of 
a principle, which ought to expand all hearts 
and impel all adions^ I fhadl beft fupport 
the honour of my houfe by adhering to its 
diftates/r 

** Where is the principle,'* faid the Mar- 
chefe, impatiently, ^^ which Ihall teach you 
to difobey a father j where is the tirtue 
which fliall inftruft you to degrade your 
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«« There can te no degradation, my 
Lord^ where thore is no vice," replied Vi- 
valdi ; ^' and there are inflances, pardon me, 
my Lord, there are fome few inftances in 
i^vhich it ii virtuous to difobey.** 

** This paradoxical morality," faid th^ 
Marchefe, with paffionate difpleafure, " and 
this romantic language, fufGciently explain 
to me the charafter of your aflbciates, and 
the innocence of her, whom you defend 
with fo chivalric an air. Are you to learn, 
Signcir, that you belong to your femily, not 
your family to you 3 that you are only a 
guardian of its honour, and not at liberty 
to difpofe of yourfelf ? My patience will en- 
dure no more !" 

Nor could the patience of Vivaldi endure 
this repeated attack'on the honor of Ellena. 
But, while he yet afferted her innocence, 
he endeavoured to do fp with the temper, 
which was due to the prefence of a father } 
and, though he maintained the indepen- 
dence of a man, he was equally anxious to 
preferve inviolate the duties of a fon. B!# 

10 wifer- 



unfortunately the Marchefe arfd Vivaldi dif- 
fered in opinion concerning the limits of 
thefe duties ; the firft extending them to 
paffive obedience, and the latter conceiving 
them to conclude at a point, wherein the 
happinefs of an individual is fo deeply con- 
cerned as in marriage. They parted mu- 
tually inflamed ; Vivaldi unable to prevail 
with his father to mention the name of his 
infamous Infonnant, or to acknowledge 
himfelf convinced of EUena's innocence ; 
and the Marchefe equally unfuccefsful in 
iiis endeavours^ to obtain' from his fon a pro- 
mifc that he would feelierno more. 

Here then wa^ Vivafdi, who only a few 
Ihort hours before had experienced a happi- 
nefs fo fupreme as to efface all impreffions 
of the paft, and to annihilate every confi- 
deration of the future ; a joy fo full that it 
permitted him not to believe it pdffible that 
he could ever agairt tafte of mifery ; he, 
who had felt as if that moment was as art 
jeternity, rendering him independent of all 
tbersl — even he * was thus foon felleii 

mto 






■( 7.» > 

into the region of time and of fufiet« 
ing. 

The prefent nonSiOi of paflion appeared 
^ndlefs ; he l(5ved his father, and would have 
be^ more (hocked to coniider the vexation 
he "was preparing for him, had he not been 
refenffiil of the contempt he exprelled for 
Ellena. He adored Elleiia ; and, while he 
felt the impra£lability of resigning hid hopes, 
was equally indignant of the flander, which 
affeded her name, and impatient to ayenge 
the infult upon the original defamerJ 

Though the difpleafure of his father con- 
cerning a marriage with Ellefaa had been 
already forefeen, the experience of it was 
feverer and more painful than he had ima- j 
gined; while the indignity offered to Ellena 
was as unexpeded as intolerable. But this 
circumftance furniflied him with an addi- 
tional argument for addreffing her}, for,, if it 
had been poilible that his love could hzve 
paufed, his honour feemed now engaged in 
her bebaJf ; and, fince he bad been a means 
of fuUying her fame, it became his-di(ty fo 
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teftore it. Willingly liftening to the dic- 
tates of a duty fo plaufible, he determmed 
to perfevere Ih his original defign. But his 
firft efforts were directed to difcover her 
fianderer, .and recolleding, with furprize, 
thofe words of the Marchefe, which hact 
confeffed a knowledge of his evening vifitr 
to the villa Altieri, the doubtful warnings of 
the monk feemed explained. He believed 
that this man was at once the fpy q{ his 
fteps, and the defamer of his love, till the 
inconiiftency of fuch condud with the 
feeming friendlinefs of his admonitions, 
ftruck Vivaldi and compelled him to believe 
the contrary. 

Meanwhile, the heart of Ellena had been 
"little lefs traHquil. It was divided by love 
and pride ; but had fhe . been acquainted 
with the circumftances of the late intervie^r 
between the Marchefe and Vivaldi, it would 
bavie been divided no longer, and a juft 
regard for her own dignity would inftantly 
have taught her to fubdue, without difE- 
€ulty, this infant affe^on. 
; . . Signoi» 
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Signora Bianchi had informed her niece 
of the fubjea of Vivaldi's vifit ; but fhc 
had foftened the objeftionabie circum* ' 
ftances that attended his propofal, and had, 
at firft, merely hinted that it was not to be 
fappofed his family would appi-ove a con- 
nedion ^di any perfon fo much their in- 
ferior in rank as herfel£ EUena, alarmed 
by this fuggeftion, replied, that, fince fhe 
believed fo, (he had done right to rejedl 
Vivaldi's fuit ; but her %h, as flie faid this, 
did not efeape the obfervation of Signora 
Bianchi, who ventured to add, that fhe had 
not abfolutely rejefted his offers. 

While in this and future converfations, 
EUena vras pleafed to perceive her fecret • 
admiration thus juftified by an ' approbation 
fo indifputable as that of her aunt, and 
was willing to believe that the circum- • 
ftance, which had alarmed her jufl pride, was 
not fo humiliating as flie at firfl imagined, 
Bianchi was careful to conceal the real con- 
fiderations, which had induced her to. liften 
to Vivaldi, being well affured that they ^ 
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wauld haite ho weight with EUena, whofe 
generous heart and inexperienced mind 
would have revolted from mingling any 
motives of intereft with an engagement fo 
facred as that of marriage. When, how- 
ever^ from further deliberation upon the 
advamages, which fuch an atliancre muft 
fccure for her niece> Signora Bianchi de- 
termined to encourage his views, and to 
direft the mind of EUena, whofe affedtions 
were already engaged on her fide, the opi- 
nions of the latter were, found lefs duftile 
thaijL had been expefted. She was fhocked at 
the idea of entering clandeflinely the family of 
Vivaldi. But Bianchi, whofe infirmities urg- 
ed her wifhes, was now fo ftrongly convinced 
of the prudence of fuch an engagement for 
her niece, that fhe determined to prevail 
over her reluftance, though fhe perceived 
that this muft be by means more gradual 
and perfuafive than fhe had believed necef- 
fary. On the evening, when Vivaldi had 
furprifed from Ell^na an acknowledgment 
of her fentiments, her embarraflment and 

vexatbn, 
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vexation, on her returning to the Iroiife^" 
and relating what had occurred, fufficientlp 
exprefied to Signora Bianchi the exafl: 
fituation of her heart. And when, on the 
following morning, his letter arrived,, writ* * 
ten with the fimplicity and energy of truth, 
the aunt negleded not to adapt her remarks 
upon it, to the charader of Ellena, with ' 
her ufual addrefs, 

Vivaldi, after the late interview with the 
Marchefe, pafled the remainder of the day ' 
in confidering various plans, which might > 
difcover to him thie perfon, who had abufed ' 
the credulity of his father ; and i* the ' 
evening he returned once more to the villa 
Altieri, not in fecret, to ferenade the dark 
balcony of his miftrefs, but openly, and to * 
converfe with Signora Bianchi, who now 
received him more courteoufly than on his * 
fonner vifit. Attributing the anxiety m hid ^ 
countenance to the uncertainty, concerning 
the difpofition of her niece, fhe was neither 
Airprifed or offended, but ventured to re- 
lieve him from a part of it, by encouraging 
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his hopes. Vivaldi dreaded left fhe fhould 
enquire further refpefting the fentiments of 
his family,*but fte fpared both his deUcacy 
2nd her own on this point; and, after a 
converiation of confiderable length, he left 
the villa Altieri with a heart fomewhat 
foothed by approbation, and lightened by 
hope» although he had not obtained a fight 
of Ellena. The difclofure fhe had made of 
her fentiments on the preceding evening, 
and the hints fhe had received as to thofe 
of his family, ftill wrought upon her mind 
with too much effeft to permit an inter- 
view. 

Soon after his return to Naples, the 
Marchefa, whom he was furprifed to find 
difengaged, fent for him to her clofet, 
where a fcene paffed fimiiar to that which 
had occurred ^th his lather, except 
that the Marchefk was more dexter- 
ous in her queftions, and more fubtle in 
her ' whole conduft ; and that Vivaldi, 
n^ver for a moment, forgot the decorum 
which was due to a mother. Managing 

his 
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his paflions, rather than exafperating them, 
and deceiving him with refpeft to the de^ 
gree of refentment flie felt from his choice^ 
(he was lefs paffionate than the Marchefe 
in her obfervations and menaces, perhaps, 
only becaufe (he entertained more hope 
than he did of preventing the evil fhe con- 
templated. 

Vivaldi quitted her, unconvinced by her 
arguments, unfubdued by her prophecies, 
and unmoved in his defigns. He was not 
alarmed, becaufe he did not fufEciently un- 
derftand her character to apprehend her 
putpofes. Defpairing to effeft thefe by 
open violence,, flie called in an auxiliary of 
no mean' talents, and whbfe character and. 
views well adapted him to be an inftrument 
in her hands. It was, perhaps, the bafe- 
nefs of her own heart, not either depth o^ 
reflexion or keennefs of penetration, which 
enabled her to underftand the nature of » 
hh ; and (he determined to modulate that 
nature to her own views. 

E 3 Thepe 



( 78 ) 

There livefl in the Dominican convent 
of the Spirito Santo, at Naples, a man 
called father ScHedoni ; an, Italian^ as his 
name imported, but whofe family was un- 
known, and horn fome circumftances, it 
appeared, that he wiflied to throw an . im- 
penetrable veil over his origin. For what- 
ever reafon, he was never heard to mention 
a relative, or the place cf hi^ nativity, 2ind 
he had artfully eluded every enquiry that 
approached the fubjeft, which the curiofity 
of his aflbdates had occafionaVy prompted* 
There were circumftances, however, which 
appeared to indicate him to* be a man -of 
birth^ and of fallen fortime ; his ff>iiit, as 
it had fomeUmes look^ forth hem under 
the difguife of his manners, feemed lofty ; 
it (hewed not, however, the afpirings of A 
generous mind, but rather the gloomy 
pride of a difappointed one. Some few 
perfons in the convent, who had been in- 
terefted by his ippearance, beliei^d that 
the peculiarities of his manners, his fevere 
referve and unconquerable filence, his fo- 
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litary habits and frequent penances, were 
the efFe£l, of misfortunes preying upon a. 
haughty and^difordered fpirit ; while others 
conjeftured them the confequence of forae 
hideous crime gnawing upon an awakeni» 
ed confcience. 

He would fometimes abftraft himfelf froni 
the fociety for whole days together, or when 
with fuch a ilifpofidonhe was <:ompelied 
to mingle with it, he feemed unconfcious 
where he was, and continued flirduded in 
meditation and filence till he was again 
alone* There were times when it was un<» 
known whither he had retired, notwith* 
fianding that his ft^s had been watched, 
and his cuftomary hannts exammed« No 
one ever heard him con^hin. The eldor 
brothers of the conveiKt faid that he had 
talents, but denied him learnings they ap<- 
plauded him for the profound iubtlety 
which he occafionally difcovered in argu-^ 
ment, but obferyed that he feldom per- 
ceived truth when it lay on the furfacc ; 
be could fallow it tiffough ?iU theJabyrinthg 
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of difquifirion, but overlooked it, when it 
was undifguifed before him. In faft. he 
cared not for truth, nor fought it by bold 
and broad argument, but loved to exert the 
vnly cunning of his nature in hunting^ it 
through artificial perplexities. At lengthy 
fiom a habit of intricacy and fufpicion, his 
vitiated mind could receive nothing for 
truth, which was fimple and eafily compre- 
hended. 

Among his affociates no one loved him^ 
many difiiked him, and more feared him» 
His figure was flriking, but not fo . from 
grace ; it was tall, and, though extremely 
thin, his limbs were large and uncouth, and 
as he Aalked along, wrapt in the black gar^ 
ments _of his order, there was fomething 
terrible in its air ; fomething ahnoft fuper* 
human. His cowl, too,, as it threw a fhade 
over the livid palenefs of his face, encreaf- 
ed its fevere character, and gave an efie6E 
to his large melancholy eye, which ap- 
proached to horror. His was not the me- 
lancholy of a fenfible and wounded heart, 

. but 
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but apparently that of a gloomy and fer6« 
cious difpofition. There was fomething in 
his phyfiognomy extremely fingular, and 
that can not eafily be defined. It bore the 
traces of many paffions, which feemed to 
have fixed the features they no longer ani- 
mated. An habitual gloom and feverity 
prevailed over the deep lines of his couft-^ 
tenance ; suid his eyes were fo piercing that 
they feemed to penetrate, at a fingle glance 
into the hearts of men, and to read their 
mod fecret thoughts ; few perfons couI4 
fupport their fcrutiny, or even endure to 
meet them twice. Yet, notwithftanding 
W\ this gloom and aufterity, fame rare oc- 
cafions of intereft had called forth a charac- 
ter upon his countenance entirely different ; 
and he could adapt himfelf to the tempers 
and paffions of perfons, whom he wifhed 
to conciliate, with aflonifliing facility, and 
generally with complete triumph. Thismonk, 
this Schedoni, was the confeffor and fecret 
advifer of the Marchefa di Vivaldi. In the 
firft cffervcfcence of pride and indignations^ 
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^hich the difcovery of htr ienh iatended 
marriage occaiioned^ fht confulted idm on 
.the means of preventing k, and fhe foon 
perceived that his talents promifcd to CK^Mal 
her wiihes. jCach jp0iflr^ed, in a coofider- 
able degree, the power of aihfting' the 
ether ; Schedoni had fubtlety with ambi- 
tbn to urge it ; and the Marchefa had in- 
exorable pride, and courtly influence j the 
one hoped to obtain a high benefice for his 
Cervices, and the other to fecure the ima- 
ginary dignity of her houfe, by her gifts- 
Prompted by fuch paffions, and aihired by 
fuch views, they concerted in private, and 
imknown even to the Marchefe, the means 
of accomplifbing their general end. 

Vivaldi, as he*quitted his mother's clofet, 
had met Schedoni in the corridor leading 
thither. He knew him to be her confeffor^ 
and was not much furprifed to fee him, 
though the hour was an unufual one^ 
JSchedoni bowed his head, as he pafled, and 
aflumed a meek and holy countenance ; but 
Vivaldi, as he eyed him with a penetrating 

glance, 



glance, now recoileil with involuntary emo- 
tion ; and it feemed as if a ihuddering pre- 
fentiment of -what this monk was preparing 
for him, had crofled his mind. 
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CHAP. ffl. 

*^ Art thou any thing ? 



Art thou fome Gody fome Angd» or fome Deri} 
That mak'ft my blood co]d» and my iiair to ftand ? 
Speak to me, what thou art.'' 

Julius C/esar. 

V ivAjLDij jfrom the period of his laft 
vifit to Altieri, was admitted a frequent vi- 
fitor to Signora Bianchi, and EUena was, 
sx length, prevailed upon to join the party, 
when the converfation was always on indif- 
ferent topics. Bianchi, underftanding the 
difpofition of her niece*s afFeftions, and the 
accomplifhed mind and manners of Vivaldi, 
judged that he was more likely to fucceed 
by filent attentions than by a formal decla- 
ration of his fentiment$. By fuch declara- 
tion, EUena, till her heart was more en- 
gaged in his caufe, would, perhaps, have 
been alarmed into an abfolute rejeftion of his 
addreffes, and this was every day lefs likely 
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to hzpptay fo long as he had an opportu- 
nky of converfing with her. 

Signora Bianchi had acknowledged to 
Vivaldi that he had no rival to apprehend ; 
that EUena had uniformly rejefted every 
admirer who had hitherto difcovered her 
within the ihade of her retirement, and that 
her prefent referve proceeded more A-om 
confiderations of the fentiments of his fa- 
mily than from difapprobation of himfelf. 
He forbore, therefore, to prefs his fuit, till 
he fliould have fecured a ftronger intereft 
in her heart, and in this hope he was en- 
couraged by Signora Bianchi, whofe gentle 
remonftrances in his favour became every 
day more pleafing arid more convincing^ ; 

Several weeks paiTed away in this kind 
of intercourfe, till Eliena, yielding to the 
reprefentations of Signora Bianchi, and to 
the pleadings of her own heart, received 
Vivaldi as an^ acknowledged admirer, and 
the fentiments of his family were no longer 
remembered, or^^if remembered, it was 

with 
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-^th a hope that they might be overcome 
by confideratiom more powerful. 

The lovers, iwcith Signora Biancfai and a 
Signor Giotto, a diftant relation of the 
latter, frequently aiade excurfions in the 
delightful environs of Naples ; for Vivaldi 
Was no longer anxious to conceal his at- 
tachment, but vrifhed to contradid any r^ 
port injurious to his love, by the publicity 
of his condu A ; while the comfideration, that 
Ellena's name hadfuffered by his late impru- 
dence, contributed, with the unfufpc£king 
innocence and fweetnefs qf her manners 
towards him, who had been the occafion 
of her injuries, to mingle a (acred pity 
with his love, which obliterated all &mily 
politics from his mind, and bound lier ir- 
recoverably to his heart. 

Thefe excurfions foihetimesled them to 
Puzzuoli, Baia, or the woody cliffs of Pau- 
filippo, and as, on their return, they glided 
along the moon-light bay, the melodies of 
Italian ArainsYeemed to give enchantment ^ 
to ihe fcenery of its fhore. At this cool 
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boar th^ voices of the vme-dreflets were 
frequently heMrd in* trio, as they repofed, 
aifter the labour of the day, on fome plea* 
iant promoiuory^ unda* the ihade of pop- 
lars ; <ir the bnik mufiC of the dance from 
flflietnaen, on the margin of the waves be- 
low. The boatm^ refted on their oar$, 
while their company liftened to. voices mo- 
dulated by fenfibiUty to finer eloquence, 
than is in the power of art alone t0 difplay ; 
and at others, while they obferved the airy 
natural grace, which di&inguifhes ithe dance 
of the ^fiihermen and peafants of Naples. 
Frequently as they gtided round a pro- 
montory, whoie ihaggy rtiaf&s iin|>ended far 
over the fea, fuch magic fcenes of beauty 
unfolded, adorned by thefe dancing groups 
on the bay beyond^ as no pencil could do 
juftice to. The deep clear waters refleded 
every image of the laadfcape, the cliffsii 
branching into wild forms, crowned with 
groves, whofe rough foliage often fpread 
down fheir fteeps in pifturefque luxuriance ; 
ths ruined villa on fome bold point, peep« 

ing 
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ing through the trees ; peafants* cabins 
• hanging on the precipices, and the dancing 
' figures on the ftrand —all touched with the 
filvery tint and loft (hadows of moon-light. 
On the odier hand, the lea trembling mth 
a long line of radiance, and fhewing in the 
clear diftance the fiuls of veflels ftealing in 
every diredion alcmg its furface, prefented 
a profpect as grand as the landfcape uas 
beautiful* 

One evening that Vivaldi &t ivith Ellena 
and Signora Bianchi, in the very pavilion 
where he had overheard that fhort but in- 
terefting foliloquy, which aflured him of her 
regard, he ploided with more than his ufual 
eameftnefs for a fpeedy marriage. !Kanchi 
did not oppofe his arguments ; fhe had been 
unwell for fome time, and, believing herfetf 
to be declining faft, was anxious to have 
their nuptials concluded. She furveyed with 
languid eyes, the fcene that fpread before 
the pavilion. The ftrong effulgence which 
a fetting-fun threw over the fea, fhewing 
innumerably gaily painted fhips, andfifhing- 

boats 
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boats returning from Santa Lucia into the 
port of Naples, had no longer power to 
cheer h^r. Even the Roman tower that 
terminated the mole below, touched as it 
was with the flaming rays ; and the various 
figures of fifhermen, who lay fmoking be- 
neath its walls, in the long fhadow, or flood 
in the funfhine on the beach, watching the 
^{^roaching boats of their comrades, com- 
bined a pifhure which was no longer in- 
terefting. " Alas !'* faid flie, breaking 
from meditative iilence, ^' this fun fo glo- 
rious, which lights up all the various co- 
louring of thefe fliores, and the glow of 
thoTe majdlic mountains ; alas ! I feel that 
it will not long Ihine for me— my eyes muft 
foon clofe upon the profpefl: for ever !" 

ToEUena's tender reproachfor thismelan- 
choly fuggeftion Bianchi replied only by ex- 
prei&ng an earneft wifh to witnefs the certain- 
ty of her being protefted ; adding, that this 
muft be foon, or fhe Ihould not live to fee 
it, EUena, extremely ftiocked both by this 
prefage of her aunt's fate, and by the direft 

reference 



reference made to her own condition fai the 
prefence of Vivaldi, burfl: into tears, while 
he, fupported by the wifhes of Signora 
Bianchi, urged his fuit with encreafed in- 
tereft, 

" This is not a tinie for feftidious fcru- 
pies," faid Bianchi, *^ now that a folemn 
truth calls out to us. My dear girl, I will 
not difguife my feeHngs ; they affure me 
I have not Jfong to live. Orant me th^i 
the only requefl I have to make» and nsf 
iait hours will be comforted*'* 

After a pauie ihe added, as ^fhe took the 
hand of hex niete^ ^ This w3i, no doubt, 
be an awful iepatation to m botii ; smd it 
xmift alfo be ^ mournful OMf Signer »'' 
turning to K^valdiy ^^ for fhe has been as a 
daughter to nie, and I have^ I truft^ fulfilled 
to btr. the duties of a mother. Judge then^ 
what ^will be her feelings when I am no 
more^ But it will be your care to footh 
them." 

Vivaldi lodged at EUena, and would have 
fpok6n ; her aant» howeyer, proceeded* 
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" My own feelings would now be little left 
poignant, if I did not believe that I was 
confiding her to a tendernefs, which cannot 
diminiih ; that I fhould prevail with her to 
accept the protediou of a hufband. To 
you, Signor, I commit the legacy of my 
child. Watch over her future moments, 
guard her irom inquietude as vigilantly 
as I. have done, and, if poi&ble^ from mi£> 
fortune ! I have yet much to iayw but my 
fpirits are exhaufted." . 

While he liftened to this iacred charge^ 
and recollected the injury Ellena had aU 
ready fuftained for his iake^ by the crue) 
obliquy which the Marchefe had thrown 
upon her chara&er, he fuffez^d a d^ee of 
generous indigjnation^ f which he fcarcely 
could <x>nceal the c^ufe, and a fucceeding 
tendemds that almoft melted him to tears ^ 
and he fecretly vowied to defend her fame 
aud protect her peace, at the lacrifice of 
every other confideration. 

Bianchi, as flie concluded her exhorta-* 
tion, -gave Eliena's hand to Vivaldi, who 

received 
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received it with emotion fuch as his counte- 
nance, only, could exprefs, and with folemn 
fervour raifing his eyes to heaven, vowed 
that he never would betray the confidence 
thus repofed in him, but would watch over 
the happinefs of Ellena with a care as ten- 
der, as anxious, and as unceafing as her 
owii : that from this moment he confidercd 
himfelf bound by ties not lefs facred than 
thofe whftch the church confers, ' to defend 
her as his wife, and would do fo to the 
lateft moment of his exiftence. As he faid 
this, the truth of his feelings appeared id 
the energy of his manner. _ " 

EUena, ftill weeping, and agitated by va- 
rious confiderations, fpoke not, but with* 
drawmg the handkerchief from her face, 
ihe looked at him through her tears, with 
a fmiie fo meek, fo affeftionate, fo timid, 
. yetfo confiding, as expreffed all the mingled 
amotions of her heart, and appealed nfore 
eloquently to his, than the mod energetic 
language could have done. 

Before 



( 93 ) 

Before Vivaldi left the villa, he had feme* 
(luther converfation with Signqra Bianchi, 
when it was agreed that the nuptisds fhould . 
be fplenmized on the following week, if 
EUena eould be prevailed on to confirm 
her confent fo foon j. and that when he re- 
turned the next day, her determination 
would probably be made known to him. 

He departed for Naples once more with 
the lightly-bounding fteps of joy, which, 
however, when he arrived there, was fome- 
what alloyed by a meffage from the Mar- 
chefe, demanding to fee him in his cabinet. , 
Vivaldianticipated thefubjeft of the interview, 
and obeyed the fummons with reluftance. 

He found his lather fo abforbed in 
thought, that he did not immediately per . 
ceive him. On railing his eyes from the 
floor, where difcontent and perplexity 
feemed to have held them, he fixed a ftern 
regard on Vivaldi. " I underftand,'* faid 
he, " that you perfift in the unworthy pur- 
fuit againft which I warned you. I have 
left you thus long to your own difcretion, 

becaufe 
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becaufe I was wiUing to afford you an op- 
portunity of retrafting with grace the de- 
claration, which you have dared to m^e me 
of your principles and intentions ; but your 
conduft has not therefore been th^ lefi ob- 
ferved; I am mformed that your vifits have ' 
been as frequent at the refidence of the un* 
happy young woman, who was the fubjeft 
of our former conwrfation, as formerly, 
and that you are as much infatuated.'* 

"^ If it is Signora feofalba, whom your 
lordftiip means,*' faid Vivaldi, ^ flie is not 
unhappy; and I do not fcruple to own,* 
that I am as fincerely attached to her as 
ever. Why, my dear father,*' continued ' 
he, fubduing the feelings which this de- 
grading mention of Ell^na had aroufed, 
*' why will you perfift in oppofing* the hap- 
pinefs of your fon ; and above all, why will 
you continue to think unjuftly of her, who 
deferves your admiration, as much as my 
love?" • ' 

" As I am not a lover," replied the 
Marchefe, " and that the ^ age of boyifli 
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Credulity is pad with me, I do not wilfully 
clofe my mind againft examination, but am 
direfted by proof and yield to convidlion/' 
** What proof is it, my Lord, that has 
thus eafily convinced you ?" faid Vivaldi j 
*• Who is it that perfifts in abufmg your 
•confidence, and in deftroying my peace ?^ 

The Marchefe haughtily -reproved his fon 
for fuch doubts and queftions, and a long 
converfation enfued, which feemed neither 
• to reconcile the interefts or the opinions 
of either party* The Marchefe perfifted 
, in accufation and menace ; and Vivaldi in 
defending EUena, and in affirming, that his 
affeftions and intentions were irrecover* 
able. 

Not any art of perfuafion could prevail 
with the Marchefe to adduce his proofsj or 
deliver up the name of his informer ; nor 
any menace awe Vivaldi into a renunciation 
of Ellena; and they parted mutually dif- 
fatisfied. The Marchefe had failed on this 
occafion to aft with his ufual policy, for his 
menaces and accufations had aroufed fpirit 

and 



( 96 ) 

and indignation, when kindnefs and gentle 
remonftrance would certainly have awa- 
kened filial affeftion, and might have occa- ^ 
fiohed a conteft in the breaft of Vivaldi. 
Now, no ftruggle of oppofing duties divided 
his refolution. He had no hefitation on 
the fubjeft of their difpute ; but^ regarding . 
his father as a haughty oppreffor who woUld 
rob him of his mod facred right ; and as 
one who did not fcruple to ftain the name 
of the innocent and the defencelefs, when 
his intereft required it, upon the doubtful 
authority of a bafe informer, he fuifered 
neither pity or remorfe to mingle with the 
refolution of afferting the freedom of his 
nattire ; and was even more anxious than 
before, to conclude a marriage which he 
believed would fecure his own happinefs, 
and the reputation of EUena. 

He returned, therefore, on the following 
day to the villa Alderi, with encreafed im- 
patience to learn the ^-cfult of Signora Bian- 
chi's further converfation with her niece, 
and the day on which the nupdals might 

be 



( 97 )' 

be foieninized. On the way thither, U^ 
thoughts were wholly occupied by EUena, • . 
and he proceeded mechanically, and with* 
out obrerving where he was, till the ihade 
which the ^ell-known arch threw over the 
road jecalled him to local circumftances, 
arid a voice inftantly arreft^d his attention. 
It was the voice of the monk, whofe figure 
again paffed before him. " Go not to' the 
villa Altieri," it fai,d folemnly, " for death 
h in the houfe !" 

Before Vivaldi could recover from the 
difmay into which this abrupt affertion and 
Xudden appearance had thrown him, the 
ftranger was gone^ He had .^fcaped in the 
gloom of the place, and feemed to have re- 
tired into the obfcurity, from which he had 
fo fuddenly emerged, for he was not feen 
to depart from under the archway. Vivaldi 
purfued Km with his voice, conjurmg him 
to appear, and demanding who was dead j 
but no voice replied. 

Believing that the ftranger could not have 

efcaped unfeen from the^arch by any way, 
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but that leading to the fortrefs above, Vivaldi 
began to afcend the fteps, when, confiderihg 
that the more certain means of underftand^ 
Ing this awful affertion would be, to go im- 
mediately to the villa Altieri, he left this 
portenlx>us ruin, and haftened thither. 

An indifferent perfon would probably 
have underftood the words of the monk to 
allude to Signora Bianchi, whofe infirm 
ftate of health raidered her death, though 
fudden, not improbable ; but to the af- 
fri^ted fiaincy of Vivaldi, the dying EUena 
only appearwi. His fears, however proba- 
biliu« might fenflion, or the event juftify 
them,^ were natural to ardent affedion ; 
but they were accompanied by a prefenti- 
ment as extraordinary as it was horrible ; 

it occurred to him more than once, that 

EUena was murdered. He faw her wound- 
ed, and bleeding to death ; faw her afhy 
countenance, and her wafting eyes, fiom 
which the fpirit of life was fall departing, 
turned piteoufly on himfelf, as if imploring 
bim to fave her from the fete that waf 
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dragging; Iker to^ the grave. And^ ^Ucn^ 

he reached the boundary of the garden^ 

his whole frame trembled fb, ivith hottrible 

apprehenfion, that be refled a wHile^xmable 

to venture fuhher toward^'this truth. At 

length, he fiimmoified c'durage to dare it,. 

and, unlocking a private gate, of which he 

had lately received the key, becaufe it fpkred 

him a confiderable diilance'of the road ta 

Naples, he approached the houfe. Everyr 

place around it was filent^ and fbrfaken y 

many of thc^ lattices were' clbfed, and, as he 

endeavoured to coUeft ftofn every trivial 

curcumftance feme conjedure, his fpirits fUll 

funk a& he- advanced, till, having arrived 

within a few paces of the portico^ all ' his 

fears were confirmed. He heard fromwith- 

in a feeble found of lamentation, and then 

fome notes of that folemn and peculiar kind 

of recitative, which is in fome parts of Italy 

the reqmem of the dying. The founds 

Were fo low and diftant that they only mur- 

xiwred^ on his eftr ; but, without paufing 

fw information, he ru%d into the portico, 
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and' knocked loudly at the fblding doors, 
now clpfed againft him. 

After repeated fummonfes, Beatrice, the 
old houfe-keeper, appeared. She did not 
wait for VivaUdi's oiquiries. " Alas ! Sig- 
nor,'* faid Ihe, /' alas-arday ! who would 
have thpught it ; who woul^ have expec- 
ted fuch a change as this ! It was only yef- 
ter-evening that you was here,— fhe was 
then as well as I am ; who would have 
thought that flie would be dead to-day ?" 

" She is dead, then !" exclaimed Vival- 
di, ftruck to the heart ; " fhe is dead !*' 
ftaggering towards a pillar of the hall, and 
endeavouring to fupport himfelf againft it. 
Beatrice, ihocked at his condition, would 
have gone- for affiftance, but he waved her 
to ftay. « When did (he die,*V faid he, 
drawing breath with difficulty, " how and 
where ?'* 

** Alas ! here in the villa, Signor," re- 
pBed Beatrice, wcq>ing; " who would have 
thought that I ihould live to fee this day ! 

I hoped 



( lol J 

I hoped to have laid down my old bon6s 

in peace.'* 

" What has caufed her death V inter- 
rupted Vivaldi impatiently, " and when 
did (he die?'* 

" About two of the clock this morning, 
Signor ; about two o'clock. O miferabfe 
day^ that I fhould live to fee it !" 

"I am better,*' faid Tivaldi, raifing him-^^ 
felf ; " lead me to her apartment,— I muft 
fee her. Do'not hcfitate, lead me on/* 

*« Alas ! Signor,^ it is a difmal fight ; 
why fhould you wifli to fee her ? Be per- 
fuaded ; do not go, Signor j it is a woeful 

fight!** 

** Lead me on,** repeiated Vivaldi ftern- 

ly J " or if you reftife, I will find the way 

myfelf.** 

Beatrice, terrified by his look ^nd gef- 
ture, no longer oppofed him, begging only 
that he would wait till fhe had informed 
her lady of his arrival ; but he followed 
her clofely up the ftaircafe and along >k 
corridpr that led round the weft fide of the 
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lioufe, vAtich brought him to a Smac of 
chambers darkened by the clofe^ lattices, 
^du'ough wbxA Jbe paiTed towards the one 
w£ere. lihe body lay^ The r^ui^m ha4 
ceafed, and no found difturbed ihe aw&l 
flillae& liiat prevailed in fbefe defer ted 
i-ooms. At the door of the h& apartssent, 
where he was compdiled to iftop, his agita- 
tioa iKas fvidk, .that Be^ice,^ expeifting 
€»Gry vifitsiXit to fee hun link to ihe ^oof^ 
made an ^flbrt to fuppcut him with iier 
feeble aid» but lie g»re z fygazl br her to 
retire. He foon recovesed Jhimfeif and 
pa&ad into ihp jAsmbfx of iiealh, the &>« 
lemnity of which might have afiefted htm 
. ja any Esther fbute of his ipuits ; hut 'diefe 
v^re aow too fevei;ely pisefled. upon by t^I 
fufifermg to fed the influence of local cir« 
€mi49:ai3iQes. Approaching the bed on i^ich 
the coxpfe was Iaid» he raifed his eyes to the 
jiK>^n^r wJiio hung weeping over it, and 
behfJd— EUena 1 who, furprized by this 
fuddeh intrufion, and ftill more by the agi- 
tation of Vivaldi, repeatedly demanded the 
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occafion of k. But he had . neither power 
or kicliiiation to explain a circumftance^ 
which muft deeply wound the heart of 
Ellena^ fince it would have told that the 
fame event, which excited her grief, acci- 
•deataUy ;infpired his joy. ^ 
. He did not loiig intrude upon thefacred- 
Jiefs of fonx)w, and the fliort tkne he re- 
mained was employed in endeavours to 
<omBiand his own eoiotion and to foothe 
her'^. 

When he left EUena, he had fome con- 
verlation with Beatrice, as to the death of 
Signora Bianchi, and underflood that fhe 
had retired to reft on the preceding night 
apparently in her ufual ftate of healths 
" It was about one in theanoming, Signor," 
^continued Beatrice, *' I was waked out of 
my firft fleep by anoife in my lady's cham- 
ber. It is a grievous thing to .me, Sigr 
nor, to be waked from my firft fleep, and 
I, Santa Maria forgive me 1 was angry at 
being difturbed 1 So I would not get np^ 
hut laid my head upon the piflow again, 
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and tried to fleep ; but prefently I heard 
the noife again ; nay now, fays 1, fbmebody 
muft be up in the houfe, that's certain. I 
had fcarcely faid fo, Signer, when I heard 
my young lady's voice calling « Beatrice 1 
Beatrice!' Ah! poor young lady ! ihew^as 
indeed in a fad fright, as well fhe might. 
She was at my door in an inftant, and look- 
ed as pale as death, and trembled fo I * Bea- 
trice,' faid flie, ^ rife this moment; my aunt 
is dying/ She did not ftay for my anfwer, 
but was ^one direftly. Santa Maria pro- 
teft me ! I thought I fhould have fwooned 
outright.'* 

" Well, but your lady ?" faid Vivaldi, 
whofe patience the tedious circumlocution 
of old Beatrice had exhaufted. 

" Ah ! jny poor lady ! Signor, I thought 
I never fhould have been able to reach her 
room ; and when I got there, I was fcarce- 
►ly more alive than herfelf.— There Ac lay 
on her bed ! O it was a grievous fight to 
fee ! there fhe lay, looking fo piteoufly ; I 
faw fhe was dying. She could not fpeak, 
■^ though 
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though, (he trie4 often, but (he was fenfible, 

for ihe would look fo at Signora Ellena, 

an4 th^ try again to fpeak ; it almoit 

broke one's heart to fee her. Something 

feemed ta lie upon her noind, and fhe trie^ 

almoft to the lafl to tell it -, and ^ ib^ 

grafped Signora Ellena's^ l^nd, ihe would 

,ftill look up in her face wi^h fuch doleful 

e^preflion as no one whp had not a hear,t 

. of ftone could bear. My poor young mif- 

trefs was quite overcome by it, and ^ried 

,as if her heart would brealj. Poor yojiung 

lady ! fhe has loft a friend indeed, fuch-^a 

one as fhe muft never hope to fee again* '*' 

^^ But fhe fhall find one as firm, and af- 
fectionate as the laft!" exclaimed Yiv^^i 
fervently* 

** The good Saint grant it may proi^ 
fo !" replied Beatrice, do.ubtingly. " All 
that could be done for our dear lady// fhe 
continued, ** was tried, but with npr 9>v^l. 
She could not fwallow what the Do^r of- 
fered her. She grew &intcr and famtei^ yet 
would often utter fuch deep fighs, and then 

F 5 would 
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would gtsfy my hand fo hard ! At tiii ftie 
turaed her «jres from Signora KU&islj and 
they grew duller and fixed^ atod fh^feemed 
not to fee what was before her. Alas ! I 

» 

knew theft flie- was going,; her hand did 
hot prei^ mine as it had done a minute or 
two before, and a deadly coldnefs was upoii 
'it. Her face changed fo too in a few mi- 
nutes! This was aboiit two o'clock, and 
fce died before her confeffor could admi- 
niftir/^ 

"-. Beatrice ceafed to fpeak, and wept ; V5-* 
valdi almoft wept with her, and it was 
fonote time before he could commtand his 
voice fufficiently to enquire, what were the 
^fymptbms' of Signora Kanchi's- diforder^ 
and whether fhe had ever been thus fud- 
denly attacked before. ' ' 

** Never, Signor !'* ' rqjlf ed the old houfe- 
keeper ; " and though, to be furcj flie has 
ItMig Bfetn very infirm, and going down, as 
©he hiay feyj-yet,*^^"— 

^ What is it' you meani" faid Vivaldi. 



« Wliy, Signor, I do not kno# ^tt^tti* 
thsok about my lady's death. To be fiire; 
ihere iaMiothing, certain ; and I may only 
get ftoffed at^ if I fpeak my mind abroad, 
&r faobody 'wo^d believe me, it is fo 
ftrange, yet I muft have my own thoughts^ 
for all that/' 

« Do fpeak intelligibly,'' fiid Vivaldi,^ 
^ you need not apprehend cenfure irom 



me." 



^ Not from you, Signor, but if the re* 
port fliould get abroad, md k was known 
that I had fet it a-going/^ 

^* That never fliall be known from me»" 
iaid Vivaldi, with ^ncreafedL impatience^ 
^ tell me^ without fisar, all that yon con«^ 
jefture*" 

^ WeU then^ Signor^ I will own, that. I' 
do not like the fuddcaneft dF my lady's 
ddath, no, nor the manner of it, nor htr 
appearance after death 1" 

*^ Speak ezpUdtLy, a&d to thr pGinty'* 
fiidViraldL 

»6 «Naj, 
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** Nay, SigHor, there are fome folks that 
"Ixrill not underftand if you fpeak ever fo 
plain, I am fure I fpeak plain enough. If 
I might tell my mind,— I do not. believe 
£he came £urly by her death at laft I'* 
"How !'' faid. Vivaldi,. " your reafonsf' 
" Nay, Signer, I have gJven tbem al- 
ready } I &id I did not like' the fuddennefs 
of her death, nor her appearance after, 



nor"^ 



" Good heaven !** intcrruplied Vivaldi, 
^ you meati poifon !" ; * : : • 

** Hufhy Signor, hufc ! I do not fay that ; 
* but fhe did not feem to die naturally." 

** Who has been at the villa litely i" 
'bid Vivaldi, in a tiaahulous v<aicie..:. 

** Alas! Signor, nobody has been here; 
f^ic lived fo privat^ that fhefaw nobody." 
: *<.Not one period P' faid Vivaldi; ** con- 
..£ider,wel}; B^atrioe, had flic no vifitor?** 

^ Not of a long while, ^gnor, no vi- 

'Ihors^biiij! y<Mir^; and. her coufin Signor 

Giotto. The only other peciba that, has 

been within thefe walls for many weeks^ to 

^ * ^ " ; the 
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the beft of my remembrance, is a fifter of the 
Convent, who comes for the filks my young 
^ lady . embroiders." 

** Embroiders ! What convent?'' 

*' The Santa Maria della Pieta, yonder, 

Signor ; if you will ftep this Way to the 

- window, I will ihew it you. Yonder, 

among the woods on the hill-fide, jnft a- 

bove.thofe gardens that ftretch down to 

the bay. There '\s an olive ground clofe 

befide it, and bbferve, Signor, there is a 

red and yellowifh ridge of rocks rifes over 

, the woods higher ftill^ and looks as if it 

w^ould fall down .upon thofe old fpires. 

: Have you found it, Sign6r ?" 

" How loi^ is it fince this^ filler came 
. here ?** faid Vivaldi. , 

*' Three weeks at leaft, Signon*' ' 

** A^ you are certain that no^otber 
perfon has called within that time ?'* 

•^ IsTo pth^r, Signor, except the fiflier- 
man ^d the .gardener, and a man who 
brings maccaroni, and fuch fort of things ; 

4 for 



for it is liidi a icmg^way to Naples/Signor^ 
and I have fo fictle time. 

** Three weeks, fay you- 1 You faid three 
weeks, I timki Are yoa certain as to 

this r[ 

^^ Three weeks, Signor! Santa della^^ 
Pieta ! Da you believe, Signor, that we 
could fyJBi for three wedb ! Why,, they caA 
almoft every day/' 

^* I fpeak of the ftuii,'' faid Vivaldi- 

*< O yes, S%nor," replied Beatrice ; ** it 
fe that, at feaft, fince (he was here.** 

" This is flrangeT* fsad Vivaldi, mufing, 
^ but I' will talk with yoii foihe other time^ 
Meanwhile, I wilh yoa could contrive that 
I fhould fee the face of your deceafed lady, 
without the knowledge of j^gnora £llena« 
And, obferve me, Beatitce, be ftriftly filent 
a^ to your furmifes concerning her death : 
do noit fuffer any negligence to betray your 
fufpidons tp your young millrefs. Has 
&e any fufpkions herfi^ of the hme na^ 
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Beatrice repfied, that ihe befiered Si^. 
iKHra £fi£iia had none ; and proinifed faiths 
Mly to obferve his ngunffions. 

He then left the vHIa, meditating on the 
drcumftanceg he had juft learned, and oa 
the prophetic afiertioii of the nionk, be- 
tw^^n whom, and the ciufe of Bianchi^s 
fudden death, he could hot forbear fur- 
mifing daere was feme conneftion ; and it 
now occurred to him, and for the firft time, 
that this monk, this myfterfous ftranger, 
was no other Aan Schedoni, whom he had 
obferved of late going more frequently thait^ 
ttfual, to his mother's apartment. He at 
moft darted, in horror of th^ fufpidon,^ 
which this conje£t^ire led, arid precipitately 
rejefted itj as a poifon that woufd dieftroy 
his own peace for erer. But though he in^. 
ftantly difmifled the fufpicion; the conjec- 
ture returned Ho his mmd, and he endea- 
voured to recoHea: the voice and figure of 
the ftranger, that he might compare theni: 
with thofe of the confeflbn* The voices 
were,, he thought, of a diflferent t(»e, and 

the 
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the perfons of a differeht height and pro- 
portion. This comparifori, however, did 
not forbid him to fu'nniie that the ftranger 
was an agent of the confeflbr's ; that he 
was, at lead, a fecret fpy upon his a^ons, 
and the defamer of Eilena; while both, if in- 
deed there were two perfons concerned, ap- 
peared to be at the command of his parents. 
Fired with indignation of the unworthy arts 
that he believed to have been employed 
againft him, and impatient to meet the flan- 
dcrer of EUena, he determined to attempt 
fome decifive ftep towards a difcovery of 
the ^th, and either to compel the confeflbr 
to reveal k to him^ or to fearch oat his 
agent, who, he fancied, .was occafionally 
a refident within the ru{ns of Paluzzi. 

The inhabitants of the ccmvent, which 
JBeatrice had pointed out, did not efcape 
his confideration, but no reafon appeared 
for fuppofing them the .enemies of bis Ei- 
lena, who, OQ die contrary, he underftood 
had been for fome years amics^ly connect- 
ed with, them* Tlie embroidered filks, of 

which 
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which the old fervant had fpoken, fuifi- 
ciently explained the nature of the con- 
neAion, and difcovering more fully the 
drcumftances of Ellena's fortune, her con- 
duft heightened the tender admiration, with 
which he had hitherto regarded her. 

The hints for fufpicion which Beatrice 

had given refpeding the caufe of her mif- 

trefs's deceafe, inceffantly recurred to him 5 

and it appeared extraordinary, and fome- 

times in the higheft degree improbable, that 

any perfon could be fufEciently interefted in 

the death of a woman apparently fo blame- 

lefs, as to adminiller poifon to her. What 

motive could have prompted fo horrible a 

deed, was ftill' more inexplicable. It was 

true that ihe had long been in a declining 

ftate ; yet the fuddennefs of her departure 

and the fingularity of fome circupiftances 

preceding as well as fome appearances that 

had followed it, compelled Vivaldi to doubt 

as to the caufe. He believed, howevert 

that, after having feen the corpfe, hiji 

doubts mud vanifh } and Beatrice had pro< 

^ mifed^ 
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vdkdy that, if he could return in the even- 
ing, when Ellena had retired to reft, he 
ihould be permitted to vifit the chamber 
of the deceafed. There was fomeihing re- 
pugnant to his feelings, in going thus 
fecretly^ or, indeed, ^ all, to the nefidence 
of Ellena at this delicate period, yet it was 
aeceflary' he ihould introduce there fome 
medical profeiTor, on whofe judgment he 
jcould reft, re^>efling the occafion of Bian- 
chi's <teath ; and as he believed he ihould 
fh foon acquire the right of vindicating the 
Jhonour of EUena, that coniideration did not 
fa ib-iouily afied him as otherwife it woukl^ 
.have done. The enquiry which called him 
thither was, befides, of a nature too foletnn. 
a&d ixpportant to be lightly refigned 4 he 
had, therefore, told Beatrice he would be 
punflual to the hour ihe appointed. His 
intention to fearch for the monk was thus^ 
again interri^ted.. 
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CHAP. rv. 

*< Unfold -th' impenetrable t|iyfteiy^ 

. Tb{$ fets ygnr Tcml scd ^cm nt rnHek lEfcord/*^ 

. W u^N VivaMi TOturmed to Ifaptes^ hi& 
csaqulr^d ibr the Jt^bccheGi, of whom he 
wifhed to aik feme queftmas coosorxui^ 
^chedoflPtt, "which^ though be. ibarcdiy ex- 
feOa^ tfa^y would ^be ex|>HoitIy jofwcpedt 
x^ght yet kad to put of die truth fie 
ibught fofii 

The Marchda inas m Iibc doiet, and 
Vivalcti £omii the cdnMor wiih he^» 
" This man croflfes me, like my eril g^ 
nius^" faid he to himfelf as he eittered, 
^ bull I will know whether he deierves my 
fufpiclons before I leave the room.'^ 

Schedoni was fo deeply engaged la c(Hi« 
verfation, that he did not immediately per- 
ceive Vivaldi, who ftood for a moment 

examining 
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examining his countenance, and tracing 
fubjefts for curiofity in its deep lines. His 
eyes> while he fpoke, were caft downward, 
and his features were fixed in an expreilion 
at *once fevere and crafty. The Marchela 
was liflening with deep attention, her head 
inclined towards him, as if to catch the 
loweft murmur of his voice, and her face 
pifturing the anxiety and vexation of her 
mind. This was evidently a conference, 
. not a confeflion. 

Vivaldi Advancing, the monk raifed hk 
eyes ; his countenance fuffered no change, 
as they met thofe of Vivaldi. He rofe, 
but did not take leave, and returned the 
flight and fomewhat haughty falutation of 
Vivaldi, with an inclination of the head, 
that indicated a pride without pettifhnefs, 
and a firmnefs bordering on contempt. 

The ' Marchefa, on perceiving her fon, 
was fomewhat embarralTed, and her brow, 
before flightly contrafted by vexation, now 
frowned with feverity. Yet it was an in- 
voluntary emotion, for flie endeavoured to 

chace 
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chace the expreflion of it with a finile. 
Vivaldi liked the fmile fBU lefs than the 
fix)wn* 

Schedoni feated himfelf quietly, and be- 
gan, with almoft the eafe of a manr of the' 
world, to converfe on general topics. Vi- 
valdi, however, was referved and iiltot ; lie 
knew not how to begin a converfation, which 
might lead to the knowledge he defired, 
and the Marchefa did not relieve him from 
the difEculty. His eye and his ear aififted 
him to conjefture at leaft, if not to obtain 
the information he wiihed ; and, as he 
Hftened to the deep tones of Schedoni's 
voice, he became almoft certain, that they 
were not the accents of his unknown ad- 
vifer, though he confidered, at the fariie 
moment, that it was not difficult to difguife, 
or to feign a voice. ^ His ftature feemed to 
decide the queftion more reafonably ; for 
the figure of Schedoni appeared taller than 
that of the ftranger ; and though there was 
fomethiiig of refemblance in their air, 
which Vivaldi had never obferved before, 

he 
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lie again confidered, that tlie habit of the 
fiune order, which each wore, might eafiiy 
occafion an artificial refemblance. Of the 
likene£it as to countenance^ he could itot 
judge, fince the ftranger's had been fo much' 
fliibuded by his cowl, that Vivaldi had' 
never diflin£bly feen a fingle feature. Sche^ 
don?s hood was now thrown back, lb "that 
he could not compare even the air of their 
biead^ under fioiilkr drcumftances ; but as^ 
he remembered to have feen the confefTor 
on a former day approaching his mother** 
clofet with the cowl (hading his face, the 
fame gloomy feverity feemed to charaderizci 
both, and nearly the fame terrible portndt 
was drawn on his fancy. Yet this agdn^ 
might be only an artificial effeft, a cha<* 
ra&er which the cowl alone gave to the 
head; and any face feen imperfefUy beneath 
its dark Ihade, might have appeared equall]f 
levere. Vivaldi was ftill extremely per- 
plexed in bis opdnion. One circumfbmce, 
however, feemed to throw> ibme light, oa 
ins judgment. Th e (banger had appeared 

ill 
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IB tbe h^^ of a monk, and, if Vivaldi's 
tranfient obfenration might be trufted, he 
was of the very fame order with that of 
Si3iedoni, Yet if he were Schedoni; or even 
his agents it was not probable that he would 
have fhewn himfelf in a drefs that might ^ 
iead to a difcovery of his perfon. That 
he vns anxious for concealment, his man- 
ner had ftrongly proved ; it feeihed then, 
that this habit of a monk wft only a dif- 
guife^ affumcd for thepurpofe of mifleading 
conjefture, Vivaldi, however, determined 
to put fbme queftions to Schedoni, and at 
the fame time to obferve their effeft on his 
countenance. He took occafipn to notice^ 
fome drawings of ruins, which ornamented^ 
the cabinet of the Marehefa, and to fay 
that the fortrefs of Paluzzi* was worrfiy of 
being added to her coUeftion. « You have 
ften it lately, perhaps, reverend father,**' 
^ded Vivaldi, with a penetrating glance. 

*^It is a ftriking relique of antiquity,** 
'^eplied thexcMifeffor.- 
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*< That arch,** refumed Vivaldi, his eye 
ftill fixed on Schedoni, ** that arch fufpend- 
ed between two rocks, the one overtopped- 
by the towers of the fortrefs, the other 
ihadowed with pine and broad oak, has a 
fine effeft. But a pifture of it wpuld want ' 
human figures. - Now either the grotefque 
fliapes of banditti lurking within the ruin, 
as if ready to ftart out upon the traveller, 
or a friar rolkd up in his black garments,, 
juft ftealing forth from under the (hade of 
the arch, and looking like fome fupernatural 
meffenger of evil, would fiiiifti the piece.' ' 

The features of Schedoni fuffered no 
change during this fpeech. " Your pic-- 
ture is complete," faid he, '' and I cannot 
but admire the facility with which you have 
claffed the monks together with banditti.** 

" Your pardon, holy father,'* faid Vi- 
valdi, " I did not draw a parallel between 
them." 

*' O ! no offence, Signor," replied Sche- 
doni, with a fmile foniewhat ghaftly. 

" • During 
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- During the* latter part of this converfa* 
tion, if conveiiatioa it may be called, the 
Marchda had followed a fervantj who had 
brought her^ a letter, out of the apartment, 
siiid as the confeffor appeared to await her 
return, Vivaldi determined to prefs his en- 
quiry. '* It appears, however/* faid he, 
" that Palluzzi, if not haunted by robbers^ 
is at leiift fr-equent?ed by ecclefiaflics ; for I 
hav« feldom paSed it without feeing one of 
the order, and that one has appeared ih 
fuddenly, and vaniihed fo fuddcnly, that I 
have been alinoft compelled to believe he 
was literally a fpiritual being !'* 

*^ The coitveat o£ the Black Penitents 
i$ not far diftant,** obferved the confeflbr, s 

*' Does the drefs of this convent refemble 
that of your order, reverend father ? for I 
obferved that the monk I fpeak of was 
habited like yourfelf ; aye, and he was 
about your ftature, and very much re* 
feiubled you/* 

^ That well may be, Signor,** replied 
the canfeffor calmly ; ^ there are many 

voh, I. G brethren 
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brethren who, no doubt, refemble each 
other ; but the brothers of the Black Pe- 
nitents are clothed in fackcloth ; and the 
death's head on the garment, the peculiar 
fymbol of this order, would not have 
efcaped your obfervation ; it could not, 
therefore, be a member of their fociety 
whom you have feen." 

** I am not inclined to think that it was,** 
feid Vivaldi; ** but be it who it may, I hope 
foon to be better acquainted with him, and 
to tdl him truths fo ftrong, that he fhall 
not be permitted even to affeA the mif- 
underftanding of them." 

" You will do right, if you have caufe 
of complaint againft him," obfervcd Sche- 
doni. 

•' And only if I have caufe of complaint, 
holy father ? Are ftrong truths to be told 
only when there is direft caufe of com- 
plaint ? Is it only when we are injured that 
we are to be fincete ?** He believed that 
he had now detefted Schedoni, who feem- 
ed to have betrayed a confciou&efs that 

Vivaldi 
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Vivaldi had reafon for complaiat againft 
the ftranger. 

** You will obferve, reverend lather, that 
I have not faid I am injured,** he added. 
** If you know that I am, this muft be by 
other means than by my words; I have 
tio% even exprefled refentment/* 

*' Except by your voice. and eye, Sig- 
nor,'* replied Schedoni drily. " When a 
man is vehement and difordered, we ufually 
are inclined to fiippofe he feels refentment, 
and that he has caufe of complaint, either 
real or imaginary. As I have not the 
honour of being acquainted with the fub-^ 
jeft you allude to, I cannot decide to which 
p( the two your caufe belongs.'* 

" I have never .been in doubt as to that,** 
faid Vivaldi haughtily ; '* and if I had, you 
will pardon me, holy fether, but I ihoulfl 
jiot have requefted your decifion. My in- 
juries are, alas ! too real j and I now think 
it is alfo too certain Jo whom I may attri- 
bute them. The fecret advifer, who;fteals 
into the bofom of a family only to poifon 

G 2 its 
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Its t^fe, the iafonner— the bafe dperfer 
of innocence, ftand revealed in one ptarfoii 
before Hie.^' 

Vivaldi delivered thefe words with i, 
tempered ^energy, at caice dignified sCnd 
jyointed, which feemed to ftr&e direftly 
to the heart of Schedoni ; but, whether it 
Wts his co&fdeate t)f hiB pride that took 
th^ al«l-m, did tvot certainly -appeat. Vi- 
valdi bdkved the former. A dark midig* 
liity overlpread the features of the monk, 
tnd at that moment Vivaldi thought he 
beheld a ttian, whofe paffioas might impel 
bipi to the perpetration of almoft any 
crime, how hideous foever. He recoiled 
from him, as if heliad fuddenly feen a fer« 
pcfet in his path, and ftood gazing on his 
fece, with an attention fo wholly occupied 
-as to be unconfcious that he did fo. 

Schedoni almoft inftantly recovered him- 
felf ; his features relaxed ftoxii their firft 
cxpreffion, and that portentous darknefs 
|>afled aWay from his countenance; but 
with a look that was ftill ilern and hau^ty, 

he' 
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he faid, *' Signer^ however ignorant I may 
be of the fuhjeft of your difconteut, I caa 
not mifunderftaad that your refeirtn^nt is, 
to fome extent or other, direfted againft 
myfelf as the caufe of it. Yet I \rill not 
fuppofe. Signer ; I fay I will not fuppofe,'* 
raifing hi& voicq fignificantly, " that you 
have dared to brand me >2('kh the .ign>Dini«^ 
nioui titles you have juft uttered } hut"— ^ 
'^^ I have applied them tQ the author of 
my injuries,*^ intenrupted Vivaldi ; ^ you^ 
fisither, can heft inform me iivhcther they 
appW to ygyorfelf.'* 

^ I have then nothing to comphin of/** 
fidd Schedoni, adi oitly, and vnth a fudden 
calmnefa, duft furfxrifed Vivaldi. *^ If you 
directed them againft the author of your 
injuries, whatever they may be, I atn latif*^ 
fied/* 

The chearful complacency, with which 
he fpoke this, renewed the doubts of Vi'^ 
valdi, who thought it nearly impoffible that 
a man confc^ous of guilt could aifume,, 
undqr the very charge of it, the tranquil 
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and digniffed air, which the confeffor 
now difplayed. He began to accufe him- 
felf of having condemned him with paf- 
fionate raihn^fs^ and gradually became 
flipcked at the indecorum of his conduft 
towards a man of Schedoni*s age and fa- 
cred profeffion- Thofe expreflions of coun- 
tenance, which had fo much alarmed him, 
he was now inclined to think the effeft of a 
jealous and haughty honour, and he almoft 
forgot the malignity, which had mingled 
with Schedoni*s pride, in forrow for the 
offence that had provoked it. Thus, not 
lefs precipitate in his pity than his anger, 
and credulous alike to the paffion of the 
moment, he was now as eager ta apolo- 
gize for his error, as he had been hafly in 
committing it. The frahknefs, with which 
he apologized and lamented the impropriety 
of his conduft, would have won an c^y 
forgivenefs from a generous heart, Sche- 
doni liftened with apparent complacency 
and fecret contempt. He regarded Vivaldi 
as a rafli boy, who was fwayed only by his 

paflions } 
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paffions } but while he fufFered deep refent- 
ment for the evil In his charader, he felt 
neither refpeft nor . kindnefs for the good, 
for the (incerity, the love pf juftice, the 
generofity, which threw a brilliancy even on 
his foibles, Schedoni, indeed, faw only 
evil in human nature. 

Had the heart of Vivaldi been lefs ge- 
nerous, he would now have diflrufted the 
fatisfaftion, which the confeflbr affumed, 
and have difcovered the contempt and 
malignity, that lurked behind the fmile thus 
imperfectly maiking his countenance. The 
confeflbr perceived his power, and the 
character of Vivaldi lay before him as a 
map* He faw^ or fancied he faw everjr 
line, and feature of its plan, and the relative 
proportions of every energy and weaknefs 
of its nature.. . He believed, alfo, he could 
turn the very virtues of this young man 
ag^diift him£clf, and he exulted, even while 
the fmile of good- will was yet upon his 
countenance, m. anticipating the moment 
that ftould avenge him for the pad ouu 

C4 rage,, 
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rj2ige, and whkh, while Vivaldi was inge- 
nuoufly lamenting it, he had apparently 
forgotten. 

. Schedoni was thus ruminatxng evil againft 
Vivaldi, and Vivaldi was. confidering bow 
he might poiiibly make Schedoni atone- 
ment for the affront he had offered hiiBy 
when the Marchefa returned to the apart- 
ment ; and perceived in the honeft CQun^ 
tenance of Vivaldi fome fytnptoms of the 
agitation which had paffed over it ; . bia 
complexion was' fiufhcd,. and hii brow 
flightly contra&ed* The face of Schedoni 
told nothing bat complacency, except that 
now and then when he looked at Vivaldi^ 
it was with half-fhnt eycs^ that indicated 
treachery, or, ajt kaft, cunwng^ trying to 
conceal exafperated pride. 

The Marchefa^ with difpleafure direSed 
againft her fon, enquired the reafon of his 
emotion ; but he, flmig with confcioufhe^ 
of his conduft, towards the monk, could 
neither endure to explain it, or to remain 
in her prefence, and faying that he would 
» • , confide 
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eonfide His honour to the cEfcretlcin of the 
holy father, who would fpe^k oaly fpp 
fevourably of his fault, he abruptly left tl» 
room. * 

When he had'cjeparted, Schedoni gavc^ 
with feeming rduftancc, the piplanatiPli 
which the Mafchefa required, but ym 
cautious not to fpeak too favouraUy dT 
Vivaldi's conduft, which,, on the contrary» 
he reprefented a& much more iirfultiiig than- 
it really was 7^ and, while he ^gfiivgtfd the 
oficnfive part of it, Ije fuj^T? ffed alt H\eR» 
tion of the candour and felf-reproach, whicfe 
Had followed the charge- Yet this l)f 
pianaged fo artfully thut \i§ appe^r^d tq 
extenuate Vivaldi's errors, to Ismfi^t th? 

hiiftin^fa of hk temp^, mi to ple^d for ^. 
fprgivcnefs from his irritiited mQther- ^^ He 
is very young,*' added the monk, whf n he 
perceived that he had fuflSciently es:afp^ttY 
ed the Marchefa ggainft her fon; ^^heis 
very youngs and youth is warm in it9 paf» 
fion& and precipitate in its judgments. Ho 
was, befides,. jealous, ng do^ybt,^ pf the 
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friendfhip, ^^ith which you are pleafed'to 
honour me ; and it is natural that a foh 
fbould be jealous of the attention of fuch a 
mother." 

*' You are too good, father,*' faid the 
Marchefa ; her refentment encreafing to- 
wards Vivaldi in proportion as SchedoiH 
difplayed his artificial candour and meek- 
nefs. 

It is true," continued the confeflbr, 
that I perceive all the inconveniences to 
which my attachment, I fhould fay niy duty 
to your family expofes mej but I willingly 
fubmit to thefe, while it is yet poflible that 
my advice may be a means of preferving 
the honour of your houfe unfullied, and of 
faving this inconfiderate young man from 
future mifery and imavailing repentance." 

During the warmth of this fympathy in 
refentment, the Marchefa and Schedoni 
mutually, and fincerely, loft their remem- 
brance of the unworthy motives, by which 
each knew the other to be influenced, as 
well as that difguft which thofe who a£t 

together 
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together to the fame bad endj^ can feldoni 
cfcape from feeling towards their affociates,^ 
The Marchefa, while fhe commended ihi^ 
fidelity of Schedoni, forgot his views and 
her promifes as to a rich benefice j while 
the confeffor imputed her anxiety for the 
fplendor of her fon's condition to a real 
intereft in his welfare, not a care of her owii 
dignity. After mutual , compliments had 
been exchanged, they proceeded ta a long 
confultation concerning Vivaldi, and it was 
agreed, that their efforts for what they 
.termed his prefervatiotx ihould no longer 
be confined to remonflrances. 
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CHAP. V. 

** What if It be a poifoa, which the friar 
Subtly hath miniftered V * ■ ■ ■■ 

SHAKEsraxiif. 

V rVALDI, when his firft feelings of pity 
and compunffion for having infulted an 
aged man, the member c^ a facred pr<^e£- 
fion, wtfre paft, and when he looked with a 
tnore deliberate eye upon fome circum- 
ftances of the confcfforls conduft, perceived 
that fufpicion was again gathering on his 
mind. But, regarding this as a fymptom 
of his own wcaknefs, rather than as a hint 
of truth, he endeavoured, with a magna- 
nimous difdain, to rejefl every furmife that 
boded unfavourably of Schedoni. 

When evening arrived, he haftened to- 
wards the villa Altieri, and, having met 
without the city, according to appointment, 
aphyfician, uponwhofe honor and judg- 
ment 
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ment he thought he miglit rdy, Aty pro- 
ceeded on their way together, Vivaldi had 
forgotten, during the confufion of his iaft 
interview with EUena, to deHver up the key 
of th^ garden'^te, and he now entered it 
as ufual, though he could not endrely over- 
come the reludai^cc, which he felt on thus 
vifitii%> in foerct and at night, the dwelling 
of EUrna. Under no other icircumftances, 
however, could the phyfician, whofe opi- 
nion was fo neceSkaj to his peace, i>e in- 
jrodueed without betraying a fuf|»cion, 
which muft render he? unhappy, probably 
for ever. , 

Beatrice, who had watched for them in 
the portico, led the way to the chaipber 
where tl^ corpfe wa$ laid out ^ and Vivaldi, 
f houg^ confiderably a&^d when he en« 
t^ed, fcon recovered compofure enough to 
lake hib ftation on one fide of the be^, 
while the phyfician placed himfelf oa tiNe 
other* Unwlliiig io: ej^xifs his emodkm to 
the obfi^rvatlon of a&nrant, and defiroua 
atto of fiMttf private convtiriadon with the 

phyfidan. 
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phyfidah, he took the lamp from Beatricre 
and difimiTed her. As the light ghred 
upon the livid face of the' corpfe^ Vivaldi 
gazed with melancholy farprize, and an 
effort of reafon was neceflary to convince 
him, that this waa the fame countenance 
which only one evening preceding was ani* 
mated like his own ; which had looked 
upon him in tears, while, with anxiety the 
mofl tender, fhe had committed the happi- 
nefs of her niece to his care, and had, aks 1 
too juftly predi£ted her approaching difl<>> 
lution. The circumftances of that fcene 
now appeared to him like a vifion, and 
touched every fibre of his heart. He was 
fully fenfible of the importance of the truft 
committed to him,and, as he now hung ov6r 
the pale and deferted form of Bianchi, he 
fdently renewed his folemn vows to Ellena, 
to deferve the confidence of her departed 
guardian. 

Before Vivaldi had- courage enough to 
^ik the opinion of the phyfician, who was 
ftill viewing the £3u:e of the deceaiedwith vei^ 

earneft 



earnefl: attention and difs^prbving couiKe* 
nance, his own fufpcions ftrengthened from 
fome circumftances of her appearance ; and 
particularly from the black tint that pre* 
vailed over her complexion, it feemed to 
him, that her death had been by poifon. 
He feared to break a filence, which pra- 
longed his hope of the contrary, feeble 
though it was ; and the phyfician, who pro* 
bably was apprehenfive for the confequence 
of delivering his real thought, did not 
fp«ak* 

*' I read your opinion,** faid Vivaldi, at 
length, " it coincides with my own/* 

. '* I know not as to that, Signor,'* re- 
plied the phyfician, " though I think I per- 
ceive what is yours. Appearances are u^i^ 
favourable, yet I will not take upon me to 
decide from them, that it is as you fufped. 
There are other circumftances, under v^^hich 
fimilar appearances might occur.'* He gave 
his reafons for this aflertion^ which were 
plaufible even to Viv^di, and concluded 
^^h requeuing to fpeak with Beatrice, ^^ for 

I wifli 
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I wiih to und^dand,^ fald he, ^ what w» 
the e3i^€t fituation of this lady for fome 
hours previous to her deeeafe.** 

After a converfation of fome length with' 
Beatrice, whatever might^be the opimon rtf- 
fulting ftom his enquiries, he adhered nearly 
to his former aflertipns j pronouncing that 
lb many contradictory circumftances ap- 
peared, as rendered it imppflible for him 
to decide, whether Kanchi hnd die^ by 
poifoh, or iotherwife. He dated more fiilly 
than he had done before, the reafons^ which^ 
mud render the opinioii of ^y medical 
pcrfon, on this fubjed, doubtful. But^ whe«^ 
ther it was that he feared to be nefponfible 
for a deeifion, which wouFd accufe fomQ. 
perfon of murder, or that he really was in- 
elined to believe that Bianchi died naturally^. 
k is certain he feemed difpofed to adopt th« 
latter opinioii ; and that he was very 
aittious to quiet the fufpieion^ of Vivaldi. 
He fo hf fuceeeded, indeed, as to conmice 
Kim that it would be unavailing to puHu^ 
dhe enquiry, and almoft. compelled him tt 

believe^ 
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believe, that Ihe had departed according to 
the common courfe of nature. 

Vivaldi, having lingered awhile over the 
death-bed of Bianchi, and taken a laft fare- 
wel of her filent form, quitted the chamber 
^nd the houTe as foftly a^ he had approach- 
ed, and unobferved, as he believed, by 
EUena or any other perfon. The morning 
^awn^d over the fea, when he returned into 
^e giarden^ and a fe.w fii^ermen> loitering 
QQ the beach, or putting off their little boats 
from the ibare, were the ozdy perfons vifibl^ 
at this early hour. The time, however, 
was paifed for renewing the enquiry be had 
j^po&d at Palu;»i, and the bright^iung 
dawn warned Um to ifetire. To Naples^ 
tfaerd^re,: be |retumed» with fpirita foaie-^ 
what foothed by a hope, that Bianchi . had 
not fallen prematurely, and by the cartzunty 
that EUena was well. On the way thither, 
be pa&d thf fort without interruption, and, 
having parted with* the phyfician, was adr 
nutted into his father'a maxiTion by a con* 
fidential fervant. 



^ 
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CHAP. VI. 



-" For here have been 



Some fix or feven, who did hide their &ces 
Even from darknefs«" 

Shakespeare. 



E 



LLENA, on thus fudden^y lofing her 
aunt, her only relative, the fxiend of hei 
whole life, felt as if left alone in the world/ 
But it was not in the firft moments bf af» 
flidion that this feeling occurred. Her 
own forlorn fituation was not even obfervedv 
while affeftion, pity, and irreiiftible grief 
for Bianchi, occupied her heart* 

Bianchi was to' be interred in' the church 
bdonging to the convent of Santa Maria 
della Pieta. The body, attired according 
to the cuftom of tile country, and decorated 
^ith flowers, was carried on an open bfer 
to the place of interment, attended only by 
priefts and torch-bearers. But EUena could 
not endure thus lightly to part with the re* 

liques 



liquesof abelovedfriend, andbeingrellrained 
by cuftom from following the corpfe to the 
grave, fhe repaired firft to- the convent, to 
attend the funeral fervice. Her forrow did 
not allow her to join in the choral fympho- 
nies of the nuns, but their facred fokmnity 
was foothing to her fpirits, and the tears Ihe 
Ihed while flie liftened to the lengthening 
notes, affuaged the force of grief. 

When the fervice concluded, fhe. with- 
drew to the parlour of the Eady Abbefs, 
who tningled with her cojoiblations niany( 
entreaties that EUena would make the con* 
vent her prefent afylum ; and her afflidion 
required little perfuaiion on this fubje^t. It 
was her wifh to retire hither, as to a fanc*^ 
tuary, which was not only fuitable to her 
particular circumftances, but efpecially 
adapted to the prefent ftate of her fpirits. 
Here fhe believed that flie fhould fobner ac- 
quire refignation, and regain tranquillity, 
than in a place lefs confecrated to religion ; 
and, before fhe took leave of the Abbefs, 
it was agreed, that fhe fliould be received . 

as 
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a& a boarder. To acquaint Vivaldi with her 
mtendon was, indeed, her chief motive fpp 
returning to the Tilla Akieri^after this her re-« 
folution bad been taken. Her affeflian and 
efteqm had bean gradual in their progrefs^ 
smd had now zkttained a degree of ftrength^ 
which prom%d to decide the haj^inefs or 
tMety of her whole iife. The fan6kion 
given by her aunt to this choice? and parti* 
culari^ th^ very folemn manner in which, 
usi the emnihg preceding h^ death, (he be- 
(^[ueathed Ellena to his e^e, had ftiU en«^ 
deared him to har heart, and imparted a 
£icre<feefs to the eagagement, which made 
her condder Vivaldi as her guardian apd 
only furvfving prote£^or. The more ten« 
derly /be lament^ her deceafed relative, the 
more tenderly fhe thought of Vivatdi ; and 
her Iqve for the one was fo intimately qon<- 
ne^red with her affection for the other, thai 
#ach f^emed ilrengthened and exalted by 
the upion. 

. When the funeral was over, they met at 
Altieri. 

He 
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He Wfts ifidther furpmed or ttyerfe to her 
i;i4ifedTawi*ig awhfle to a convent ; for there 
^^ a propriety m retiring, tJiiring the pe- 
riod of her gridf, from a home where flie 
liad no longer a guardian^ which d^cacy 
feeihed to demand. He trtily ftipakted, 
that he might be permittbi to vifit hef hi 
the parlour of the convent, jtnd to darm, 
when decorvim ftouM no tenger ohjed to it, 
the hsnd^ winch Bianchi had religned to 
hind. 

' Notwithftanding that he yielded to this 
arrangement ^thout comphdning, it was 
tiot entirely withotit repining; bnt being 
aflured by EUena dP the worthinefs of the 
Abbefs of the Santa Maria della Pieta, he 
endeavoured to filence the fecret murmurs 
of his heart with the conviction of his 
judgment* 

Meanwhile, the deep impreffion made by 
his unknown tormentor, the monk, and 
efpecially by his prcdiftion of the death of 
Bianchi, remained upon his mind, * and he 
once more deteraiined to afcertain, if pof- 

fible. 
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fible, the true nature of this portentous vifit- 
ant,andwhat were the motiveswhichinduced 
him thus to haunt his footfteps and interrupt 
his peace. He was awed by the cijrcumftances 
which had attended the vifitations of the 
monk, if monk it was ; by the fuddennefs 
of his appearance, and departure ; by the 
truth of his prophecies ^ and, above all) 
by the folemn event which had verified his 
laft warning j and his imagination, thus ele- 
vated by wonder and painful curio(ity,.wa!J 
prepared for fomething ^above the re^ch of 
common conjefture, and beyond the ac- 
complilhment of human agency. His un- 
derftanding was fuiBciently clear and ftrong 
to teach him to deteft many errors of 
opinion, that prevailed around him, as well 
as to defpife the common fuperftitions of his 
country, and, in the ufual flate of his mind, 
he probably would not have paufed for a 
moment on the fubjeft before him ; but his 
paffions we!re now interefted.and his fancy 
awakened, and, though he was unconfcious 

of this propenfity, he would, perhaps, have 

been 
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teen fomewhat difappointed to have de- 
fcerided fuddenly from the region of fearfu! 
fublimity, to which he had foared — the world 
of terrible (hadows— to the earth, on which 
he daily walked, and to an explanation 
fimply natural. 

He deiigned to vifit agiain, at. midnight, 
the foTtrefs of Paluzzi, and not to watch 
for the appearance of the ftranger, but to 
carry torches into every recefs of the ruin, 
iand difcover, at leaft, whether it was haunt- 
ed by other huma& bemgs than himfelf. 
The chief difficulty, which had hitherto de- 
layed him, wa« that of finding a perfon, in 
whom he could confide, to accompany hini 
in the fearch, fince his former adventure 
had warned him never to renew it alone, 
Signor Bonarmo perfifted abfolutely, and, 
perhaps, wifely, to refufe his requeft on this 
fubjeft ; and,, as Vivaldi had no other ac- 
quaintance, to whom he chofe to give (o 
much explanation of the affair as might in- 
duce- compliance, he at length determined 
to take with him Paulo, his own fervant. 

On 
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On the evening, previous to the dscy of 
EHcna's departure to the Santa della Fkta, 
Vivftkii wcrrt to Alrieri, to bid ier adieu. 
During this inoernew his fpirits were nxDrc 
than ufually depvei&d ; and^ though he 
.knew that her retirement was carfy for a 
fiiort period, and te^i as much confidence in 
the <:enthiuance of her a£eiiion, ^ lis, per- 
haps^ poffible to a lover^ Vivaldi iek as if *e 
was parting with her for ever. Athoufand 
▼ague and &arfui coi^'edures, fudi sis lie 
had never oil tiiis moment admitted, af« 
fa3ed hun, and amongfl them, it appeared 
probable, that the arts of the nuns might 
wm her from the world, and &cri£tce her to 
die ckjfter. In her prefent (tat^ of ibrrow 
this feemed to be even more than probable, 
and not ail the ailarances which Ellena gave 
him, and in thele parting moments fhe fpoke 
with kfs refer ve than ihe had hitherto done, 
could entk'ely re-affure his mijod. ** It 
fiiould feem Ellena, by thefe boding fears,'* 
laid he, imprudently, " that I am parting 
with you for ever j I feel a weight upon 

3 niy 
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my heart, which' I cannot throw off. Yet 
I confent that you fliall withdraw awhile to 
thiis convent, convinced of the propriety of 
the ftep ; and I ought, alfo, to know that 
you will foon return ; that I fliall foon take 
you from its walls as my wife, never mor^i 
to leave me, never more to pafs from my 
immediate care and tendernefs* I ought to 
feel aflured of all :this ; yet fb apt are my 
fears that I cannot Iconfide in what is pro- 
bable, but rather apprehend what is poflible. 
And is it then pofTible that T yet may lofe 
--you .;. and i? it only probable that you may 
be mine for ever ? How, under fuch cir- 
cumftances,/ could I weakly ctonfent to your 
retirement ? Why did I not iirge you to 
bellow immediately thofe indiflbluble bands, 
which no human force can burft afunder ? 
How could I leave, the deftiny ' of all my 
peace within the reach of a poflibility, which 
it was once in my power to have removed ! 
Which it was in my power ! — It is, per- 
haps, ftillJn my power, O EUena ! let the 
feveritiea of cuftom yield>t6 ihe fecyrity of 
I'yoz-. I. H my 
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itiy happin^s. If yOn do go to the Sa^tsi 
M?tfi4j let it be. only to vifit it& altar !*' 

Vivj^di delivered thi&expc^ftulalion with a 
npidity^ that hk nq pmife for EUqchi to in« 
terrupt him. When, at lengthy he coar 
cluded, £be gently reproached him fox 
doubting the coatii^^ance'of her regard, and 
^^ayoured.tQ footfa hia apf)rehe]ifioa& of 
ausfcoftjune^ hut^^ould not liAento his re- 
^W&t. She reprefeaaied, that not only^ the 
ilate o| h^r fpirits required retiremeiu:, b»t 
t^t v^ipe^ to the memory of her awt de- 
iii;^(^it; ai^d added gravely, thoit if he 
h^ fp Uttle cpafidence in the ileadtnefs of 
h#r opkiions, as to d^vvbt the. conftancy of 
hfir.aflEe^on, and for fo. £hoxt a period, ua-t 
U& her voves were fecured to. hon, he hod 
dos^ imprudendy ta ele£t her £c»r the.com* 
pamon of hi$ whole Jxfe. 

Vivaldi then afliamed of the weakneis he 
h;i4 betrayed^ befought her £3rgiveiie&, and 
e^deayouxed to.appeafeapprehenfions which 
pdiffiQU onhf i^dj^ plaufible, and which resi^ 
Ion r^p^oyed; aotwidiftanding which, he 

^ could 
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fidence ; Hdf cotrld Elfeflsri thbu^h bet 
ebndua was fapp6rted arfd ericowagesd by^ 
jjiftnefe of fentiiftem, €«tirely retftove thtf* 
o))pteflioit of fjJiritff fee had^fJlf fftsn ^fritoft' 
the flfft moment oS this frttervtew; TRicjr' 
/p*fed:i;frfth iilatfy tcttrr; 2rttd'^^ivai!ctf,lfefo?e' 
he finally took' hi^ leave, frequettlly* rettrrti- 
ctf to cldiitt fome promifs, or to afeettaltr 
f6m6 explanation, tiH Ellena remarked ^tft 
a" forced fmile, that thefe refembled eternal 
adieus, ratl^er than^ thofe of only a few days ; 
a<i obfervation which renewed all his alaitn, 
and furtfifhed an extufe foi* again delayiflg 
his departure* At length he tore hi'mfetf 
away, and left the villa Aitreri ; but as the 
time was yet t6o ejfrly to fuk his purpofed 
enquiry at Paluzzi, he returnfed to Naples, • 

Ellena, meanwhile, eildeavduring to <fiifi« 
pate melaneholy rccolfe^onsbf employ- 
mem, conthiu^ iMified in preparation for 
hfer departure on^ the folli[>\^ng day, tili a 
late hour of the night. In the profp^A of 
quitting, dioujh only for fo flion a pdiod,^ 

H 2 the . 



( 148 ) 

the home where flie had paffed almoft every 
daylince the dawn of her.earlieft remem- 
brance, there was fomethin^ . melancholy, 
if not folemn- In leaving thefe well-known 
fcenes, where, it might be faid, the ihad^ of 
her deceafed relative feemed yet to linger, 
fhe was quitting all veftige of her late hap- 
pinefs, all note of former years and of pre- 
fent confolation ; and flie felt as if going 
forth into a new and homelefs world. Her 
afFeftion for the place encreafed as the paff- 
ing time diminiflied, and itfeemed ^as if the 
laft moment of b^r ftay would be precifely 
that, in which, the vilja Altieri woufl be 
moft" valued. 

. In her favourite apartments fhe . lingered 
for a confiderable time ; and in the room 
where fhe had fupped on the night imme- 

4 

diately preceding the death of Signora 
Bianchi, 0ie indulged^ many tender and 
mournful recolledions, and probably would 
have continued to indiUge them much 
longer, had not her attention been with- - 
drawn by a -fudden ruftling of the foliage 

that 
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that furrounded the window, when, on 
raifing her eyes, flie thought fhe perceived 
fome perfon pafs quickly from before it. 
The lattices had, as ufual, been left open to 
admit the frefh breeze from the bay below, 
but (he now rofe with fome alarm to clofe 
them, and had fcarcely done fo when fhe 
heard a diftant knocking from the portico, 
and in the next inftant the fcreams of 
Beatrice in the hall. 

Alarmed for herfelf, Ellena had, hbwever, 

the courage to advance to the affiftance of 

her old fervant, when, onT entering the paC 

fage leading to the hall, three men,- mafked 

and muffled /up in cloaks, appeared, ad-^ 

vancing fi;om the oppofite extremity. ' While 

fhe fled, they^purfued hetto the apartment 

Ihe had quitted. Her breath and her cou^ 

rage were gone, yfet flie ftruggled to fuftaiil 

herfelf, and endeavoured to afk with calm- 

nefs what was their errand. . They gave no 

reply, but tlfrew a veil over herface, and, 

feizing her arttisj led her almoft unrefifting, 

but fupplicating, towards the portico. 

Ha In 
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In ,tlie hall> Ellena perceived Beatrice 
boin4 tP ^ pillar ; and another ruf5an, who 
i^ras atfo ma&ed, watching over and me- 
poaqng her, not by words, but ^eftnresv 
EUena's ihrie^s feemed to recall the almpft 
lifelel^ Beatrice, &r whom .ihe. fuppKcated 
as much a^ for hei;felf ; but entreaty wz$ 
aUl5:e .unavailing for each, and Ellenp w^ 
hprjxe ,fi:Q5i the houfe and xhtongh the gajv 
den. j^Il confcioufnefs had npw fbriai;» 
I^eXt Pii -xecoveping, fte perceived ijEir.felf 
jjQ 9 .carriage^ which was driven with great 
r^dit^, .^ that ^^r arms were within •^ 
JSPfy pf fojne perfons, whem, wJj€» ik^ 
rACoIIeiQjon r£tiin;ied' more foU/y £h^ ^ 
liey^ to be the mm^ who ]l|ia4 £^i:l^ bfr 
from Jthe yiJJ^. The 4i^lu;i^& pr^veiHed hff 
firpm Abferving tJmr %iires^ aiwji tb aU I^ 
queilions wd entx«ati?s a dqath^ik^ &l^^^ 
was pbferved. 

D^rJAg the whole night IJIQ carr^^ pr<>* 
ceeded rapidly, popping only wJWk the 
horfes were changisd» when £l}eiia ^ndea* ^ 
voured t<? «t«reft feyher ciic* tte com^ 

paiEon 
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p^on of the people at the poft-houfea, and 
by her cries only, for, the blinds were clofdy 
drawn. The poftilions, no doubt, impofed 
on the credulity of thefe people, for they 
were infenfitle to her diftrefs, and her im- 
mediate companions foon overcame the only 
means that had remained by which Ihe 
could make k known. 

For the firft hours, a tumult of terror 
juid amazement occupied her mind, but, as 
this b^an to fubfide, and her underftand- 
ing to recover its clearneft, grief and de- 
ipondency mingled with her Isais. She 
faw herfelf fepjarated from Vivaldi, probably 
for ever, for ihe appfehendeid that the 
ftrong and intifible hstnd which governed 
her courfe^ would never relinquifli its grafp 
tin it had placed her irrecoverably beyond 
&e reach of her lover. Jt conviftion that 
fhe (hould fee hhn no more came, at inter- 
vals, with foch overwhelming force, that 
every other confideration and emotion dif- 
appearcd before it; and at thefe momenta 
fee loft all anxiety as to the place , of her 

H 4 deftination. 
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deftination, and all fear as to |ier perfonal 
fafety. 

As the morning advanced and the heat 
cncreafed, the blinds were let down a little 
to admit air, and Ellena then perceived, 
that only two of the men, who had appeared 
at the villa Altieri, were in the carriage, and 
that- they were ftill difguifed in cloaks and 
vifors. She had no means of judging 
through what part of the country flie wai 
travelling, for above the fmall openings^ 
which the blinds left ihe could fee ohly Xht 
towering^ tops of mountains, or fometimes 
the veiny precipices and tangkd thickets, 
that clofely impended over the road. 

About noon, as fhe judged from the ex- 
ceffive heat, the carriage flopped at a poft- 
houfe, and ice^water was handed through 
the window, when, as the blind was lower- 
ed to admit it, fhe perceived herfi^lf on a 
wild and folitary plain, furrounded by moun- 
tains and woods. The people at .the door 
of the poft-houfe feemed " unyifed to pity 
or be pitied." The lean and fallow coun- 
tenance 
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tenance of poverty ftared over their gaunt 
bones, and habitual difcontent had fixed the 
furrows of their cheeks. They regarded 
EUena with only a feeble curiofity, though 
the affliftion in her looks might have inte- 
refted almoft any heart that was not cor- 
roded by its own fuffcrings ; nor did the 
maflced faces of her companions excite a 
much ftronger attention. 

EUena accepted the cool refrefhment of- 
fered her, the firft fhe had taken on thfi: 
road. Her companions having emptied 
their glaffes drew up the blind, and, not- 
withftanding the almoft intolerable heat of 
noon, the carriage proceeded. Fainting- 
under its oppreflion, EUena entreated that 
the windows might be open, when the men, 
in compliance with their own neceffity ra- 
ther than with her requeft, lowered the 
blinds, and Ihe had a glimpfe of. the lofty 
region of the mountains, but of no objeft 
that could direft her conjeflure concerning 
where flie was. She faw only pinnacles 
and vaft precipices of various-tinted marbles^ 

H 5 intei- 
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mterminglied with fojuty y^S^^nt fwh 

aa itimted pmall^^^ 4varf o^ ra4 h^Uy, 
which gave dai*: tottcb«8 to the miny-co^ 
loured clifis, and fprn^time^ fl;ret^hed ia 
ihadowy maiTes to the^ 4^p vaUie$» that» 
imding into obfcurity, foemed ta mvite 
curioiity tQ explore the foenes heyeiuL 
33elQw thefe bold precipicea exteaded the 
gloomy region of oUve-trcea, and lower iUlI 
other rocky fteepa funk towards the plains, 
bearing terraces crowned with viaea, and 
where often the artificial foil wata propped 
by thickets of juniper,, pomegranate aa^id 
oleander. ^ 

EUena, after having been fo long fhut m 
darknels, and brooding over her own alarm- 
ing circuBiflances, found temporary, though 
feeble, reHef in oiK:e more looking upon the 
face of nature ; tUl, her i^irits being gta^ 
dually revived and elevated by the grandeudr 
of the images around her, ihe faid to her** 
felf, " K I am condemned to mifery, furely 
I could endure it with more fortitude in 
fcenes like thefe^ than aaudf): Ae taswr 

landfcapes 



C »55 ) 

iandfcs^peft of nature ! Hdre, the objefts 
feetn to impart fome^hat of thc(ir own force^ 
ihdr i>wii fobHmity^ to the foiiL It k 
fcarcdy pcfliWe to yreW to the prcSvLvi of 
misfbrtuiie \rbik we waHc, af with the 
Deity, aandft hk nioft ftupendous works !'* 

But footi »fter the idea of ViTaldi glancing 
athwart her memoryy {he melted into teairs } 
the Tveaknefs however was momentary, and 
diifii^ the reft of the journey fhe preferved 
^X ftrenuous equality of mhid. 

It wa^when the h^at and the light were de« 
ettlii^thattbe dsirriageentereda rocky dedtd^ 
ii^hkh fltewedy ai through a telefcope re- 
yeried$4iilaiAtplam$5 a»d itooufit^i^ bfema^ 
tieyOttdy lighted up with all the purple fpfeil- 
dor of the fettiiftfg fun. Along this dee^ 
And ftiadowy perfpeftive a river^ which was 
facn defcending anvoiig the cli^ of a moun^ 
tain, rbHcd whih impetuous force, fretting 
and foa^kiing amidft the dark rocks in if^ 
defoent, , and then flowihg in a limpM lapfe 
td tlb htStsik of ockei^ preetpi^es, whente 
agu^ it fell with thiindering fhength to rhe 

H 6 ' abyfs. 
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abyls, throwing its mifty clouds of fpray 
high in the air, and feeming to claim the 
fole empire of this folitary wild* Its bed 
took up the whole breadth of the chafm, 
wjiich fome ftrong convulfion of the earth 
feemed to have formed, not leaving fpace 
even for a road along its margin. : The 
road, therefore, was carried high among 
the cliffs, that impended over the ri^er, and 
feemed as if fufpended in jur ; While the 
gloom and vaftnefs of the precipices, which 
towered above and funk below it, together 
with the amazing force and Uproar of the 
falling waters, combined to render the pafs 
more terrific than the pencil could defcribe, 
or language can exprefs,! EUena afcetided 
it, not with indifference but with calmnef§ ; 
fhe experienced fomewhat of a . dreadful 
pleafure in looking down upon the irre- 
fiftible flood ; but this emotion "i^as height- 
ened irito awe, when fhe. perceived that .the 
road led, to a flight bridge, which, thrown 
acrofs the chafm at an'immoife height^ 
united two oppofite cliffs, between which 

the 
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the whole cataraft of the rivfir . defcendfid. 
The bridge, which was defisiMed' only by a 
flender raalin^, appeared *as if hung amidft 
the cbuds. EUena^ while »flie^ was ^eroffing 
it, almoft forgot her misfortunes. Having 
reached the oppofite fide of the glen, the 
road gradually dcfceftded theprecipices for 
about! half a mile,^ when it opened to ex^ 
tenfifve/profpieds over plains and towards 
diftant mountains — the funfhine landfcapej 
which had long appeared to bound this 
ihadowy pafe. The tranfition was as the 
paflage through the vale of death to the 
blifs of eternity ; but the idea of its refem- 
blance did not long remain with EUena. 
Perched high among the cliffs of a moun- 
tain, which might be faid to terminate one 
of the jaws of this terrific gorge, and which 
was one of therloftieft of a chain, that fur- 
rounded the plains, appeared the fpires and 
long terraces of a monaftery ; and flie foori 
uaderftood that her journey was to con- 
clude there* :■ '..'•: 

At 
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M the foot of this tnauntam her eompt^ 
taas^ tiiighted^ and obtiged her to di> thd 
fttnwy for the afcent wa^ too keep mid irr^« 
gular to admit of A carriage. EUena fo^ 
lowed unrcftftingly, Uke a lamb t(> the f^ 
crificc^ up a path tha«: wound amon^ the 
Tock$> and wad cooly overlhadcrwed by 
thickets of almond trees, flg3, broaEdrleaved 
mjttky and ercr^grccn rofc buflies^ hflter* 
imBgled with the ftrawbeny tree, bemitlful 
in irnii and blofems^ the yellow jafinixle) 
the deli|^ul aauia jrumofa^ anid a variety 
of odier iragfant fdami;. Ttecfe bowen 
frequently admitted glicnpfes of the glowing 
country .below^ and fometimes opened td 
exponfitre view$ bounded by the fnowy 
mountaiia. of Atbruzao. At every ft^ 
weve objcQs whiich- wdtild have afiS3«rded 
pieafnre to a t^aoiquil xamA *^ the beautiftklly 
t^anegated matbksy that £3rmed the cMs 
inmxediattdy' abotNi^ their frafkuved ma&i 
embo&d wifth mb&s. and l^-^eits^ 6& ever/ 
vivid hue that paints the rainboi^e: f the de^ 
gance of the ihrubs that tufted, and the 

majeftic 
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nukj^ftic grace of the palois which wftVed 

over them^ would have changed almoft 

2^y oiher «ye thaii EUena*8, whofe fpirit 

was wrapt in care, or than thofe of heic 

companions, whofe hearts were dead to 

feeling. Partial features of the vaft edifice 

fhe wa,St apfps^oachiog, appeared now and 

tli«a between the tcees ^ the tall weft wi»- 

dow of the cathedral with the fpires that 

overtopped it; the narrow pointed roofe 

of the cloifters i mgh^ of the iofunnount- 

able waUsy which fenced the gardea from 

the pjredpices bdow^ and the dark portal 

loading into the chief court ; each of thefe, 

feen at intervals beneath the gloom of 

cy|^e& and fpreading cedaor, feemed asif 

n^nacing the uoKhappy £llena with hinti 

of future fufiermg. She paiTed fty&dl 

fhmit$ and in^^ages half hid among the 

ihrubs and the clijSs ; and^ when ihe drew 

near the monaftery, her compattbna lltopped 

ataUtjtk chapel which ftood befide die patl^. 

whcre^ aftee esiianaimg feme papers, an ad 

which 
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which fliebbferved with ifurprife, they drew 
afidcj as if to confult r^fpedling herfelfl' 
Their converfation was delivered in voices 
fo low, that fhe could not catch a fingle 
tone diftinftly, and it is probable that if fhe 
could, this would not have affifted her in con- 
jefturing who they were ; yet the profound 
filence they had hitherto obferved had 
much encreafed her curiolity, now that 
they fpoke. 

' One of thein foon after quitted the chapel 
and proceeded alone to the monaftery^ leav- 
ing EUena in the cuftody of his comrade, 
whofe pity fhe now made a laft, though 
almofl hopelefs, effort to interefl. He re- 
plied to all her entreaties only by a waving 
of the hand, and an werted face j arid fhe 
endeavoured to meet with fortitude and to 
endure with: patience, the evil which fhe 
could neither avoid nor fubdue. The fpot 
where fhe awaited the return of the ruffian, 
w(as not of a charader to promote melan- 
choly, except,, indeed, that luxurious and 
folemn kind of melancholy, which a view . 

of. 
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of ftupendous objefts InfpireS, It over- 
looked the wholeextent of plains j of which 
(he had before caught partial fcenes, with 
the vaft chain oJF mountains, which feemed 
to form ail infurmountable rampart to the 

m 

rich landfcape at* their feet. Their towering 

and fantaftic fummits, crowding together 

into duiky air, like fljimes tapering to a 

point, Exhibited images of peculiar gran- 

deur, while each minuter line and feature 

withdrawing, at- this evening hour from ob- 

fervation, feemed tb relbive itfelf into the 

more gigantic maffes, to which the dubious 

tint, the folemh obfcurky, thait began to 

prevail oVfer them, gave 'force and loftier 

charafter. ' The filence i and deep repc^ 

of the landfcajJe, ferved to imprefs thii 

charafter m^re awfully on the heart, and 

•while Ellena fat wrkpl in the ' thotigKtfuU 

nefs it promoted, the vefpc^irerviee'df the 

monks breathing foiftly frc^m the cathedral 

^bove, came to her ear ; it was a^mafiii 

whith might be-Tdd to ^m on' ftlence^ smd 

was in perfed uiiifon with her feclinj^sj 

folemn, 
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folemn, deep, and full, it fwellcd, in holy 
peels, and rolled away in m^urmurs, which 
attention purfued to the lad: faint note that 
melted into air. EUena'8 heart owned the 
power of this high minftrelfy ; and while fhc 
caught for a moment the fweeter voices of 
ihe nuns mingling in the t;homs^ (he ixh- 
dulged a hqpe thait they would iiot be 
wholly ixiienfible to her fufferings, and thai 
ihe fbonld receive ht&^ confolatioB fc^m' 
iyai^thy as fo& as th^ tender-breatbiqg 
Arains ^^peai^d id kdicate^ 

Sbe hi4 refted nearly half aa h&xxt m 
nhe turjy flo|>e before the chapbl, when /be 
perceived through the twi%ht, two fiuHiks 
liefcending frbm the motiaftery towards ch« 
fy(ft ^ere fhe fac^ As they drew ne^^ 
fttc diflinguiflied their dreis of gre^y ftufi 
the hood, the ihatem head, whef6 onty a 
corotiet of Whtte hair ^as left, aiKl other 
6nfigns of their patticuiar order. On r<^ch» 
i0g the chapel Nthey accdited her compani^ 
Dn» urith ^hpm they tetired r fewT paces^ 
and tonverfed. £llena heard^^ for the iirft 

time. 



(, >63 ) 

time, the found of her conductor's voice, 
^nd thou^ this was but faintly, ihe mark- 
^ it welL The other ruffian did not yet 
appear, but it teemed evident that thefe 
friars had ieft the convent in confequence 
of his iafermation; and fometimes, when 
fhe looked upon the taller of the two, ihe 
fsffuiod ihc^ iaw the perfpn of the very ^maa 
whpfe at>ience ihe had remarked^ a con- 
je^ure which ft^ength^n^d while ihe more 
accurately notiped him. The portrait had 
QertaiiUy much reiambknce in height and 
hulk i and the fame g<a£iiit awkwas^dnef^ 
^hidi etea ihe doak df fhe ruiian had 
not fsithelf AriMftded, obtruded tdelf froan 
ilRd^ the foFded garments of the redule. 
If countenwce, toOf m%ht be trufted, this 
fame fitar had a ruffian's heart', and his 
keen and cunning eye feemed habkualiy 
tipon the Watch for prey. His blKKher of 
the order ihewed nothing ilrongly cfaarac- 
tct^tic either in his face or manner* 

After a ^private ©mvcrfatfon of fome 
I^gthy the friars approached EUena^ and 

told 
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told her, that fhe muft accompany them ta 
the convent ; when her difguifed conduft- 
or, having refigned her to them, immediate- 
ly departed and defcended the mountsan. 

Not a Word was uttered by either of the 

party as they purfued' the fteep traft lead- 

- mg to the gates' of this fecluded edifice, 

which were opened to them by a lay-bro- 

ther, and EUena entered a fpacioiis court. 

Three fides of this were enclofed by lofty. 

< • ... 

buildings, lined with ranges of cloifters; 
the fourth opened to a garden, fhaded with 
avenues of mehnchqly cyprefs, that extend- 
ed to the cathedral, whofe fretted windows 
and ornamented fpires appeared to clofe 
the perfpeftive. Other Urge and detached 
buildings fkirted the gardens on^ the left, 

, while-, on the rightj fpacidus olive-grounds 
and vineyards fpread- to the cliffs^ that form- 
ed a barrier to all this "fide of the domain of 
t-he convent. 

The friar, her condudor, croffed the 

" court to the north wing, and there tinging 

a beil, a door was opened by a nun,, into 

il . . . whofe 
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whofe hands Ellena was giv-en. . A figni- 
ficant look was exchanged between the de- 
votees, but no words ; the friar departed, 
and the nun, ftilLfilent, conduded her 
through many folitary paffages, where not 
even a diftant foot-fall echoed, and whofe 
walls were roughly painted with fubjeds 
iridicatory of the fevere fUperllition^ of the 
placej> tending to infpire nxelancholy awe. 
Ellena* s hope of pity vanifhed as her eyes 
glanced over thefe fymbols of the difpofition 
of the inhabitants, and on the countenance 
of the nun charafterifed by a gloomy ma- 
lignity, which fcemed ready to inflift. upon 
others fome portion of the unhappinefs fhe- 
herfelf fufFered. As-ftie glided forward, 
with foundlefs ftep, her white drapery, float- 
ing along thefc folemn avenues, and her 
hollow features? .touched with the mingled, 
light and fhadow which the partial rays of. 
a tapper flie held.occafioned,- Ihe feemed like 
a fpedre newly rifen from the grave, rather 
than a living being, Thefe paffages termi- 
Jfiated in the parlour of the Alpbefs, where 

the 
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the nuH paufed) and, tummg' ta Eltena^ 
ISd, ** it is the hour of vefpers ; you will 
wait here tiit our lady of the convent leaves 
the church ; fhe would fpeak WitK you.** 

" " ^o what fimt is the convent dedicat- 
ed,** faid' Ellena, ^ and Adi<o, fifkcr, prefideff 
over it?** - 

The nun gave no repiy, and after 
having eyed the forlorn fttanger' for a 
moment, with intiuifitive iltnattrte, quitted 
the room. The unhappy EUena had not 
been left long to her own refleftioni, when 
the Abbefs appeared ; a ftately lady, appa- 
rently occupied with opinions of Ker own 
importance, and prepared to receive her 
giieft with rigour and fupercilious haughti- 
nefs. This Abbefs, who was herfelf a 
woman of fomc diftindfion, believed that of 
all poffible crimes, next to that of facrilege, 
ofiences againft perfons of rank were leaft 
pardonable. It is not furprifing, thferefbre, 
that, fuppofmg Ellena, a young woman of no 
family, to have fought clstndefKnely to unite 

herfelf with the iiobte hoafe of VivaJdi, flie 

ihould 
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Ihouldifeel for her, nof onl^r diiSain, but 
indignation, and that (he fhould readily: 
Gonfent, iiot< only- to punifli the o&nder, 
bat at the fame; tnac^ to afibrd mctosr 
of preferaiig tbec ancMnt'd^nity of titer 
ofiiBftded. 

<' I underftand/' faid. the At)be&, 6a 
\KhQ& appefiiance the alarmed £Ueiia bad:. 
dfTkaty ^ I undarftand/^ faid fhe, \mhaut 
iialdng any fignal for her to be feated, 
^^'dokt you are the yo«bi^ perfen vi^o ia 
amved &am Naples*** 

<^ My namft is EHftna di Rofalba/' faid 
Im auditor, recovering fome degree of 
cdurage £pom' the manner which. was de« 
figne^' to deprefs her* 

** I know nothing of your name/' re* 
pfied the Supei^ior ; ^^ I am informed only 
ttfeit you are. f^t hdpe^ tO' acquire a know* 
ledge of yourfeif and of your duties. Till 
tile, period fkiU' be paflbd^ f^r wliich you 
a^given^into my change, Ifiiallfonapuloufi^. 
^ferve the' obligations of the trotibiefome. 
<^oe, which^ say regard* fot the honour of 

5 a noble 
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inbble' fentuly, has induced me to under- 

takfe." " ■ 

, By th^ wor4s, the author and the mo- 
tives of this extrjiordinary tranfaaion were 
at once revealed to EUena, whd was for fome 
moments almoft overwhelmed by the fud- 
den horrors that gathered on her mind, and 
ftood filent and mbtionlers. Fear, fhame, 
and indignatio-n, a:lternately affailed her; 
aAd the fting pf offended: honour, on being 
fufpeae^, andthus accufed of having volun- 
tarily difturbed the tranquillity, and fought 
the alliance of' any family, and efpecially of 
one who difdairied her, .-ftruck forcibly to 
her heart, till the pride of cignfcious worth 
revived her courage and fortified her pa- 
tience, and ftie demanded by whofe will 
Ihe had been torn from her home, and by 
^hoicMth^ntyfiie.vfzs now detained, as 

it appeared,, a prifoner. 

The Abbefs, unaccuftoraed to have her 
powef oppdfed, or her words queftioned, 
vraa for a mpment too indignant to reply 5 
and iEllena oWerved,. but no . longer vatb 

« difmay, 
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dlfmay, the brooding tempeft ready- to b\ir|l 
over Jier head; " It is I otilf, who am ini- 
jared," faid {he td'herfelf, «' and fhall the 
guilty oppreffor triumph, and the mnbcenf 
hffkftt fiiik under the fhame that belongs 
only to guilt ! Never will t yield to a weak* 
nefs fo contemptible* 'The confdoufnefe 
of deferving well will recall my prefence 
of mind, which, permitting me to eftimate 
die char^dlei-s of my oppreflbrs by their 
a£lions, will enable me alfd to. defpife their 

po^^et:'* 

**' I muft remind you," faid the Abbefs, 
at leng^th, "that the quefiioris ybu make 
are unbecoming in ydur fituationj and 
thiat contrition and humility are the beft 
extenuations of error. You may with* 
draw/* \ / 

";]Woft' true," replied fiUena, bowing 
with dignity to the Superior ; " and' I mp^ 
iiilihgly refign 'them to jny oppreAqTr.'^"^, :. 

Ellens- forbbi^e' to make Turtherenquirv 
tt retnoMltJitttt, ' Md pertHvirig ; that .re- 
proafchi wdUlid ripr only be ufefefs,* iii't de^ 

^th. u I grading 
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grading to hetielf, fhe immediately obey^ 
the m;mdate of the Abbel^, aad determin- 
^d, fince flie muft iiiffer, tp fuffer, if pof* 
fihley mth firmn^s and dignity. 

She was condy^ed from the parlour by 
the min who had admitted her^ imd as flie 
pafled through the refe5:ojy where the 
nuns, juft ^et^rned from vefpers, were 
aflembled, their iaquifitive glances, their 
fmiles ai^d bufy whifpers, told her, that ihe 
was pot only an objeft of cwriofitjr, hut of 
fufpidon, and that little fympathy could be 
^xpeQed from hearts, wWch even the. offices 
of houriy devotion had not purified irom 
the malignant envy, that taught them to 
exalt themfelves upon the humiliation of 
others. 

The little room^ to which Eliena was led^ 
and wjiere, to her. great fatisfa^QS, /he 
^liFas left alone, rather deferved the deiio- 
tninatiou of a cell than of a ehamber i 
iiQCe, like thofe of the nuns, it- had. ^^Y 
(m$ fmall lattice ; and a mattrefs, one chair^ 
aadtft table^ with a crucifix jmd^a prayer- 
book 
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book were all its furniture. EUena, zi 
fte furveyed her melancholy habitation, 
Aippreffed a rlfmg figh, but Ihe could not 
remain unaflfcfted by recoUeftions, which, 
on this view of her altered ftate, <?rowdcd 
to her mind j nor think of Vivaldi far away, 
perhaps for ever, and probably, even igno- 
rant of her deftination, without bitter tears. 
But (he dried them, as the idea of the Mar- 
€he£ii obtruded on her thoughts, for other 
emotions than thofe of grief poffefled hen 
It was to the Marchefa that fhe efpecialiy 
attributed her prefent fituation ; and it now 
appeared, that the family of Vivaldi had 
, not only been feiuQiant, but ahfolutely 
aVerfe to a connection with hers, contrary 
to tl)ic fuggeftions of Signoxa' Bianchi, who 
had reprefenced, that it might be fiippofed 
oiSy, from their known charafter, that they 
would difapptove of the alKiancc, but would 
of courfe be reconciled to an event, which 
thdr Ijaughtieft cHfpleafure never could re- 
voke. This difcovery of their abfolute re- 
je&ipn awakened all the proper pride, 

I 2 which 
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which the miftaken prudence of her atint, 
and her affeftion for Vivaldi had lulled to^ 
reft ; and fhe now fuffered the moil acute 
vexation and remorfe, for having yielded^ 
her confent to enter clandeftinely into any, 
family. The imaginary honours of fo nobje^ 
an alliance vmihed, when the terms of 
obtaining them were confidered ; and now^ 
that the foiuid mind of Ellena wa« left to 
its own judgment, Ihe looked with infinitely 
more pride and preference upon the induC- 
trious means^ which had hitherto rendered 
her independent, than on all diftindUon 
which might be Yelundantly conferred^ 
The confcioufnefs of innocence, wh^ch had 
fupported her in the prefence of, the Supe- 
rior, began to falser, *' Her accufation 
was partly juft !*' faid Ellena, ." and I de- 
ierve punifliment, fmce I could, even fo#^ 
moment, fubmit to the hunuliation of de* 
firing, an alliance, which I knew would be 
unwillingly conferred. , But it is A^t yet 
too iatc to retrieve my own^ efteem by af- 
ferting my independence, and religning Vi- 

valdf 
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valdi for ever. By refigning him ! by 
abandomng him who loves me,— abandorr- 
ing him to mifery. ! Him, whom I cannot 
even think of without tears, — to whom m^ 
ATows have been given,— who may claim 
jfne by the facred remembrance of my dying 
friend, — him, to whom my whole heart k 
devoted ! O ! miferable alternative ! — that 
i can no longer aft juftly, but af the ex- 
j>ence of all my future happinefs ! Juftly*! 
And \rould it then be juft to abandon hihi 
vfbo is willing to refign every thiiig for 
ine, — abandon him to ceafelefs forrow, that 
the prejudices of his family may be grati- 
fied?'* 

• Poor Ellena perceived that flie could not 
obey the diftates of a jiift pri3e,' without 
fuch oppofition from her heart as fhe hai 
never experienced before; Her affedions 
were now too deeply engaged to permit het 
to aft with firmhefs, at the price^ of longi 
fufFering. The confideration . of refigning 
Vivaldi was fo very grievous, that fhe could 
fcarcely endure to paufe upon it for a- tno- 

I 3 ment ; 
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ment ; yet, on the other hand, when fhe 
thought of his family, it appeared that fhe 
never could confent to make a part of it* 
She would have blamed the erroneous 
judgment of Signora Bianchi, whofe per- 
fuaik)ns had fo much aiHiled in reducing 
her to the prefent alternative, had not the 
tendemefs with which fhe cheriihed her 
memory> rendered this impoffible. AII^ 
that now remained for her, was to endea* 
vour patiently to endure prefent evils, which 
ihe could not conquer ; for, to fbriake 
A^ivaldi as the price of liberty, fhould liberty 
be offered her on fuch terms, or to accept 
him in defiance of honourable pride, fhould 
he ever effect her releafe, appeared to her 
4iftra£Ud thoughts aUnoft equally impract 
ticable. But, as the probability of his never 
being able to difcover her abode, returned 
to her confideration, the anguifh fhe fuffer* 
cd told how much more fhe dreaded to lofe 
than to accept Vivaldi, and that love was, 
after all, the moft powerful affection of her 
hearts 
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CHAP. VIL 

«« The bdl thca beating one !' 



&HAKESPEAJlEvr 



. v ivALDi, meanwhile, ignorant of what 
had occurred at villa Altieri, repaired as he 
had propofed, to Paluzzi, attended by hi$ 
fervant Paulo. It was deep night before h^ 
fcft Naples, and fo ankious was he to con? 
ceal himfelf from obfervation, that though 
P^ulo carried a torch, he did not permit it 
to be lighted^ till after be ihould have re- 
mained fome time within the arch-way, 
thinking it moft prudent to watch a while 
in fecret for his unknown advifer, before 
lie proceeded to examine the fort. 

His attendant, Paulo, was a true Near 
politan, (hrewd, mquifitive, infmuating, 
adroit j poffeffing much of the fpirit of in- 
trigue, together with a confiderable portibi^ 
of humour, which difplayed itfelf not fo 

1 4 muck 
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much in words, as in hi^^manner and coun- 
tenance, in the archnefs of hi§ dark, pene- 
trating eye, and in theexquifite ad^j)tation 
of his gefture to his idea. He was a diftin- 
guifhed favourite wjth his mafter, Avho, iF 
he had not humour himfelf, had a keen re^ 
lilh of it in others, and who certainly did 
foflefs wit, witb atl ita lively accompani- 
snents^ in an ejmnent degree. Vivaldi had 
been won by the naivete and humour of 
this man, to allow him an unufual degree 
of familiarity in coiiverfation ; and, as they 
now walked together towards Paluzzd, h« 
unfolded to P&ulo as much of his fornier 
adventure there as he judged neceffary td 
intereft his <:uriofity and excite his vigii 
iance. 'I'he relation did both, Paulo,, 
however, naturally courageous, was iri-^ 
credulous to fuperftition cf any kind ; and,, 
having quiddy perceived that his mafter 
was not altogether indifpofed to attribute . 
to a fupernatural caufe the extraordinary 
occurrences at Paluzzi, he began, in his 
taanncr, to rally him ; but Yivdidi was not 
i* . .'hi 
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» temper to aadjif e jeftlng j *is -mood was 

gr8»ve., ev.ew to fpl^anjity, and he yielded, 

^QHgb- riduftajitly, to tlie awe which, ai 

inierYals, returned upon him with the force 

of a magical fpell, binding up ail hi^ feeuU 

ties to ftcrnnefs, and fixing them in expefta-^. 

don. While he wa^ nejffiy reg^rdiefe of 

iiefeuce againft human agency, his fervaBd 

was, hjowever, preparing for that alone; 

und t/ery properly reprefented the impriw 

6snc^ of gPHig tp Paluzzi in darknefs. 

Vivaldi -obfiervcd that they could npt watch 

for the nvwjk ptt;i^rwife than in darknefs, 

fince thie tprch which lighted them wpuld 

aJUb ^aro him, azid he bad very particular 

reafons fpr watching before he proceeded 

tp fixamini. He added, that after a certain 

time had elapfed, the torch might be lighted 

U ^ neighbouring cottage. Paulo X)i>je£t6d, 

• 

lii&t ia the pieanwhUe, the per£(Mi for whom, 
(jbey waljched might efcape ; andTivaldi ^com* 
promiied tjse affi|ir. Tiie 4orch was lighted, 
bu^ concealed :wathia a iioUow of the cliis, 
that bordered the road, and the Gentinels 
' '' 15 took 
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took their ftation in darknefs, within th^ 
deep arch, near the fpot where Vivaldi h^ 
watched with Bonarmo« As they did this, 
the diftant chime of a convent informed 
Vivaldi that midnight was turned. The 
found recalled to his mind the words of 
Schedoni, concerning the vicinity of the 
convent of the Black Penitents ^ to Paluzzi, 
and he aiked Paulo whether this was the 
chime of that convent. Paulo replied that 
it was, and that a remarkable circumftance 
had taught him to remember the Santa del 
FiantOf or Our Lady fif Tears. ^^ The 
place, Signor, would intereft you,** (aid 
Paulo J " for there are fome odd itories told 
of it ; and I am inclined to think, this un« 

4 

known monk muft be one of that fociety, 
his condud is fo ftrange/* \ 

** You . believe then, that I am willing* to. 
give' faith to wonderful ftories,'* faid Vi- 
valdi, fmiling, " But what have you heard, 
that is fo extraordinary, refpe£ting this con-s , 
vent? Speak low, or we may be dif^ 
covered." . . a . . . . ^• 



« Why^ 
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, •* Why,- Signor, the ftory is not gene* 
rally known," laid Paulo in a whifper \ 
** I half promifed never to reveal.it/* • 
. ** If you are under any promUe of fe- 
crefy,'* interrupted Vivaldi, "I forbid you 
to tell this wonderful tale, which, however, 
feexns fomewhat too big to reft within your 
brain." 

*' The ftory would fain expand itfelf to 
your's, Signor,'^ faid Paulo j " and, as I 
did not ab£blutely promife to conceal it^ 
I am very willing to reveal it," 

*♦ Proceed, then," feid Vivaldi ; « but 
let me once more caution you to fpeak 

low.'' 

" You are obeyed, Signor. You muft; 

know, then, Maejlro^ that it was on the eve 

of die feftival of SantQ Marco^ and abbdt 

fix years fince " - 

, ** Peace !" feid Vivaldi, They were fi« 

lent J but every thing remaining ftill, Paulo, 

after fome time, ventured to proceed, though 

in a yet lower whifper, ** It was on the eve 

Qi the Santo Mar^Oy and when the laft bell 

^6 had 
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ifew! Tting, that a perfon '^-n* — He flopped 
again, for a roftling fbuxid pafled near him; 

" iTouwetod late/* faidafuddto voices 
befide VSvaidi, who inftantly recognized the 

thrilMg aeeents of the monk « It is paft 

midnight ; fli6* dqsarted an hour agol -Look 
to your fteps \^^ 

Though thrilled by this well-known 
toice, Vivaldi fcarcely yielded to hk feel- 
ings for a moment, but, checking the quef- 

tion which would havfe aflced '^ who de- 

' • • • 

parted ?*' he, by a fudden fpringj endea* 
votired to feizer the intruder j while Faulo, ia 
the firft hurry of his alarm, fired a jmHoI, and 
then haftened for the torch. So certainly did 
Vivaldi believe himfeif to have leaped upon 
the ftot whence the voice pioceeded, that, on 
reaching it, he inftantly extended bis aJme^. 
and fearching around, expefted every jik)* 
ment to find his enemy in his grafp. Dark- 
Xiefs again baffled his 2tf.tempt» 
• *^ You arp known,'- cried ^'wA&\ 
^< you' flia!l fee me at tfee &'anta deU 
^lanto! What-i bhf 'Paule, the tQirA4-i-» 
the- torch !'* - * 

Paulo 



Piaulo, fwift as the wind, appeared ivlth 
h. ^* He pafled u^ thofe-fteps in the rock^ 
Sgnor ^ I faw the Ikirts of his garments 
afcendkjg!" 

" Follow *ne, ihen,** faid Vivaldi^ 
mounting the fteps. ^* Away, awaf, 
Mae/iro l^^ faid P^ulo, hnpatieatly ; ^^ but^ 
for Heaven^s fake, naftie no iftore the d»Bi* 
veni: of the Sakta deU Pianto ; our lived 
may anfwer it 1^' 

He followed to £fae' tenritce above, ^here 
Vivaldi, holding higli the torch, looked 
round for the monk. The place, however, 
as far as Ins eye could penetrate, was for* 
faken and filent. The glare of the tdrcH 
enlightened only the rude walk of the cita- 
del, feme poy;>t& of the ^liffbeldw, and foR^e 
tall pines that w?ivediOver them, leaving -in 
doubtful gloom many a recefs of the wpii, 
and many a tangled thicket, lixat fyr^^A 
among the rocks Ueyond* 

" Do you perceive My perfon, Pa^^^ 
fettd Vivaldi, waiving tife torcfe in th^ okt to 
rofafe the dame» . - 

^* Among 
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*^ Amemg thofe arches on the left^ 
Signor^ thofe arches that (land duikilj 
beyond the citadel^ I thought I iaw a lha>- 
dewy fort of a figure pais. He m%ht be a 
ghoft, by his filence, for aught I know, 
Mae/iro ; but he feems to have a good 
mortal inftin^ in taking care of himfelf, 
and to have as fwift a pair of heels to affift 
in carrying him off, as any Lazaro in Naples 
need defire." , . 

•* Fewer words, and more caution !'* 
faid Vivaldi, lowering the torch, sind point- 
ing it towards the quarter which Paulo had 
mentioned. ^^ Be vigilant, and tread light- 
ly/' 

** You are obeyed, Signor; but their 
eyes will inform them, though their ears 
refufe, while we hold a light to our own 

ftcps.'* 

^ Peace, with this buffoonery !** faid 
Vivaldi, fomewhat fteftily ; ** follow in fi» 
lence, and be on your guard." 

^ulo fubmitted, and they proceeded to- 
wards the range of arches^ which commu- 

lucated 
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nicated with the buildings whofe fi gulor 
ftnifiure had formerly arrefted the atteit- 
tion of Bonarmo, and whence Vivaldi hloL- 
felf had returned with fuch unexpected 
prediStancy and conftemation. 

On perceiving the place he was ap- 
proaching, he fuddenly {topped, and Paulo 
obferving his s^tation, and probatdy not 
relifhing the adventure, endeavoured to dif- 
fuade him from further refearch : *^ JFor we 
know not who may inhabit this gloomy 
place, Signor, or their numbers, and we are 
only two of us after all ! Befides, S^nor, 
it was through that door, yonder;" and 
he pointed to the very fpot whence Vivaldi 
had fo fearfully ifTued; ^^ through that 
door, that I fancied, juft now, I faw f<»ne-^ 
thing .pafs/* . 

^* Are you certain as" to this ?** faid Vi-. 
valdi, with increded emotion. ^^ What 
was its form ?'* 

" It was fo dulky thereabout, Ma^ro^ 
that I could not diftinguiih.'* 

n Vivaldi's 
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Vivaldi's eyes vere fixed upon the build- 
ing, and a violent confli^Jt ^ feelings feemed 
to fhake his fouL A few (edofed« decided 
it. ^* I wll ga on/' faid he, ** and termi- 
nate, at any hazard, this ftate of -intolerablff 
'anxiety^ 'Paulo, paiife a moment, and con- 
lider well whether you can depend on 
your courage, for k may be feverely tried, 
if you can, defcend wkh me in fiknee, and 
I warn you to he wary ; if you cannot, I 
will go alori^." ' . 

*' It is too late now; *8fgfior, to alk 'my* 
felf that cjueftion,**' repKcd Paulo, with a 
fubmilfive air } ^ and if I had not fettled it 
long ago, I fhould not Have followed you 
thus far» My courage, Signor, you never 
doubted before.^ * 

." Come on then," faid Vivaldt He 
tfrew hfs fword, and entering the narrow 
doof-way, the torch, which he had now r€- 
figned to Paulo, fhewed a ftone paffage^ 
ihat was, however, interminable to the 
eye, . • ' ' 

' ' ' ^ As 



( ^85 ) 

As they proceeded, Paulo obfervedji that 
the.walls were ftained .ki feyeral |)kces with 
wiat appeared to be blood, but prudently 
forbqre to point this o.ujt to his matter,, ob-^ 
ferving the {Irift injundioi;! of fikuqe Jt^e k^ 
received. ^ 

Vivaldi ftepp^d cautloufly, 5^d often 
paufed to liften, .after which he w,ei;it on 
with a quicker pjicc, making figns only to 
Paulp to follow, and be vigilant. The paf- 
(age terminat;ed in a ilair-cafe, that feemed 
to ie^d to vftTjiks jb^wv Vivaldi reipem- 
bored the light which had formerly ap- 
pealed there, an<^, as recoll^(^on of the 
paft, gathered ofx his mind| b^ faulterediii^ 
his purpofe. 

3^^m fee* pa\ii&d, |pc^d J^ack vpon 

PAttlo^-b»t w^ €PWg fcrw^iii, whjen Paulo 
Wwfclif feizftd hi^ arn^. ". ^&p 1 Signor,*' 
(ai^ ije to it Jow yoicfi. " Do you npt .dif* 
tii^guiih a figure ftanding ypiid^r^ in th^ 
gloom?** 

Vivaldi looked Qnward, and, perceived^ 
Widiftindlly, fomething as of human form,, 

but 
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but mofSontefs and fifent. It flood at the 
dufky extremity of the avenue, near th^ 
ftaif-cafe. Its garments, if gdltneats they 
Wef e, were daerk j bat ks whole figure war 
fo feintly traced tcr the eye, di^t it was im^^ 
pofllble to afcertain whethet this was the 
monk. Vivaldi took the fight, and held it 
forward, cndeavburing to ^ftinguUh the 
objeft before he ventured ftrrther ; btit the 
enquiry was ufelefs, and, refigning the torch 
to Paulo, he rufhied on. When he reached 
the head of the uair*cafe, however, the fornii^ 
Ivhatever it might be, was gone* Vivaldi 
had heard no footftepu Paulo pointed out 
the exaA ^ot where it had ftood, but so 
veftige of itiippeared* Vivaldi called loudliy 
tipon the mmk» but h« hcurd miky dfar 
lengthening echoes of his own voice revolv* 
ing among the chambers below, and, after 
hefitating a while on the bead of the (lairs, 
he defcended* 

Pa^lo had not fallowed do\m many ftq>s, 
nrhen he called out, <^ It is there ! Signor ; 

Ifee 



( *87 ) 

I fee it again ! and ixonicit ffits away throtlgb 
the door that opens to the vaults !" 

Vivaldt purfued ftr fwiftly, that Riuler 
could fcarcely foUow iaft enough v^kh the 
light ; and, as at length be reded to take 
breathy be perceived himfelf in the fama 
fpacious chamber to which he had for« 
merly . de(cended« . At this moment Pauk> 
percrived his countenance change. *^ You 
are ill, Signor/* fsdd he« '^ Itt the name of 
our holy Saint^ let us quit this hideoiK place*. 
Its inhabitants can be nothing good, and na 
good can come. of our rem^uning here/' 

Vivaldi made no reply ; he drew breath 

with difficulty, and hii^ eyes remained fixed 

on the grotmd^ till a noife^ like the creaking 

of a hcayy hiiige» lole in a dsftant pan of the 

v«uk« Fmxlo turaed hit eyes^ $t the fame 

inliaot, towdirds the plague whence it came^ 

and they both perceived a door in the wall 

flowly opened, and immediately clofed again, 

as if the perfon within had feared to be dif- 

covered. Each believed,, from the tranfienc 

view he had of it, that thi$ was the fam^e 

figure 
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figure which had apr^;ared on the ftaiiMraife^ 
and that it was the monk himfelf. Re- 
animated by this befief, Vivaldi's nerves 
were inftantly rebraced, and he fprang ta 
the door, which was' tm&iflened, and yielded 
immediately to his ixilpetuous h^nd. <^ Yoit 
ihall not deceive me iiow/^ cried he, as he 
entered; " Paulo 1* keep guard at the 
door r 

He looked round tlie Tecond vauk, m 
whidji he i^{6wnd hk^kli^l^Jiit no^rfo^ 
appeas^ i ^ .exantined the place, and par* 
tiGuIarly the walls, wiffeout difcovdring any 
aperture, either of door or window; by which 
the figurevGOuld h^e quitted t^e chamtier f 
;i ftroft^y-grated jcsrfement, j^aoed pear th# 
roof, was &tt 1*»t admitted a4r, and preb^f 
Kgfct. Vivd* ^as "aftoiAflied ! *^ Have you. 
fc«a any thing pafe-?^ fsW be to Paulo. 
. '^ Nothing, ' Maejire^^ rep^ed the fer* 

' «* This k iknoft inefedJblfe,'* exclaimed 

Vivaldi ; • *' ''^is certain, this form can be 

nothing human i'* 

« If 
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^* If fo, Signoi'," obferVed Paulo, " why 
IHdufd'ltfear us^ as furely it does j or why 
ibald i€ lave fl«d ?" 

" That is ifot fo certain," rejoined Vi- 
valdi}.'" it' may have fled only to lead us 
iitofi^it BttlbriAghithe^thc^ torch ;^ here 
kforaething ki the wall wKith I \^uld exa* 



awie.** 



Paulo obeyed,. It was merely a rugged- 
aefs in the ftones, not the partition of z 
dooTy that had excited his curiofity. ' ** This 
is inexplicsblc !'^ exclaimed Vivaldi, after 
^ long paufe. " What motive coiild any 
human being have for thus 'tbfihenting' 



me/' 



" Or aay beirig fuperhuman,' either, my 
Signer ?^* faid Paulo, 

" I am warned of evils that await me,** 
continued Vivaldi, mufmg ; ** 6f events 
that are regularly fi^llfillcd ;• the being who 
warns me, crofltas my path perpetually, yet; 
with the cuniiing of a dettion^ as cortftant^ly 
eludesi my graip^ aAtd feaiffies itiy j^fi^? 
h i& iacomprcflienfible, fey what* meSrtls^fie 

glides 
5 
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glides thus away from my eye, ami £aidcs, 
as if into air, at my approach ! He is re- 
peatedly in my prefellce^ yet is never to be 
found!'* 

^Mt is molt true, Signor," faid Paulo, 
^^ that he is never to be found, and there- 
fore let me entreat you to giye up the pur* 
fuit. This place is enough to make one 
believe in the hortors of purgatory ! Let 
us go, Signor." 

'* What but ffHrit could have quitted 
this vault fo myfterioufly,^' continued. Vi- 
yaldi, not attending to Paulo j-'Swhatbut 
fpiritT'— * 

** I would fein prove,*' faid the fen'Saftt, 
^^ that fubftance can quit it as eafily; I 
would fain evaporate through that door 
myfdf/' . . , 

. He had fearcely fpoken the wotds, when 
the door cided, with a thundenfaj^ clap 
that echoed through all the vauks;>and 
"^(^yaidi and Paulo flood for a moment 
a^iafti and then boih haftened to^pen it, 
and to leave«the place. Their conflemation 



( »9i ) 

loay h^ eafiiy conceived, when they fbuadr 
that all their efforts at the door were in- 
efieduaL The thick wood was inlaid with 
ibiid bars of iron ; and was of fuch un« 
conquerable ftrength, that it evidently 
guarded what had been defigned for a pri- 
ion, and appeared to be the ke^ or dun- 
geon of the ancient fort. 

"AhjSignor mio!'* faid Paulo,"if this was 
a fpirit, *tis plain he knew we were not fo, 
by his luring jis hither. Would we could 
exchange natures with him for a moment j 
fori know not bow, as mere mortal men, 
wc can ever fqneeze ourf<#es out of this 
fcrape. You muH allow, Maejlroy that 
this was not one of the evils he watned you 
erf ; or, if he did, it was through • my or- 
gans, for I entreated you/'—— * • 

^ Peace, ^ood Signor Buffi^r' find Vi- 
valdi ;^ ^f a truce with this non&nfe, and 
affiil in fearching for fome. meaivs of 

. Vivaldi again examined the walls,' and as 
lafuccefsiuUy as befoj;e j but in one corner 

of 
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t!)f the vault lay an objeft, which feettifed to 
teli the fate of one who had been confined 
here, and to hint his oVm : it was a gar- 
ment <!overed with blood. Vivaldf and- hi» 
fervant difcovered it at the fame ihftarit ; 
and i dfeadful fbrfeb'oding of t^eif oN^ de-. 
flifty fixed them, for* fome moments, to the 
fpot. Vivaldi firft recovered hinifelf, wheA- 
inftead of yielding to defpondency, alf his 
fecultiies were aroufed to devife foitie means^ 
4or efcapiiig ; but Paulo's hopes feemed 
Juried beneath the dreadful veftments upon 
which he ftill gazed. « Ah, my Sighdr !** 
faid he, at length, in a feulterfng accent, 
^* who fliall dare to faife that garment? 
Whsrt if it Ihould conceal die mangled 
Ifedy whofe blood has ftained it'!" 

Vivaldi, flludderingly, turned tb looK oA 

It again. . - ' u 

' ** It moves!** exclaimed Paulb ;** I fee 
remove!'* a^s* he faid which; he ftatteiS'ttr 
the oppofite fide of the chamber. VivafdJ 
ftisppcd' a ftw p^ces bacfc, a;nd» as* quf^y 
• rcturhedV'^eri; detertninisd t6' krfdW'tftfe 

^vent 
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event at once, he raifed the garment upon 
the point of his fword, and perceived, be- 
neath, other remains of drefs, heaped high 
together, while even the floor below was 
ftained with gore. 

Believing that fear had deceived the 
eyes of Paulo, Vivaldi watched this hor- 
rible fpeftacle for fome time, but with-* 
out perceiving the leaft motion ; when he 
becai^j^ convinced, that not any remains of 
life were fliroiided beneath it, and that it 
contained only articles of drefs, which had 
belonged to fome unfortunate perfon, who 
had probably been decoyed hither for plun- 
der, and afterwards murdered. This be- 
lief, and the repugnance he felt to dwell 
upon the fpeftacle, prevented him from 
fsxamining further, and he turned away to 
a remote part of the vault. A conviction of 
his own fete, and of his fervant*s, filled hrs 
mind for a while with defpair. It appeared 
that he bad been enfnared by robbers, till, 
as he recoilefted the cuxumftances which 
had attended his entrance, and the feveral 

YOU u K peculiar 



j|)ecuUar occanences coxmeSed ^vrkh titt 
arcb-way, this C0n)e£bii« fcemed higlilyim- 
probabie. It was unreafonable, t^t robba*s 
ihould have takOT:th€ firoubk to decoy, when 
they might at firft have feieed him; ftill mofc 
fo, that they would have perfevered fo long 
in the attempt ; and moft of all, that wh^ 
he had formerly been in their power, thejr 
fhpuld have n^le£led their opportunity, and 
Jufiered him to leave the ruin unmtf efted. 
. Y^, granting diat all this, impr^obable as it 
.was, wer^e, however, poffible, the folenrn 
warnings and predidions of the monk, (b 
frequently delivered, and fb &ithfully ful- 
filled, could have no connection with the 
.fehemes of banditti. It apprared, therefore, 
.tiiat Vivalcfi was not in the hands of rob- 
bers ; or, if he were, that the monk, at 
lead, had no comie&ion with them ; yet it 
was certain that he had juft heard tt)e voice 
. of diis mbonk beneath the arch ; tbat his 
fervant had faid, he faw the veftmentis of 
one afcending the fteps d the fort^ and 
that they had both reaibn, aitei'ward, to 

bdieve 
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bifieiFi^' it WHS kis fliadowy figure, vfaidt 
they had ^piiribed to the very chamber 
where they w^e HoW confined. 

As Vivaldi cQi^ered all thdfe circnin^ 
ftances, his perplexity encreafed, and he 
was more than ever inclined to believe, that 
the form, yhkh had afllimed the appear* 
ance of k monk, was fomething fuper« 
human. 

- *^ If this being had appeared only^^ fiad 
he to him&lf, " I fliould, perhaps, have 
thougiit it the petturbed fpirif of him, who 
doubdefs has been murdered here, and that 
it led me hithdr to difcover the deed, that 
his bones might be removed to holy ground j 
but this monk, or whatever it is,^wa8 neither 
filent, nor apparently anxious concerning 
Tiimfelf ; he fpoke only of events connefted 
with my peace, and predifted of the future, 
as wdl as reverted to the paA ! If be had 
idther hinted of himfelf, or had been wholly 
filent, his appearance, and manner of eiud- 
iflg purfuit, is fo extraordinary, that 1 
(hottld faav^ yielded, for once, perhaps; \a 
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the tales of our grahd£3tthers, and thought 
he was the fpeftre of a mui-dere^ perfcn/* 

As Vivaldi expreffcd his incredulity, 
however, he returned to examine the gar- 
ment once more, when, as he raifed it, 
he obferved, what had before efcaped his 
notice,^ black _ drapery mingled with the 
heap beneath ; and, on lifting this alfo ou 
the point of his fword, he perceived part of 
the habiliment of a monk ! He darted at 
the difcovery, as if he had feen the appari- 
tion, which had fo long been tempting his 
credulity. Here were the veft and fcapu- 
lary^ rent and ftained with blood! Having 
gazed for a moment, he let them drop 
upon the heap ; when Paulo, who had 
been filently obferving him, exclaimed, 

** Signor! that fhould be the garment of 
the demon who led us hither. Is it a wind- 
ing-fheet for us, Maejiro ? Or was it one 
for the body he inhabited while on earth !'* 

" Neither, I truft,'* replied Vivaldi, en- 

* deavouring to command the perturbation 

he fuffered, and turning from the fpeftacle ; 

- *' therefore 
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** dierefore we will try once more ta ixy 
gain our liberty." 

This was a defign, however, beyond his 
accomplijQunent; and, having again attacked 
the door, raifed Paulo to the grated win^ 
daw, and vociferated for releafe with his 
utmoft ftrength, in which he was very ably 
feconded by Paulo, he abandoned, for the 
prefent, all further attempts, and, weary 
and defponding, threw himfelf on the ground 
of the dungeon* 

Paulo bitterly lamented his mafter's ra(h- 
nefs in penetrating to this remote fpot, and 
bewailed the probability of their being fa* 
milhed. 

: -" For, fuppofmg, Signor, that we were 
not decoyed hither for plunder and butch- 
ery, and fuppofing that we are ngt fur. 
rounded by malicious fpirits, which San 
Januarius forbid I fhould take upon me tQ 
a^ffiroi is impoifibLe I fuppofmg all this, Sig- 
nor, yet flill there remains almoft a cer« 
tainty of our being ftarved to deathj for 
hpw is it poflible that any body can hear 

K 3 our 



.•oor oies, m a fhce fo remote from ali refbrt, 
and buried, as one may fay, under ground, 
as this isP^ 

*• Thou alt an ex<:ellent ccwnfortef,** 
"^fiad Vivaldi, groaning. 

" You muftaBow, Signor, that you are 
even with me,*' replied j^aulo ; " arid that 
you aa«e as exceUent a conduftor/* 

Vivaldi gave no aftfwer, but lay dtt 
tlie ground, abandoned to agonissing 
thought. He had now leifure to Qoin£idef 
the late words of the monk, and to con- 
jedure, for he was in a mood for con* 
j^fturing the wor{l, that thigy not <^ 
alluded to EUena^ but that his laykg 
** fte had departed an hour ago,'* was a 
figurative manner of telimg that fte had 
died then. This was a conjefture wlnth ijt& 
petted atHK)ft all apprehenfion for hi^nyelf^ 
H& ftarted from the ground, and pa<ied his 
p^iiba with q^k and unequal fUps j it 
wat How no longer a heavy defpotidency 
. that opprefled hkh^ but an acute anxiety 

.that 
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that flung him, and,; with the tortures of 
fufpenfe, brought alfo thofe of paflionate 
impatience and horror concerning the fate, 
of Ellena. The longer he dwelt upon 
the poffihility of her death, the more 
{urobable it appeared. This monk had al- 
ready forewarned him of the death of Bi- 
anchi; and when he recoUeded the fuf- 
picious drcumflances which had attended it, 
his terrors for Ellena increafed. The more 

« 

he yielded to his feelings, the more violent 
they became, till, at length, his ungovern^ 
able impatience and appreheniions arofe al- 
moft to frenjjy. 

' Paulo forgot, lor a wRfle^ his own fit^iar- 
tion ia this fuperior fuSexings of his mafter^ 
and now, at leaft, endeayoured to perform 
t;be offices of a comforter, for he* tried to 
calm Vivaldi^s min^^ by fdedii^ t|ie fairei^ 
circumftsmces^.for hope wh^h: the iubj^d 
admitted, and ii# paflfed without ,m>ticingy 
or, if noticing,, only lightly touched upc»iy 
the mod; prominenf poifibiUbe^iof fvil* $iis 
maft^, hQw^v^, w^^ u^fib^^ tp. a)i hf 
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faid, till he mentioned again the convent 
del Pianto j and this fubjeft, as it feemed 
connefted with the monk, who had hinted 
the fate of Ellena, interefted the unhappy 
Vivaldi, who withdrew awhile from his own 
refledions, to liften to a recital which mighi; 
affift his conjeftures^ 

Paulo complied with his command, but 
not without reluftance. He looked round 
ihe empty vault, as if he feared that fome 
perfon might be lurking in the obfcurity, 
who would overhear, and even anfwer him. 
" We are tolerably retired here too, 
Signor,*' faid he, recollefting himfelf; 
** one may venture to talk fecrets with 
little danger of being difcovered. However^ 
Maejiro^ it is beft to make matters quite 
fure ; and therefore, if you will pleafe to 
take a feat on the ground, ^ I will (land be- 
fide you and relate all I know of the con- 
vent of Our Lady of Tem-s^ which is not 
much after all.** 

Vivaldi, havmg f^ted himfelf, and biddea 
Paulo do the fame, the fervant begair in a 

low 
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low voice— -»" It was on the v^il cf the 
Santo Marco^]\x&, after the laft vefper-bell had 
tolled— You never was at the Santa Maria 
del PiantOy Signor,' or you would know 
what a gloomy old church it has* — It was 
in a confefSonal in one of the fide ailes of 
this church, and juft after the laft bell had 
ceaifed^ that a perfon, fd muffled up, that 
neither £aice nor fliape could be diftinguiflied^ 
5:ame and placed himfelf on the fteps of one 
of the boxes adjoining the confefiional chair j 
but if he had been as airily dreifed as your- 
felf,^ Signor, he might have been juft as well 
concealed ^ for that diilky aiile is %hted 
only by one lamp, which hangs at the end 
next the painted window, except when the 
tapers at the fhrine of San Antonio happen 
to be burning at the other extremity, and 
even- then the place is almoil as gloomy. as 
this yaultp ^ut that is, no doubt ^ contrived 
for the purpofe,.that people may not bluib 
for the fins they confefs ; and, in good faith^ 
this is an accommodation which may bring 
more money to the poor's ,box, for the 
... K 5, monks 
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ittOiAis* ban a fhrewd eyg that wav, 
and"— 

** You have dropt (he thread of yow 
ftory/* feid Vivalai. - - 

•* True, Signer, let ttit tecollea^lterd 
I ipft it.— Oh ! at the ftc^s t* the conlef* 
fiotiai ; — the Rratiget knelt down upon dietn^ 
and fbr fome time poured fucfa groans mto 
the eat of the confeffor, zs were heard alt 
t^ng'the alffe. You are to knotvir, Signot ^^ 
iJiat the brothers of Satifa dd PidHfo stfe of 
the ordejr of Bfack Pemtmh \ and pec^e 
y/ko have more fins than ohfihiu^ to cx^ii^ 
i^ fomedmes ^o thete, to coiifiilt ^th 
the grahd penitentiary -what is tto 'be done. 
tJow ithd^enedj ihat Vohtt Anfaldo^ Ae 
grand penitendary hlthfelf, Was tA thd 
chair, as is cuftomary oh the i4gil of the 
ISlmto Mtxrto ; and he gently teproved *i! 
penitent for <)ewaSRng fo knid, and bad^ 
him take comfoit^ ^hcn the otiiet' l«^lied 
6niy by isi groah deeper than t)efere, but-4f 
was Hot *fb iondj and then proceeded to 
confefr. But vfh^ he <Bd ^eon§^\ Signot^ 

I know 
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i know npt ; for the confeffar, you kijow,; 
never muft diiralge, except^ indeed^ on very 
otniordinary occaficpi. k was, however^ 
fiamedimg ib very ftran^. and horrible,^ tha^ 
diis gzand pemtqitiary liiddeAly'quitit^ th^ 
diific^ and before :hi8 reached tim cloii]ter8[ 
he. feB io^o ihoag .coATuffions. On re^ 
CQvering faisii£rl4 he aificeddle' people about 
hkn, -whether the peniteat, vthb had vifited 
inch a eoaBoffiocai, nmnin^ k, /was gcote.;^ 
adxtin^^ timt it. hiii was.,ftiU m' the chiinchy 
il nvsa'pri^r ^diSiauUil be detaSned^. Ife 
dfi&rihcdy at ihc Sxme. tin\e^ ^as ^dU as he 
Miridy the.foit of£gUjiie3iehad Jixhiy feen 
SLfqpor&tcbixig ^^Q&ffidnaLjiift before be 
tol Ttefce^ed thie confaffioQ) at..recoHie£ling 
^iUdb^ he fiaamed rlsady t9 go offjag^ intOf 
his 'Ocaiyiilfioiffi. One oi^ ^e fittherfi^ who- 
had craJfed the ififlcr^ qnJs^ \Rajcio the doi* 
ftersy upon the firft alarm of Anfafido'a dijp 
Qt4er^ Vien^mbei-eki Ihal 4t p^riohj fuibh as 

t/I^t^f&ahim.hafiily. He* 
a taU £ghre, ittuffled up in the tha« 
bit of ji-white ftiar^ gliding fm^ akog the 
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aUIe, towards the door vHbich opened into 
the outer court of the convent; but he 
was himfelf too much engaged to notice 
the flrwger particularly. Father Anfatdo 
thought this muft be the perlbn ; and the 
porter was fummoned, and aiked whether 
he had ^ obHerved fuch an one pafs* He af- 
firmed tlmt he had not feen any perfon go 
forth from the gate within the laft quarter 
of an hour; which might be di'ue enough, 
you know, Signor, if the rogue had been 
off lus poft. But he further faid, that nD 
one had entered, during the whole even- 
ing, habited in white, as the ftrangef was 
defcribed:td be : fo the porter proved him* 
f^lf to be a vigilant watchman; for he 
mu(t have been fa&.«fleep tob, or>how 
could this perfonage ha^e entered the con^ 
vent, and left it again^^ .without being fbeii 
by-him!" - '•> r .'.i-:^ - - r' ' 

«* In white, was he?** Taid^ Viyaldiy 
"^'if he had been in- b|ack, I ihould have 
thought thi$^mi{ft have beeti the monk, 
my tprmentofc;" ^ , " * * ^ <^.ii. 

7 ^ ^ ' «^ Why^ 
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- * Why, you know, Signoy, that oc- 
curred to me before," obferved Paulos 
^* and a man might eafily change his drefs, 
if that were all." 

" Proceed," faid VivaldL 
: " Healing this account from the porter,*^ 
continued Paulo, ** the fathers believed, one 
and sdl, that the ftranger muft be fecreted 
within the walls ;. and ]the convent, with 
every part of the predndlfr, w^s fesarched ; 
but np perfon w^ found !" 
; ** This muft ■ certainly be the mpnk,; ' 
Xaid Vivaldi, ** notwithilailding the differ- 
ence of his habit ; there furely cannot be 
two beings in the world, who would con- 
dud' themlelves in this hme myfterious 
manner!" 



He was interrupted by a low found, which 
feemed, to his diilraded. fancy, to proceed 
from a dying perfon; Paujo, alfo heard it j 
he ftarted, and they both . liftened with 
intenfe and almoft intolerable exp/eftation. 

" Ah !" faid Paulo, at.l^ngth, *^ it was 
only the windi" 

"It 
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-' ' ^ fe :#as . not rsme^'f taid ViviMi j 
'^^ {H'oceed thercforev^ 
J- « From. the period of this ftiange wn* 
feflion/* refumed Paulo, " Father AnfiddQ 
was never properly himfelfjv he"-— '— '-^ 
'\ « Boubtlefs the trime coofeflBbd uelated 
tohimfetf/' obferved ViVaMi. 

^ Why, no, Signor, I nev^ faeafd iSnt 
ihix >^s the cafe ; and ibme remarkable 
dtrumftances, which followed, feemcd to 
prove it otherwife. A{x>ut a moqth after 
the time I have mentioned, on the evening 
of a iukry day, when ^e monks were w* 
tiring from the laft fervice "* ^ 

• ^ Haricl*' cried VivaidL 
• ^ f Tiear whifpew,^' liid Piwlo, idii§)af# 

inghimfelf. 

' ^* Be (KH r faid Vival<». 

TRiey Hftened attentivdy, and heaid a 
tnunhuring, as of voices j but couid not 
afcertain whether they came from tiie ad* 
joining vatt}t,<»r arofe from beneath thecEoe 
tn which diey we«. The found resumed 
at intervals J and the perfoas who con> 

verfed, 



terfod) whatever *th€y were, f€«iiiii|^y^^€* 
ftrained thdr voices, as if tbey feared to b6 
he^d. Vivaldi confidered whether k ^Hett 
better to ^^oyet himfelf, and -call lbr^a& 
fifttoce, xjr to retaain ftfll. f / 

" Remember^Signor,'* faid i?arib, *^i;rfiat' 
a<^ance we have of bemg ftarved, uiilcfe we 
venCiire to difco vier ourf^lves te thefe people, 
or whatever they are/* 

** Venture!** exclaimed Vivaldi. •^What 
has fuch a wretch as I to do with fear i 
O, Ellena, EUena !'* 

He inftantly called loudly to the perfon 
whom he believed he had heard, and was 
feconded by Paulo; but their continued 
vociferations availed them nothing; no 
anfwer was, returned; and even the in- 
diftinft founds, which had awakened their 
attention, were heard no more. 

Exhaufted by their efforts, they laid down 
on the floor of the dungeon, abandoning 
all further attempts at efcape till the morn- 
mg light might alBft them. 

Vivaldi 
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Vivaldi hsid no further fpirits to enquire 
for the remainder of Paulo's narrative. Al- 
naoft defpairing for himfelf, he could not 
fbeil .an. inter^fl concerning grangers ; for 
he had already pe;rceived, that it could not 
afford him. information connected with 
Ellena ; and Paulo, who had roared him*- 
felf hoarfe, was very willing to be filent. 
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CHAP. 


Vlll. 



Who may ftie be that fteals through yonder eloiftef. 
And, as the beam of evening tints her veil, 
Unconfciouily difclofcs faintly features. 
Informed with the high foul of faintly virtue ? 



D 



URiNo feveral days .after £Uena'$ 
arrival at the monaftery of San Stefano, 
ibe was not permitted to leave the room, 
llie door waa locked upon her, and not 
any perfon appeared t^c6pt the nun, who 
brought her a fcanty portion of food, an4 
who. was the fame, that had iirft admitted 
her into that part of the convent aj^ro* 
priated to the abbefs. 

On the fourth day, when, probably, it 
was believed that her fpirits were fubdued 
by confinement, and by her experience of the 
fuSering (he had to expert from refiftance, 
Ae was fummoned to the parlour. The 
abbefs was alone, aiid the m of aufterity, 

with 
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With which fhe regarded EUena, prepared 
the latter to endure* 

After an exordium o^ the heinoufnefs of 
her offence, and the neceffity there was for 
taking meafures to protefl: the peace, atul 
dignity pf a aobie family, which her late 
condud had nearly deftroyed ; the al^efs^ 
informed her, that fhe muft determine 
either to accept the veil, or the perfon whom 
the Marcheia di Vivaldi had, o£ her great 
goodnefs, fekfted for her hufband. 
■ ** You never can be fufficiently grj^efuJ,** 
added the abbefs, ' ^^ for the g^ierofity the 
Marchefa (Splays, m allowiiig yoo a choice 
on the fubjeft. After the iryury-yx^u have 
endeavoured to ^iaiid .^xpon her and her 
ftmily, yaru could not exped: t&at any in# 
dulgence would be (hewn you. . It was na^ 
tural to fuppdfe, that the Marchefa would 
have pumAed you with feverity ; inftead 
<>f which, flie alloWa. you to enter into ouf 
fodety ; or, if you. have not ftrength of 
tnind Aifiicient to enable you to renounce a 
^(inful world, fte permits you to return into 
. ir. 
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It, and gives you a fuitable partner to fup- 
port you through Its cares and tofls, — a 
partner much more fuitable to yotu' cir- 
cumftances than hitn, to whom you liaci 
the temerity to lift your eye/* 

Ellena Wufhed at this doarfe appeal toi, 
her pride, and perfevered in a difdainfirt 
Hence. Thus to give to injuitice the co- 
louring df mercy, and to adte moft abfo- 
lutefy tyramnicalthefoffening tints of gene^ 
rofity, excited her honeft indignation. iShe 
was not, however, Ihocked by a difcovery 
of the defigns formed againft heri fince, 
from* the momeiit of her arrival at San 
Stefano, flie had expeded fomethmg ter- 
ribly fevere, and had prepared her mind to 
meet it with fortitude ; for Ihe believed^ 
that, fo fupported, flie fhould weary thd 
malice of her enemies,^ and Anally triumph 
over misfortune." It was only when flie 
thought of Vivj^ldi that her courage bailed, 
and that the injuries flie endured feemed 
too heavy to be long fufl:ained. 
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*' You are filent !*' faid the abbeft, aftei 
a paufe of expedation, ** Is it poffible, 
then, that you can be ungrateful for the 
generofity of the Maichefa ? But> though 
you may at prefent be infenfible to her 
goodnefs, J will forbear to take advantage 
of your indifcretion, and will ftill allow you 
liberty of choice* You i^ay retire t© your 
chamber, to coniider and to decide. But 
remember, that you muft abide by the de- 
termination you fhall avow } and, that you 
will be allowed no appeal from the alterna- 
tives, which are now placed before you.— 
If you rejed the veil, you muft accept the 
husband who is offered you.*/ 

** It i8.unneceffary/\faid Ellena, with a* 
air of dignified, tranquillity, " that I fhould 
withdraw for the purpofes of confidering 
and deciding* I^y refolution is already 
taken, and I reje^ each of the offered al- 
teraatives. I will neither condemn myfelf 
to a cloifter, or to the degradation, \vith 
which I am threatened on the other hanctt 
Having faid this, I am prepared to meet 
. n what- 
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tehatever fuffering you fhall infli£t upon me ) 
biit be ' aflured, that my own voice never 
ihall fanCtion the evils to which I may be 
fubjefted, and that the immortal love of juf- 
tice, which fills all my heart, will fuftain my 
courage no lefs powerfully than the fenfe of 
what is due to my own charaften You 
are now acquainted with my fentiments and 
my refqlutions j I fhall repeat them no 



more." 



The abbefs, whofe furprife had thus long 
fuflfered EUena to fpeak, ftill fixed upon her 
a flem regard, as fhe faid, " Where is it that 
you have learned thefe heroics, and acquired 
the rafhnefs which thus prompts you to avow 
them ! — ^the boldnefs which enables you to 
infult your Superior, a prieflefs of your holy 
religion, even in her fanftitary !*' 

*« The fanduary is prophaned,** faid EI* 
lena, mildly, but with dignity: "it is be- 
' come a prifon. It is only when the Superior 
ceafes to refpeft the precepts of that holy 
religion, the precepts which teach her juf- 
rice tod benevolence^ that fhe herfelf h no 

longer 
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longer rdpeded. The v£ry ii^iitiaient whkb 

bids us Feyere its mijd aad beAeficent hvfif 
bids us aMb rejed the violators of theor: 
when you command me to reverence my 
teligion, you urge me to .condenan youi- 

" Withdraw!'* faid the abbefs, rifing 
'impatiently from her chair; " your ad- 
monition, &> becomingly delivered, ihall 
not be' forgotten." 

EUena willingly obeyed, and was led back 
to her cell, where flie fat down penfively, and 
reviewed her condud. Her judgment ap- 
proved of the franknefs, with which ifaeliad 
afferted her rights, and of the firranefs, with 
which fhe had reproved a woman, who had 
dared to demand refpe£b from the very vie* 
tim of her cruelty and oppreffion. She was 
the more fatisfied with herfelf, becaufe 
ihe had:never, for an inftant, forgotten her 
own dignity fo far, a&to degenerate into the 
vehemence of paffion, or to £(iulter with the 
weakneft of fear« Her convi£tio|i of the 
abbeis's unworthy . charader was top cle^ 

4 to 
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to iSowi Eihna to feof ainflied in iiefpn^ 
fence ; for fhe regarded only the cenfure of 
the good, to ^ich file had ever been as 
tremblingly alive, as file was obdurately 
infenfible to that of the ^ vicious. 

EUena, having now a&rted her refoiu# 

tions, det^nnined to ^vm&y if poffible, dtt 

repetition of fc^ies like the laff, and to 

repel by filence only, 'whatevKer indignity 

might be offered hen She> knsw that Ami 

mud: fuf&r, and (he vefoit^d M^diaEre; 

Of the three evils, which w^e placed be^ 

fore her, that of confinement, with alt it* 

melso^eholy accompsmiments, appeared coni^ 

fiderably lefs fevere, than ciAer Ae threat* 

^ned niarriage, or a foi^m^ f enunciation of 

the world;' either of whkh wbttldJ devott 

her, during life, to mifery, and that 'bf 

her own a&. Her choice^' therefore, had 

been eafy, and the ^ay was plain befdrt 

^er« If flie couid eitc&ire witli cdmneft 

the. hardfhips ^ which t&e could idot avoids 

half their wseight wauld^ be^ uifftlt ^ i ami flic 

now moft ftrenuoufly endeavoured to attain 

the 
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the ftcength of mind, \i^bich was necd&ry 
to fupport fuch equanimity. 

For feveral days after the late interview 
with the abbefs, fhe was kept a clofe pri- 
foner ; but on the fifth evening flie was 
permitted to attend vefpers. As fhe walked 
through the garden to the chapel, the ordi- 
nary frefimefs of the open air j and the ver- 
dure of the trees and fhrubs were luxuries 
to her, who had fo long, been reftrifted 
from the common bleffings of nature. She 
fpSowed the nuns to a. chapel where they 
qfually performed their devotions, and was 
there feated among the novices. The fo- 
lemnity of the feirvice, and particularly of 
thofe piarts, which were accompanied by 
mufic, ipuched all her heart, aad foothed 
arid elevated her fpirit. 
, Among the voices of the choir, was one 
whofe expreflion immediately fixed her at- 
tention J it feemed to fpeak a loftier fenti- 
ment of devotion than the others, and to be 
modulated by the melancholy of an heart, 

that 
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that had long Qnce taken leave pf this world. 
Whether it fwelled with the high peal of the 
organ, or mingled in low ajid trembling ac- 
cents with the finking chorus, EUena felt 
that fhe underflood all th<f feelings of the 
breaftv from, which it flowed ; and fhe lopked 
to the gallery where th^ nuns were aflfem- 
bled, to difcoyer a countenance, that might 
feem to accord with the fenfibility exprefled 
in the voice. As no ftrangers were admit- 
ted to the chapel, fofne of the fifters had 
thrown back their veil$, and ihe (aw little 
that iiUer^fted her in their various feces ; 
but the figure and attitude of a nun, kneel- 
ing in a remote part of the gallery, beneath 
a lamp, which threw its rays aflant her head, 
pqrfeAly agreed with the idea fhe had formed 
of the finger, and the found feemed to ap- 
proach immediately from that direftion, 
ilcr face was concealed by a black veil, 
whofe tranfparency, however, permitted 
the feirnefs of her romplexion to appear ;^ 
but the^air of her head, and the fingularity 
" VOL. I. t of 
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>of her attitude, for fhe was the only perfon 
who remained kneeling, fufEciently indi- 
cated the fuperior degree /of fervency and 
penitence, whiqh the voice had cxpreffed. 

When the hymn had ceafed, ihe rofe from 
her knee*, and EUena, foon after, obferv- 
ing her throw back her veil^ difcovered, by 
the lamp, which fhed its full light upon her 
features, a countenance, that inftantly con- 
firmed her conjefture. It was touched with 
a melancholy kind of reiignation ; yet grief 
feemed ftill to occaiion the palenefs, and 
the air of languor, that prevailed over it, 
and which dilappeared only when the mo- 
mentary energy of devotion feemed to lift 
|ier fpirit above this world, and to impart 
to it fooiewhat of a feraphic grandeur. At 
thofe moments her blue eyes were raifed 
towards Heaven, with fuch meek, yet fer- 
vent love, fuch fublime enthufiafm as th^ 
heads of Guido fometimes difplay, and 
yhicb renewed, with EUena, all the en- 
chanting 
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Planting effe£ts of <iie roice flie bud jtiA: 
hearcL 

While file regarded the nun with a de- 
gree of interclt which tendered her infenfible 
to every other objeQ: in the chapel, /he 
fended (he could ^rceive the calnme^s 
in. her counteowce to be .that of defpair^ 
rather than of refignation; for, when her 
thoughts were not elevated in prayer, there 
was frequently a fixednefs in her look, too 
energetic for common fuffering, or for the 
tempisr of mind, which may lead to perfeft 
refignation. It had, however, much ths^t 
-^ attached the fympathy of JEUena, and much 
that feemed to fpeak a fimilarity of feeling, 
Ellena was not only foothed, but in fome 
degree comforted, while fhe gazed upon 
her ; a felfiflmefs which may, perhaps,* be 
pardoned, when it is confidered, that flie 
thus knew there was one human being, at 
4eaft, in the convent, who muft be capable 
of feeling pity, and willing to admiilifter 
confolation. Ellena endeavoured to me^ 

L 2 her 
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1fer,cy«>^ that iHe fn%ht inform her of the/ 
regard fhc had infpired, and fexprels her' 
c'wn' uhbappinefs^ ^ biit the nun was (b en- 
tirely engaged by deV^otion, that fhe did not 
fucceed^ 

As they left the chapel, however, the 
nun paffed cloie by Elfeiia, 'who threw 
back her veil, and fixed upon her a look 
fo fuppUcgting and expreffive, diat the nun 
paufed, and in her turn regarded the no* 
vice, not with furprize only, but with a 
mixture of curiofity and compaiBon. A 
faint biuih eroded h&r cheek, iier fpirits 
feemed to faulter, and fhe was unwilling to 
withdriaw her ey^s from Ellena : but it was 
neceflary that fhe ihould continue in the 
procefHon, and, bidding her £arewel by a 
fmile of ineflfable pity, fhe pafTed on to the 
court, while Ellena followed with attention 
ftill fixed upon the fifler, who fbon dit 
appeared beyond the doorway of the Ab- 
befs*s apartment, and Ellena had nearly 
reached her own, before her thoughts were 

fufficiently 
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fufHciently difengaged to permit' het KttrX'- 
quire the name of the ftrangef. 

** It is After Olivia whom you mean, 
perhaps," iaid her conduflrefs. 

She is very handfome," faid EUena. . 
Many of the fitters are fo," replied 
Margaritone, with an air of pique. 

'* Undoubtedly," laid EUena ; " but flie, 
whom I mean, has a moft touching counte- 
nance *; fraxik, noble, fall of fenfibiliry; 
and tbefe^is a gemle mdancholy in hA 
eye, which cannot but intereft. aH who 
jobferve her." 

EUena was^ fjo fafqnated by this interelE- 
ing nuii, diat file .forgot Ate was defcribing 
>her to a p^rfoii, whofe edlos|3 heart, renda'ed 
her infenfible to the* influence of any coun- 
^tenance, except^ perhaps the commanding 
.one df the lady abWle; and to whon^ 
therefore, a defCTiptioA q£ the fine trajt^ 
whi(rh EUena felt, was a$ unimelligifafte a^ 
%ould have been an Arabic infcript^n« 

L3 <^She 
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# She is paffed the bloom of yoiith,'^ 
continued Ettena, ftill anxious to be under* 
ftobd i ^ but flie retains all its interefting 
graces, and adds to them the dignity 

of?* — ': 

" If yon mean that (he is of middle age,'* 
mtetrupted Margaritone, peeviflily, " it i$ 
fifter Ofivia you mention, for we are ali 
youngci" than ihe is.** 

Eil^ia, ra^Sng her eyes almoA uncon« 
fciouily, as the mm fpoke this, fixed them 
upon a face fallow, meagre, feemingly near 
fifty years an inhabitant of th& world ; smd 
fbe could fcarcely fuppre& the furprbse fhe 
felt, on perceiving fuch wretched vanity 
lingering among the chiUed paffioas of fo 
rqpuUive a frame^ Md within the fequeC- 
tered ihade of a efeifter. Mmrgaritone, 
ftill jealous ttf the praife beftowed on Olivis^ 
repelled all further enquiry, and, having at- 
tended Ellena to her cellf locked her up foic 
the.iii^ht4. 

Oat 
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On the following evening EUena v«s 
again permitted to attend vefpers, and, on 
the way to the chapel, the hope of feeing 
her interefting iavourite reanimated her 
fpirits. In the fame part of the gallery, as 
on the precedmg night, (he again appeared, 
and kneeling, as before, beneath the lamp, 
in private orifon, for the fervice was not 
begun. 

EUena endeavoured to fubdue the im- 
patience fbe felt fo exprefs her regard, and 
to be noticed by? the holy filler, till flie 
ihould have finiflied. When the nun roie, 
and obferved £llena> ihe lifted her vdl^ 
and, ^zing on iter the fame enquiring eye^ 
her countenance brightened into a fmile ib 
full of compaifion and intelligence, that 
EUena, * forgetting the^ decorums of the 
place, ' left her • feat 1to aj^roach her ; it 
feemed as if the foul, which beamed forth 
in that fmile, had long been acquainted 
with hers. As fhe advanced, the nun drop« 
ped her veil, a reproof which fhe immedi- 
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atcly underftood, and flic withdrew to her 
feat ; but her attention remained fixed on 
the nun during the whole fervice. 

At the conclufion, wheft they left the 
chapel, and flie faw Olivia pafs wfthoiit no- 
Hcing her, EUena could fcarcely reftrain 
her tears ; flie returned in deep dejedion 
to her room. The regard of this nun was 
not only delightful, but feemed neceflary 
to her hwt, and Ihe dweft, with fond per- 
feverance, on the fmile mat hsid expreffed 
fo much, and which thVew one gleam of 
comfort, even through the bars of het 
prifon. . 

H^r reverie was fooii interrupted by a 
light ftep, that approached her cell, and m 
the next moment the door was unlocked, 
and QUvia herfelf appeared, EHefta tofe 
with' emofion to me^t her j ^he nyh held 
forth tier' hand to recfeiye hers/ 

" You are unufed to confineracnt,f^ faid 
flie, curtfying mournfully, an4 placing on 

* thfc 
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' thft fi^te 9; little baiket contaimng refirefli- 
mmu " aad our hard fare" 

^' I imderftand you/' faid Eilena, with 

a k>ofe expreflivc of h^ g;ratUudc j " yau 

: hay$. a he^^t that can pity^ tliough you ia« 

•habk thfefe iTwiU.}— ydvi liave fuffered too, 

'and know the. delicate genergfity of foftea- 

iD^ the forrows of others, by any s^tendm 

that may tell them your fyinpatby. . O ! if 

I could ekprefs hbttr much the fei^ of this 

iaflfeftsme!" . . . : ;i 

\ Teaxs interrupted bes* . Olivip vprciflfed 

her hand, looked fteadily upon herffacf, 

:ahd was £7mewhat agitd>t0d, but fiie icon 

^recerered a^^arent trani}uBlity^ a^d J^d, 

with zteaout finile, >^ You. jud^ rightljF, 

my fifter, refpeding my fentiment^, hdw- 

-epst you xriay dd> co^icehimg ihy (ufibtkigs* 

My 'heart is not in&nfibii' to pity; noiito 

iymi, my child.. You: were- defigned for 

hs^kr days than you caE^ bopai ta^cUnd 

within thefe ctoiftersr ; n.;.: i. ;:.. . ^ .-. f 
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She checked heifelf a& if ihe had dJSomed 

too much, and then added, '^ But yon tosfp 

pethafps, be peaceful ; and fince it confoles 

you to know that yoo lave a friend near 

•yell, bdieve me that friend— but believe it 

?in TAence. I will vifit you when I am per- 

mfitted-^but do not enquire for me ; and 

if my vifits are fliort^ do not preis me to 

- lengthen Aem/* 

^^ How good this is P' faid EUena, in a 
&ultering voice. " How fweet too it is ! 
you will vifit liie', and I am pitied by 
you !** 

" Hufti \(' faJd the nun, cxpreffively ; 
** no more; 1 may be obferved. Good 
night, my filler ; may your fiumbers be 
Kgh'tP* 

£llena's heart fiink. She had not f{»- 

nit t4> fay, " Good night !*' but her eyes, 

covered with tears, faid more. The nun 

turned her own away fuddenly, and, preffing 

AktT hand in filenc^, left the celL EUena, 

firm 
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firm and tranqml under the infults of the 
abbefs, was now inelted into tears by the 
kindnefs of a fiiend. Thefe gentle tears 
were refrefliing to her long-oppreflisd fpf- 
rits, and fhe indulged ^hem. Of Vivaldi 
fee thought with more compofure than fhe 
had done fince fhe left the villa Altieri j 
and fomething like hope began to revive 
in her heart, though refleftion offered no- 
thing to fuppqrt it. . , 

On the following morniiig, flie perceived 
that the dodr of her cell had not beeii 
clofed. She rofe impatiently, and, not 
without a hope of liberty, immediatery 
paiTed it. . The <;ell,v opening upon a fliort 
pafTage, which communicated with the main 
building, and which was fhut up by a door, 
was fecluded, and almofl infulated from 
every other chamber j and this door bemg 
now fecured, EUena was as truly' a prifoher 
as before. It appeared then, that the liun 
had omitted to fallen the cell only for the 
purpofe of allowing her more fpace to walk 
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In the paiTage, and ihe was gi:ateful for the 
attention. Still more (he was fo, when, 
having traverfed it, Khe perceived^ one ex- 
.tremity terminate in ^ narrow ftair-eafe, 
that appdu-ed to lead to o);hef chambei-d. . 

She alcended the;^ winding ftq>s hafliiy, 
and found they led only to a door, opett- 
ing into a fmall room, whefe n6thing 
remarkable appeared, till fhe approached 
the windows, and beheld thence an hoti- 
2Qn, and a lahdfcape fpread below, whofe 
grandeur awakened all her heart. The 
confcioufhefs of her prifoh was loft, tthile 
ier eyes ranged over the wide and fr^tely- 
fublime fcene withput* She perceived that 
this chamber was within a fitiall ttirtet, pTO- 
jefting from an angle of the convent over 
the walls, and fufpended, as in ait, above 
the vaft precipices of granite, ^ that formed 
part cf the mountain. Thefe precipices 
were broken into cliffs, which, in fomfe 
places, impended far above their bafe, and, 
ia others, • rofe, in nearly-pefpendicular 

lines, 
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Bnes, lb the Wilfe of the^ lAotiaftery , ^M^tA 

thfejr fupjK)l-ted. filletia, ^vith a diteadful 

pleafiite, looked down them, fhagged as they 

were with larch, itid frequtotfy darkened 

'by lihk^ of gigantfe jfjihe bfediiig )ddtig the 

rocky ledges, tillfte? ejre fefted'ohtHif fhick 

chefnut woods that extehded * ovei* their 

winding bafe, and which, foftemrig te KHq 

plains,, fefettied to form a gradation between 

Ihe variegated tnltivatioA: there, and the 

awfiif i«riidliefsf of the t6c^ ibove. Rotrhd 

'thefe' ' eXteiiftVe^ ' pkhis^ ' wtrc' ' tumbled trie 

mouhlainsi df VarJotis Ihape a'nd attitude^ 

which Ellena had admired on her approach 

to Sail Stefario >, feme Ihaded with Ibrefts 

of olive and alinond' trees, but the greater 

part abandoned 16 ihe flocks, which, m 
. ft 

fummer, feed oii their aromatic herbage, 
and ;on the apprc^ch of trfnter, defcend to 
the 'fheltered plams' of the Ta^ogliere Hi 
Puglid. ' ' ' "■'-■ 

On' thfef feft opfeiied the dfeadfdl ^aTs 
Whfch<h(4^Kad tr^^erfed, and the fhuirfer 

of 



jo£ wjiofc . vatei's np!V'\ jnxur^ured at a dit 
taace* The; ac;pumulaty)n pf overtoppmg 
points, "which the mountains of this dark 
perfpeftive exhibited, prefeEted an image of 
,gt3n4e|wr fupejior, to ji^y thii|g flie.had 
f^ep while within the paj^ itfelf. . 

• TcEll^na, whofe mind was capable of be- 
ll^ j^igbly rferatpi, or fweetly foothed, by 
fcenes of natuie, the. difcovery of this Kttk 
t^rret was an jn]|>ortant circumftance. Hi- 
ther flie could come, Md her foul, refrelhed 
by the views it afforded, would acquire 
ftrength to bear her, with equanimity, 
thro* the perfecutions that might await hen 
Here, gazing upon the ftupendous imagery 
aroun4 her, looking^ as it were, beyond the 
. awftii veil which obfcures the featured of the 
Deity, and conceals Him from the eyes of 
his creatures, dwelling as with a prefent 
God in the midft of his fublime works ; 
with a mind thus elevated, how infignifi- 
cant would appear to her the tranfadlions, 

^sxd the fufferings of this world! How 

poor 
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poGt the boafted' power of man, when tl^© 
fidl of a fingle cliiF from thefe mountams 
would With eafe deftroy thoufands of U$ 
race affraibled on the pWns below .1. .How 
would it avail them, that they were; ac- 
<;0\itr€d for battle,; armed with. all. th^ in« 
ftruments of deftruftion that human' inveu- 
tion ever falhipned ? Thus man, the giant 
who now held her in captivity, would ihrink 
to the diminutivenels of a fairy; and fhe 
Would experience, that his utmoft fprqe was 
unable to enchain her foul, or c<Hnpel her 
to fesMT him, while he was deftitutie of 

virtue. 

Ellena's srfitention ^ag recalled from the 
fcene without by a found from within thp 
gallery, and ihe then heard a key turning 
in the door of the paffage. Fearing that it 
was fifter Margaritone who approached, 
and who, informed by her abfence of the 
confolatory turret fbe had difcovered, would 
perhaps -debar her from ever returning to 
.it, EUena defcended with a palpitating heart, 
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and to\lnd that nuH b the cell/ ^f^^ 
aAd feverity were in her countehanfee, \irhea 
fte eiiquired by what means EHetia hid 

unclofed the door, and whither flie had 

. • ' ■ 

bfeefl. 

- " ' ... 

* EUena anfwererf without any prevaricV 
tiqn, that flie had found th*. door un- 
faftened, and that flie had vifitcd the turret 
above; but flie forl)ore to exprefs a wilh 
t6 return thither, judgiiig that futh an ex- 
preflioh' would certainly exckide her in fe- 
torfe. Margsrritone, • after (hatply rebuking 
her for ptying beyohd the p^tfage, ^^d fit- 
ting down the breakfaft fhe had brought, 
left the toom, the door of which fee did 
TKJt forget to fecurc. Thus Elleni wa^ it 
once deprrvHjd of lb' innocent a meSUis Df 
confolation as her pleafant ' turret hadif- 
ibrded. - - 

' During fcrera! days, flie faw only the 
auftere nmf, except when flie attended vd"- 
pers J where, however, flie was ft> ^^gifentfy 
obferved, ^diat flie featcd to ^3f«k with 

Olivia^ 
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Olivia, even by her eyes. Olivia's were 
often fixed upon her face, and with a kind 
of expreflion which Ellena, when fhe did ven-^ 
ture to look at her, could not -perfeftly in* 
terpret. It was not only ci pity, but of anxi- 
ous curiofity, and of fomething alfo like 
fear, A blulh would fometimes wander 
over her cheek, which was fucceeded by an 
extreme palenef^, and 1>y an air of ftch 
univerfal languor as precedes a fainting ftp 
but the exeiKTifce of devotion feeft\ed fre- 
quently to tec^l lief fleeting fpirit«, and to 
elevate them with hope and "Coa/ag^i '\ 
When fhe left the chapel, SHeni iaJw 
OKviSi 116 more that flight ; but on tfefol- 
to^Ag tnotr&ng fhe came nitb brei^faft to 
tke eell. A chara^er of peciriiar £idneft 
iv^ (m lief bro^.' 

-' *« O ! how glad 1 am to fee you !'* laid 
Ellemt y ' ^ and how much 1 have T^:rettodi 
your long abfence ! I was obli^d ta re- 
member conflahtly what you hadex^oincd^ 
te forbipar enquiring after you.** 

The 
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The nun replied with a melancholy ftnile, 
*^ I come in obedience to our lady abbefs," 
faid ihe, as fhe featedherfelf on EUena*H 
mattrefs, 

" And did you not with to come ?" faid 
EUena, mournfully. 

" I did wifli it,*' replied Olivia} " but''^- 
and-fh£ hefitated* 

" Whence then this feludance,?** en-^ 
quired Ellena. 

Olivia was filent a moment* 

*• You are a meffenger of evil news !** 
faid Elteoa ; ^^ you are only relu£lant tQ^ 
affliame.*^ 

•* It is as you lay," replied Olivia; */ 1 am 
only reluctant to afili£t you ; and I fear 
you have too many attachments to the world, 
to allow you to receive, without forrow, 
what I have to communicate. I am ordered 
lio prepare you for the vows, and to fay, that; 
iince you have rejedted the hulband which 
was propofed to you, you are to accept the 
veil } that many of the cuftomary forotf 

are 
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are to be difpenfed with ; and that the cere- 
mony of taking the black veil, will follow 
^ without delay that of receivingthewhiteone.'* 

The* nun paufed ; and Ellena faidf 
" You are an unwilling bearer of this cruel 
mefTage j and I reply only to the lady al> 
befs^ when I declare, that I never will acr 
cept either j that force may fend rae to the 
altar, but that it never fhall compel me to 
utter vows which my heart abhorg ; and if 
I am conftraxned to appear there, it ihaU be 
only to proteft againft her tyranny, and 
againft the form mtended to fan^on it." 

To Olivia this anfwer was fo far from 
being difpleaiing, that it appeared to ^ve 
her fatisfa£bion. 

** 1 dare not applaud your refolution,** 
faid flie ; " but I will not condemn it. 
You have, no doubt, connexions in the 
.world which would render a feclulion from 
it afflifiing. You have relations, friends^ 
from- whom it .would be dreadful to part ?^ 

*^ I have neither," iaidEHena, fighing. 

"No! 
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^* No ! Can that be poffible ? and yet 
you are fo unwilling to retire !** 

** I have caily one friend," replied EUeaa, 
^* and it is of him they would deprives me!'* 

*' Pardon, my love, the abruptnefe of thefe 
enquiries," faid Olivia ; ^* yet, while I en- 
treat your forgivenefs, I am inclined to of- 
fend again, and to aflc your name." 

" That is a queftion I will readily dinfwer. 
My name is Ellena di Rofalba. 

^* How ?•* &id 0}cvia, wii 
4bfibemtion) "^EUmadi" 

' ** Di Rofalba," repeated her' companion^ 
^ SHid permit me to a&yout motive fof the 
^cnquiry : do you know ^ny: perforin of m^ 
name?" 

"No," r^ed tKc nun, mournfully; 
^ but your features hate ibme refemblance 
to thofe of a friend I once had." 

As fte faid this, her agitation was apparent^ 
and file rofe to go. ^ Imuft not lengthen 
my vifit, left I fbould Be forbidden to repeat 
it,?' faid ihe* " "What ?nfwer ihall I givte to 

the 
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the abbefs ? If you are determined to rejeft 
the veili allow me to,advife youto'foften 
your refiikl as much as poffible. I am, 
perhaps, better acquainted with her cha- 
rader than you are ; and O, my filler J 
I would not fee you pining away your ex- 
iftence in this folitary cell." 

** How much I am obliged by the inter- 
eft you exprefs for my welfare,'* faid Ellena, 
** and by the advice you offer !^ I will yield 
my judgment in this inftance to yours j you 

Ihall modulate my refufal as you think pro* 

per : but remember that it muft be abfolute; 

and'beware, left the abbefs fhould miftake 

gentlenefs for irrefolution." 

^* Truft me, I will be cautious in all that 

relates to you,*** faid Olivia. ^* Farewell ! 

Iwill vifit you, if poffible, in the evening. 

In the mean time the door fhall be left open, 

that you may have more air and profped 

than this cell affords. That ftaircafe leads 

to a pleafant chamber." 

'2 . *' 1 have 
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** I have vifited it already /V repUed El- 
lena» ^' and have to thank you for the 
goodaefsy which permitted me to do fo. 
To go thither will greatly foothe my fpirits ; 
if I had fome book, and my drawing-inftru- 
ment^ I could ahnoft forget my forrow« 
there." 

*^ Could you fo ?" faid the nun, widi an 
aiFeflionate fmile. ** Adieu ! I will endea- 
vour to fee you in the evening. If filter 
Margaritone returns, be careful not to en- 
quire for me ; nor once afk her for the little 
indulgence I give you*'* 

Olivia withdrew, and Ellena retired to the 
chamber above, where fee loft for a while 
all fenfe of forrow amidft the great fcenery, 
which its windows exhibited. 

At noon, the ftep of Margaritone funv 
moned Ellena from her retreat, and flie 
was furprifed that no reproof followed this 
fecond difcovery of her abfence. Marga- 
ritone only faid, Hiat the abbefs had the 
goxwinefs to permk Ellena to dine with the 

novices, 
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tiovices, and that fhe came to condud her 
to their table. ' 

EUena did not rejoice in this permiffion, 
preferring to remain in her foiitary turret, 
to the being expofed to the examining eyes 
of ftrangers j and ihe folbwed dejeAedly, 
through the filent paflages to the apartment 
where they were afiembled. She was not 
lefs furprifed than embarrailed to obferve, 
m the manners of young people refiding 
in a convent, * an abfence of: that ' deco« 
rum, t^^hich includes beneath its modeil 
fiiade every grace that ought to adorn the 
female character, like the veil which gives 
dignity to their air and foftnefs to their fea- 
tures. When EUena entered the room, 
the eyes of the whole company were imme- 
diately fixed upon her ; the young ladies 
began to whifper and fmile, and (hewed, 
by various means, that. fhe was the fubjed 
of converfation, not otherwife than cen* 
forious. No one advanced to meet and to 
encourage her, to welcome h^ to the table^ 

or 



or IttU lefs <lii|)lay * ane of thofe- naxaeldH 
graces, with which a generous itad delkast 
mind de%hts to teailtilis^e t^o mqdeft wd 
the iuifortuaate» 

£l}ena took a chair ia filence ; and« 
though (he had 'it firft felt forlorn s^ em<^ 
barrafled by the impertipent manners of her 
companioni, a cooXciQU&efs of innocence 
gradually- revived her ^irit8» >pd eoabkd 
her to refumie an m ef digni^, whkK re« 
prefled this ruda prefumption. 

Eilena returned to her cell, for the fitil 
dme, with eagerodst JVI^r^uritone did not 
fiaften the door of it, but flie ixw carefol to 
fecure that of the paflage j and even* tfak 
fmall indulgence ihe feemed to allqw with a 
furly reludance, as if compelled to obey 
the command of a fupeSrior. The moment 
ihe was gone, Ellena withdrew fo -her plea* 
fanf turret, where^ after having fbSered 
from the coarfe manners of the np^es» her 
gratit^^ was the more lively, . when (he 
per<r€ived the delicate attention of^ h^r . ber 
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loved nun. It appeared tb^t (he had vifiN 
edthe chamber in EUena's abfence, and- 
had caufed to be brought thither a dhair 
and a table, on which were placed fome 
books, and a knot of iragrant flowers. 
Ellena did not reprefs ther grateful tears, 
which the generous feelings df Olivia 
excited; and ihe forbore, for fome mo* 
tnents, to examine the books^ that the plea* 
(ing emotions ihe experienced might not be 
interrupted. 

On looking in^o thcfe books, however, 
file perceived, that fome of them treated of 
myftical fubjeCts, which fhe laid aiide with 
^fappointment ;' but in others fhe obfervcd 
a few of the beft Italian poets, and a volume 
or two of Guicciardini's hiftory. She was 
fomewhat furprifed, that the poets fliottld 
have found their way to the library of a nun, 
but was too much pleafed with the dtfco- 
very to dwell on the enquiry. 

Having arranged her books, and f<:t hci* 
little room in order, ihe feate4 bexfelf at a 

VOL. I. ^ /window, 
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window, and, with a volume of Taflb, en- 
deavoured to banilh every painful rememr 
brance from her mind. She continued 
wandering in the imaginary fcenes of the 
poet, till tlie" fading light recalled hex to 
thofe of reality. The fun was fet, but the 
mountain-tops were ftill lighted up by his 
beams, and a tint of glorious purple co- 
loured all the weft, and began to change 
the fnowy points on the horizon. The 
lilence and repofe of the vaft Tcene, pro- 
moted the tender mehnchaly that prevailed 
in her heart ; fhe thought of Vivaldi, and 
wept— of Vivaldi, whom (he might, per- 
haps, never fee again, though fhe doubted 
not that he would be indefatigable in fearch- 
ing for her. Every particular of their Uft 
conyerfation, when he had fo earneftly la- 
mented the approaching feparation, even 
while he allowed of its propriety, came to 
her mind ; and, while fhe witneffed, in 
Imagination, the grief and diftraftion, which 
her nayfterious departure and abfence muft 

have 
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have' occafioned hiii^, the fortitude, "with 
which fhe had refitted her own fufferings,. 
yielded to the pifture of his. 

The vefper-bell, at length, fummoned her 
to prepare for mafs, and fhe ddfcended to 
her cell to await the arrival of her con- 
diiftrefs. It was Margaritone, who foon 
appeared ; but in the chapel fhe, as ufual, 
faw Olivia, who, when the fervice had con- 
cluded, invited her ii^to the garden of the 
convent. There, as fhe walked beneath.the. 
melancholy cyprelTes, that, ranged on either 
fide the long walks^ formed a majeftic ca-, 
liopy, almoft excluding the evening twi- 
%ht, Olivia converfed with her. on ferious, 
but general, topics, carefully avoiding any 
mention of the abbefs, and of the affairs of. 
EUena. The latter, anxious to learn the 
cffeO: of her repeated rejeftion of the veil, 
ventured to make Ibme enquiries, which 
the nun immediatply di£couraged,*'and*^SL 
cautioufly. checke4' tjic^rat^ful effufions^of 
her young friend for. the attentions fhe ha:d 
received, 
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Olivia accompanied Ellena to her cell, 
and there no longer fcrupled to reKeve her 
from uncertainly. With- a mixture of 
franknefs and difcretion, fhe related as 
Aiuch of the converfition, that had paffed 
between herfelf and the abbefs, as it ap- 
peared'^neceffary for Ellena to knovir, from 
which it Teemed that the former was as ob- 
ftinate, as the latter was firm, 

^ Whatever may be your refolution," 
added the nun, ** I eameftly advife you, 
my fifter^ to allow the Superior fome hope 
of compliance, left fhe proceed to extre- 



mities/' 



** And what extremity can be more ter- 
rible," replied' Ellena, " than either of 
thofe, to which Ihe Aurould now urge me ? 
Why fhould I defcend to pradtice diffimu- 
lation?" 

** To fave yourfelf from imdeferved of- 
ferings,'* laid Olivia mournfully. 

** Yes, but I fhould then mcur defcrvcd 
ones," obferved EUenaj ** and forfeit foch 
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peace of miii<l as my oppreflbrs never could 
reftore to me.'* As (he faid this, fhe look- 
ed at the null vnih an expreilion of gentle 
reproach and difappolntment. 

" I applaud the juftnefs of your fenti- 
ment/' replied Olivia, regarding her with 
tendered cbmpaOion. *^ Alas ! that a mind 
fo noble ihould be fubjefted to the power 
of injuflice and depravity !" 

'' Not fubjefted," faid EUena, « do nof 
fey fubjefted. I have accuftomed myfelf to 
contemplate thofe fufferings j I have chofen 
the leaft of fuch as were given to my choice, 
and I will endbre them with fortitude j and 
can you then fay that I am fubjefted ?" 

^^ AlaSf my fifler ! you know not what you 
promife," replied Olivia } " you dp no| 
comprehend th^ fufferings which may be 
preparing &r you." 

As fhe fpokcj her eyes filled with tear^ 
and Ihe withdrew them from EUena, who, 
furprifed at the extreme concern on her 
countenancci entreated fhe would explain 
herfelf. 

M 3 " I am 



( 246' ; 

** I ahi not certain, m'yfelf, aS to this 
point,** faid Olivia ; " and if I were, I 
Ihould not dare to explain it/^ 

" Not dare !*' repeated Ellena, mourn- 
fully. " Can benevolence tike yours know- 
fear, when courage is neceffary to prevent 
evil?** . 

' ** Enquire no further !** faid Olivia ; but 
no blufii of confcious duplicity 'ftained her 
xheek. " It is fuffident that you underftand 
the confequence of open^ refiftance to be 
terrible, and that you confent to avoid it.*' 

^*^ Bui how avoid it, mv beloved fricnJ, 
without incurring a confequence which, in 
my apprehenfion, would be yet more dread- 
ful ? How avoid it, without either, fubjcft- 
ing myfelf to a hateful marriage, or accept- 
ing.the vows ? Either of thefe events would 
be more terrible to me, than any thing with 
•which I may be menaced.** 
. " Perhaps not,** faid the^un. " Ima- 

gination cannot draw the horrors of ■ 

but, my fitter, let me repeat, that I would 

fa\t 






C '247 <!) 

fave you ! O, how willingly fave you from 
the evils preparing! and that the only chance 
of doing fo 18, by prevailing with you to aban^ 
don at lead the appearance of refiftance»" 

" Your kindnefs deeply affefts me," faid 
Ellena ; *^ and I am fearful of appekrhig in- 
fenfible of it, when I rejeft your advice ; yet 
I cannot adopt it. The very diffimulation, 
which I fhould employ infelf-defenC'e, might 
be a meaiis of involving me in deftrudlion.** 
As EUena concluded, and her eyes glanced 
^pon the nun, unacccuntablc fufpiclon oc- 
curred to her, that Olivia. might be in*- 
fincercy and that, at this very nioment, 
when fhe, was advifmg diffimulation, flie 
was endeavouring to draw Ellena into, fome 
fnare, which the abbefs had laid. She fick- 
• ened at this dreadful fuppofition, and dif- 
miffed it without fuffering herfelf to exa- 
mine its probability. That Olivia, from 
whom fli^ had received fo many attentions, 
whofe countenance and manners aimounced 
fo fair a mind, and for whom (he had con- 
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mved fo mudb efteem and affe^on, fliould 
be cruel and treacherous, was a fufpicion 
that gave her more pain» than the a£lual 
imprifonment in which ihe fufFered ; and 
when fhe looked again upon her face^ £1* 
kna was confoled by a clear convidion, 
that (he was utterly incapable of perfidy. 

^^ If it were poilible that I could confent 
to pra^e deceit/^ refumed Ellena, after a 
long paufe^ ^^ what could it avail me? I am 
entirely in the power of the abbefs, who 
^ould foon put my (incerlty to the proof i 
when a difcovery of my duplicity would 
only provoke her vengeance, and I ihoul4 
be puniifaed even for having (ought ^ to 
avoid injuftice.'' • 

^^ If deceit is at any time excufable/^ re- 
plied Olivia, reludantly, ^^ it is when we 
prafUie it in felf-defence. There are fome 
rare fituations, when it may be reforted to 
without our incurring ignominy, and your$ 
is one of thofe. But I will acknowledge, 
that all the good I expe^ is from the delay 

which 
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vAmh temporlzii^ may procure you. Thb 
Super ior ) M^en ihe underftands there is a 
probability of obtaining your confent to bar 
li^fheSy may be wilting to aUow you the 
ufual time of preparaticm for the veil, and 
meanwhile fomething may occur to refcue 
you from your prefent fituation.*' 

'' Ah ! could I but believe fol'' faid 
EUeoa ; ^^ but, alas ! \^hat power can res- 
cue me i And I have not one ]%lat(Vie 
remaining even to attempt my deliveraiice. 
To whiat poffibility do you allude ?'* 

^* The Marchefa may relent. '*' 

** Does, then, your poffibility bf good reft 
with her, my dear IHend ? If To, I am in 
defpair again ; for fuch a chance of benefit, 
there would certainly be little policy in Sot* 
feiting one's integrity.'* 

" There arp alfo other poffibilities, my 
filler/' iaid Olivia j ^' but hark ! what bell 
is that ? It is the chime wbich aiTembles 
the nims in the apartment of the abbefs, 
^bcre Ihc difpenfes her evening benedic*^ 
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tiott. My abfence will be obferved. Good 
night, ftiy fiften Refleft on what I have 
advifed ; and remember, I conjure you, to 
•confider, that the confequence of your de* 
cifion muft be folemn,.2md may be fatal." 
t . The nun fyplf^^ this with a look and env 
phafis fo lextrdordi^ary, that EUena at once 
'"wifii^ and dreaded to know more ;. but be- 
.fore (he had recovered from her furprizc,, 
'..Olivia had left the room^ 
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CHAP. IX. 

" He, like the tenant 



Of fome night-haunted ruin, bore an afpedi 
Of horror, worn to habitude." 

Mysterious Mother. 

X HE adventurous Vivaldi, and his fervant 
Paulo, after pafling the night of EUena's de- 
parture from villa Altieri in one of the fub- 
terraneous chambers of the fort of Paluzzt, 
and yielding, at length, to exhaufted nature, 
awoke in terror and utter darknefs, for the 
flambeau had expired.. When a recollec- 
tion of the occurrences of the preceding 
evening returned, they renewed their efforts 
for liberty with ardour. The grated win- 
dow was again examined, and being found 
to overlook only a confined court of the 
fortrefs, no hope appeared of efcaping. -^ 
The words .of the monk - returnedr' with 
Vivaldi's firft recoUedioiS, to torture him 
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with apprehenfion, that Ellena was no 
more j and Paulo, unable either to confolc 
or to appeafe his niafter, fat down dejeft- 
edly befide him. Paulo had no longer a 
hope to fuggeft, or a joke to throw away ; 
and he could not forbear ferioufly remark- 
ing, that to die of hunger was one of the 
moft horrible means of death, or lamenting 
the rafhnefe which had made them liable to 
fo lad a probability. 

He was in the midft of a v&rf pathetic 
ojration, of which, however, his mafter did 
not hear a fingle word, to wholly was h& 
attention engaged by his own melancholy 
thoughts, when on a fudden he became 
filmt, and then, ftarting to his feet, e)|* 
claimed, ^ Signor, what is yonder ? X)o you 
ice nothing ?'* 

Vivaldi looked round* 

«* It is certainly a ray of %ht/^ con* 
tinued Paulo ; ^^ and I will looa know 
where it eo«ies ftQmJ* 

M 
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As he £ud thig he fprung^ ferward* miS 

his fmrprize almoil eijualled' hi$ jpy when he 

diieovered tbat the light iflued througli the 

door of the vauik, which ftoo4 a little open. 

H^ could fcarcely believe his fenfes,, fince 

the door had been fbrongly faftened on die 

precedkig nighty and he had not heard its. 

poaderoiis boks undrawn^ He threw it 

widely e^pen^ but recolIefUng himfelf, ftop-» 

ped to look into the adjoining vault before 

he vexttiired forth: when Vivaldi dairted 

paft him, and bidding him follow infant- 

ly^ afcended to the day» The courts of 

the fortrefe were fitent and vacant, and 

Viv^di reached the arch-way without hay-*^ 

ii^ oUmed a fingle perifon, breathlefs widk 

fy^ieA^ and iearcely daring to believe that 

he had regained his liberty. 

Beneath th#arqb he iftopped to recover 
hieaih^ and to confider whether he ihould 
take the road to Naples, or to die villa Alti- 
eri, {or it was yet early morning, and at a^ 
hou]^ «vhea it ap|»eared improbable that 
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^Eflena's family woiild be rifen. The ap- 

' prehenfiorf of her death - had vanilhed as 

Vivaldi's fpirits revived, which the paofe of 

' hefitation fufficiently announced : but even 

this was the jiaufe only, of an infhtht ; a 

* ftrong anxiety concerning her determined 

' him to proceed to the villa Altieri, notwitli- 

ftanding the unfuitablenefs of the hour, 

fmc^ he could, at leaft, recoimoitre her refi- 

\ deiice, and await till fome fign of the family 

having rifen fhould appear.^ 

" Pray, Signer,'* faid Paulo, while his 

mafter was deliberating, " do not let us 

' ftop here left the enemy fhould appear 

' again; and do, Signor, take the road which 

' IS neareft to fome houfe where we may get 

' breaHaft, for the fear of ftarving has tzkm 

fuch hold upon me, that it? has neariy aftft- 

cipated the reality of it already/* 

. Vivaldi immediately departed for the 

' villa. Paulo, as he danced joyfully- along, 

cxprcffed all the 'aftoniihrnent- that filled 

^his mind, as. to the caufe of th^ir- late m- 
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priibmrient and efcape ; but VivalBi, who 
had now leizure to confider the fubjeft, 
could not affift him in explaining it. The 
only certainty that appeared, was, that he 
)iad not been confined by robbers j and 
jyhat intereft any perfon could have in inx- 
{^rifoning him fpr the night, and fufFeiing 
him to efcape in the morning^ did rtot ap.. 
pear. 

On entering th^ garden. at AltieTi, he 
.was furprized to obfcrve that feveral of. the 
lower lattices were open at this early hoyx^ 
but furprize changed to terror, whw, on 
reaching the portico, he heard a moaning 
.of . diftrefs from the hall, and when, after 
loudly . calling, . he was anfwered by the 
piteous cries of Beatrice. The hall door 
was^ faftened, and, Beatrice being unabfe to 
ppen it, Vivaldi, foUowed by Paulo, fprang 
through one'^of the unciofed lattices ; when 
on reaching the hall,, he found the houfo- 
ke€|>er bound tp a pillar^ and learned that 
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Eltena %*1 been earned off during the nq(ht 
hy armed menl 

For a moment he was almofi: ftu]^ed 
by the fhock of thk mtett^e&ce, wd then 
a&ed Beatijce a thoufand qiieftions e<m«> 
cerning the affair, v?ithotit aUowing her 
time to anfwer one ci them* When, how** 
ever, he had patience to liften, he teamed 
that the ruffians were four in number^ 
that they were marked ; that two efj them 
had carried EUena through the garden^i, 
while the others, afier binding Beatrice ta 
a pillar, threatening her with death if &g ^ 
made any noi£e, and watching over her litt 
their comrades had fiscurad their prize^ 
left her a prifoner^ This was aU the iaform*' 
ation ihe could give reipe£&ig EUena* 

Vivaldi, when her^ouEd think coolly, be* 
Meved he li^d difcoyered the inftigaton 
and the defign of the whole afl^, and the 
cauie, alfo, of his late confinement. It 
appeared that EUena had been carried oflT 
by order of his family, to prevent the in-^ 
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tended marriage, and that he had beten it* 
coyed iilto the fort of Palitezi, and kept a 
prifoner there, to prevent him from inter- 
cepting the fcheme, which hisprefence at 
the villa Altieri would effeftually have done. 
Ho had himfelf fpoken of his former ad- 
venture at Paluzzi ; and it now s^peared, 
that his family had taken advantage of the 
curioiity he had exprefTed, to lead him into 
ths vaults. The event of this defign was the 
more certain, fmce, as the fort lay in die 
dire£t road to the villa Altieri, Vivaldi could 
not go thither without being obferved by the 
creaturet of the Marche&y who, by an art- 
ful manoeuvre, might make him their pri- 
loner, without employing violencet 

A$ he confidered thefe drcumilances, it 
appeared certain, alfo, that father Schedoni 
was in truth the monk who had fo long 
haunted his fteps \ that he was the fecret 
advifer of his mother, and one of the a^«* 
thors of the predided misfortunes^ wiiich, 
it feemed, he pofleffed a too certain meaos 
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of fulfilling. Yet Vivaldi, wkile he admiN 

ted the probability of all this, reflefted with 

new aftonifhmcnt on tlie conduct of Sche- 

doni, during his interview with him in the 

Marchefa's . cabinet ; — the air of dignified 

innocence, with whicK he had reprefied ac- 

cufation, the apparent fimplicity^ with which 

' he had pointed out circumftances relpefting 

the ftranger, that feemed to make againft 

hhnfelf ; and Vivaldi's opinion of the con- 

•feffor's duplicity began to Waver. "Yet 

'what other perfon,'' faid he, *^ could be f^ 

• intimately acquainted with my concerns, or 
■have an intereft fufficiently ftrong for thus 

indcfatigaWy thwarting tne^ except this 
confeffor, who 1% no doubt, well rewarded 
for his perfeverance ? The ^ monk can be 
*no other than Schedoni, yet it is ftrange 
^ that he fhouM have forborn to difguife his 
- perfon, and Ihould appear in* his myfterious 
^ office: in the very habit he ufiially wears !" 

* Whatever ftiight be the truth as* to Sche- 
' doni, it was tvidciit that EUena had been 
'^ carried 
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carried away by order of Vivaldi's family^ 
and he immediately returned towards Naples 
with an intention of demanding her at th^ir 
hands, not with any h6pe of their conf- 
pliance, but believing that they might' ac- 
cidentally' afford ''him fome lights bii the 
fubjeft. ' If, however, he (hould fail to ob- 
tain any hint that might affift him in tracd-_ 
ing the route (he had been carried, he de- 
termined to vifit Schedonii accufe him oSf 
perfidy, urge him to a full explanation df 
his condact, and, if poffible, obtain from 
him a knowledge of Ellena*s place of con- 
finement. 

When, at length, he obtained an inter- 
view with theMarchefe, and, throwing him- 
felf at his feet, fupplicated that EUena might 
^be reftored to her home, the unaffefted 
mrprize of his father overwhelmed him 
with aftonifhment and defpair,^ The look 
and manner of the Marchefe could not be 
doubted; Vivaldi was convinced that he 
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was ablbtutely ignorant of any ftep which 
had been taken againft Ellena. 

** However ungracioufly you. have con- 
ducted yourfelf/* faid the Marchefe, " my 
honour has never yet been iullied by dupli- 
city ; however I may have wifhed to break 
the unworthy conneftion you have formed^ 
I fliould difdain to employ artifke as the 
means. If you really defign to marry this 
perfon, I ftiall make no other effort to pre- 
vent fuch a meafure, than by telling you 
the confequence you are to expeft j— from 
thenceforth I will difown you for my fon.** 

The Marchefe quitted the apartment 
when he bad (aid thisg and Vivaldi, madie 
no ;itttcmpt to detain him. His words Or 
preffed little more than they had formerly 
done, yet Vivaldi was fhocked by tRe ab- 
folute menace now delivered. The ftrong- 
er pailion of his heart, however, foon over- 
came their effeft }> and this moment, when 
be began to fear that he had irrecoverably 
loft the object of his 'dcareft affeftions, was 

not 
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not the time, in which he could long fed 
remoter evils, or calculate the force of mif- 
fortunes which never might arrive. The 
nearer intereft prefled folely upon his mind, 
Jind he was confcious only to the lofs of 
EUena. 

The interview* which followed with his 
mother, was of a different character . from 
that, which had occurred with the Marchefe. 
THe keen dart of fufpicion, however, fliarp- 
cned as it was by love and by defpair, 
pierced beyond the veil of her duplicity ; 
and Vivaldi as quickly detefted her hypo- 
crify as he had yielded his conviftion to the 
fincerity of the Marchefe. But his power 
refled here ; he poffefled no means of awaken- 
mg her pity or aftuating her juftice, and 
could not obtain even a hint, that xnight 
^de him in his fearch of STlena. 

Schedoni, however, yet remained to be 

tried ; Vivaldi had no longer a doubt as to 

-his having caballed with the Marchcfa, and 

that he had been an agent in removing ^1- 

13 lena. 



i 262 ) ' 

kna. Whether he was tlie perfon who 
haunted the ruins of Paluzzi, ftill remained 
to be proved, for, though fever al circum- 
ftances feemed to declare that Jie was, 
others-, not lefs plaufible, aflerted the con- 
trary. 

On leaving the- Marchefa's apartment, 
yi^'akU repaired to the convent of the Spi- 
rito Santo, and enquired for father Sche- 
doni. The lay-brother who opened the 
gate, informed him that the father was in 
his. cell, and Vivaldi ftepped impatiently into 
the court requerdng to be fhewn thither. 

*^ I dare not leave the gate, Signor," 
faid the brother, *' but if you crofs the 
court, and afcerid that ftair-cafe which you 
fee yonder beyond the dopr-way on your 
right, it will lead you to a gallery, and the 
third door you will come to is father Sche- 
doni's.'* 

Vivaldi pafTed on. without feeing another 
human being, and not a found difturbed 
the filence of this fanduary, till, as he 

afcend«d 
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tifcended. the flairs, a feeble note oE lament- - 
ation, proceeded from the gallery, and he 
concluded it was uttered by fome penitent 
at confeffion; - : 

He flopped, as he had been dircfted, at- 
the third door,, when, as ,he gently knock- 
ed, the found ceafed, arid the fame pro-, 
found filence returned. Vivaldi repeated 
his fummons, but, receiving no anfwer, he 
ventured to ope;n the door. In the duflcy 
cell within no perfon appeared, but Jie flill 
looked round, expefting to difcover fome 
one in the dubious gloom. The chamber 
contained little more than a mattrefs., a-rbair, 
a table, and a crucifix ; fome books of ^cvo- 
tion were upon the table, one or two of. 
which were written in unknown chi.rac- 
ters; feveral inftruments of torture lay be- 
fide them. Vivaldi fliuddered as he haftily 
examined thefe, though he did not compr-e-. 
hend the mani^er of their application, and, 
he left the chamber, without noticing any 
other objeft, and returned to the court. 

The' 
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The porter faid, that fince father Schcdoni 
was not in his cell, he was probably either 
in the church or in the gardens, for that he 
had not paffed the gates during the morn- 

** Did he pafs yefter-evening ?" faid Vi- 
valdi, eagerly, 

** Yes, he returned to vefpcrs,'* replied 
the brother with furprize, 

^* Are you certain as to that, my friend?" 
rejoined Vivaldi, " are you certain that he 
flept in the convent laft night ?" 

^* Who is it that afks the queftion ?" faid 
the lay-brother, with difpleafure, " and 
what right has he to make it ? You are 
ignorant of the rules of our houfe. Signer, 
or you would perceive fuch queftions to be 
unneceffary ; any member of our com- 
munity is Cable to be feverely punifhed if 
he fleep a night without thefe walls, and 
lather Schedoni would be the laft among 
us fo to trefpafs. He is one of the moft 
pious of the brotherhood ; few indeed have 

courage 
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courage to imitate his fevere example. Hi^ 
voluntary fufferings are fufHcient for a faint. 
He pafg the night abroad? Go, Signor, yon- 
der is the church, you will find him there, 
perhaps/' 

Vivaldi did not linger to reply. " The 
hypocrite!" faid he to himfeif as he crolt 
ed to the church, which formed one fide 
of the quadrangle ; " but I will unmafk 
him.'^ 

The church, which he entered, was va- 
cant and filent like the court. " Whither 
can the inhabitants of this place have with- 
drawn themfeives ?** faid he ; ** wherever 
I go, r hear only the echoes of my own 
footfleps } it fi^ms as if dearth reigned here 
over all ! But, perhaps, it is one of the 
hours of general meditation, and the monks 
have only retired to their cells." 

As be paced the long aifles, he fuddenly 
flopped to catch the ftartling found that? 
murmured through the lofty roof; but it 
fisemed to be only the clolSng of a diftant 

VOL. I. K door. 
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door. Yet he often looked forward into 
the facred glooin, which the painted win- 
dows threw over the remote perfpeftive, 
in the expectation of perceiving a monk. 
He was not long difappointedj a perlbn 
appeared^ flanding filently in an obfcure 
. part of the cloifter, cloathed in the habit 
of this fociety, and he advanced towards 
him. 

The monk did not avoid Vivaldi, or even 
turn to obferve who was approaching, but 
remained in the fame attitude, fixed like a 
ftatue. This tall and gaunt figure had, at 
a diflance, reminded him of Schedoni, and 
Vivaldi, as he now looked under the cowl, 
difcovered the ^haftly countenance of the 
confeflbn 

** Have I found you at lafl ?" &id Vivaldi. 
^^ I would fpeak with you, father, in pri- 
vate. This is not a proper place for fuch 
diiGcourfe as we muft hold.'' 

Schedoni made no reply, and Vivaldi, 
once again looking at him, obferved that 

his 
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his features were fixed, and his eyes bent 
towards the ground. The words of Vi- 
valdi feemed not to have reached his iinder-i^ 
(landing, Hor even to have made any im« 
predion on his fenfes. 

He repeated them in a louder tone, but 
ftill not a fmgle line of Schedoni's counte- 
nance acknowledged their influence. *' What 
means this mummery ?" faid he, his pa- 
tience exhaufted, and his indignation arouf-* 
cd ; " This wretched fubterfuge fliall not 
proteft you, you are detected, your flra- 
tagems are known ! Reftore Ellena di Ro- 
falba to her home, or confefs where yotk 
have concealed her.*' 

Schedoni was ftill filent tmd unmoved. 
A refpe£t for his age and profeflion with- 
held Vivaldi from feizing and compelling 
him to anfwer ; but the agony of impa- 
tience and indignation which he fuflfered, 
formed a ftriking contraft to the death-Iike 
apathy of the monk. " I now alfo know 
you," continued Vivaldi, "for my tormentor 

N i at 
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at Paduzzi, the prophet of ©rife, which 
you too well pradifed the means of fulfil- 
ling, the prediftor of the death of Signora 
BianchL" Schedoni frowned. ** The fore- 

« 

warner of EUena's departure; the phan- 
tom who decoyed me into the dungeons of 
Paluzzi ; the prophet and the arti^er of 
all my misfiort^mes." 

The monk railSd bis eyes from the 
ground, and fixed them with terrible ex- 
preflion upon Vivaldi, but was ftill filent. 

" Yes, father," added Vivaldi, " I know 
and will proclahn you to the Avorld. I will 
fbip you of the holy hypocrify in which 
you fhroud yourfelf; announce to all your 
fodety the defpicable artifices you have em- 
ployed, and the mifery you have occafion- 
ed. Your chara^er fhall be announced 

aloud." 

While Vivaldi fpoke, the monk had 
withdrawn his eyes, and fixed them again 
on the ground. His countenance had re- 
fumed it3 ufual expreflion. 

« Wretch ! 
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*^ Wretch ! reftore to meEUenadi 
felba!" cried Vivaldi, with the fudden 
anguifli of renewed defpair. " Teli me at 
leaft, where Ihe may be found, or you fhall 
be compelled to do fo. Whither, whither 
have you conveyed her ?*' 

Aa he pronounced this in loud and paf«- 
donate accents, feveral ecclefiailics entered 
the cloifteis, and were paffing Qn\,to the 
body of the church,, when his voice arreft- 
ed their attention. They paufed, and per-^ 
ceiving the lingular attitude of Sch^doni, 
and the feahtic gefticuhtions of Vivaldi, 
hafEily advanced towards them. ^' For-- 
bear !^' £ud one of the ftva^ers, as he feiz-> 
ed the cloak of Vivaldi, •* do you not ob-* 
ferve !^ 

" I obfierve a hypocrite," replied Vivaldi, 
ftepping back* and difengaging himfelf, " I 
obferve a deftroyer of th^ peace, it was his 
duty to proteft, V * * ■ 

" Forbear this defpers^te conduft/' (aid 
the prieft, ^ left it provoke the juft vehge^ 

N 3 ance 
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ance of Heaven ! Do you not obferve. the 
holy office in which he is engaged?" pointing 
to the monk, " Leafe the church while you 
are permitted to do fo in fafety ; you fuf- 
peft not jthe punilhment you may provoke,'* 

" I will not quit the fpot till you anfwer 
my enquiries/' faid. Vivaldi to Schedoni, 
without deigning even to look upon the prieft ; 
** Where, I repeat, is Ellena di Rofalba?" 

The cdnfeffor was ftill filent and unmov- 
ed. *' This is beyond all patience, and all 
belief,*' continued Vivaldi. " Speak i An- 
fwer me, or dread what I may unfold. . Yet 
filent ! Do you know the convent del-Piari' 
to? Do you know the confef&onal of the 
Black Penitents ?" 

Vivaldi thought he perceived the coun- 
tenance of the monk fuffer fome change. 
** Do you remember that terrible night,'* 
he added, *' when, on the fteps of that con^ 
feffional, a tale was told V* . ■ 

Schedoni raifed his eyes, and fixkg them 
once more on Vivaldi, with a look that 

feemed 
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feemed intended to ftrike him to the duft^ 
*^ Avaunt!^* cried he in a tremendous 
voice ; ** avaunt! facrilegiousboy! Tremble 
for the confequence of thy defperate im-* 
piety!** - 

As he concluded, he ftarted from his 
pofition^ and gliding with the filent fwift- 
nefs of a fhadow along the cloifter, vanifhed 
in zfk inftant. Vivaldi, when attempting to 
purine him, was fdzed by the furroimding 
monks. Infenfible to his fuflferings, and 
exafperated by his affertions, they threaten- 
ed, that if he did not immediately leave the 
convent, he ihould be confined, and under- 
jgo the fevere punifhment to which he had 
become liable, for having difturbed and even 
infulted one of their holy .order while per- 
forming an aft of penance. 

** He has need of fuch afts/' faid Vivaldi; 
*^ but when can they reftore the happiiiiefs 
his treachery has dellroyed ? Your order is 
(Ufgraced by fuch a member, reverend fa« 

thers J your^'i 
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" Peace !" cried a monk, '^ he is the 
pride of our houfe ; he is fevere in his de- 
viation, and in felfcpuniflmient terrft)le be- 
yond the reach of But I am throwing 

away my commendations, I am talking to 
one who is not perm&ted to vahie or to lUx- 
derftand the £scred myfteries of our exer- 
dfcs.** 

^^ Away with him to the Padre Akbate /" 
aied an enraged prieft ^ ^^ away with Mm 
to the dungeen !'* 

" Away \ zvmy 1*^ repeated his- coinpa« 
nions, and they eiKteanroured ta force Vsv4- 
di through the ckiifters. But with the fixd* 
den fireftgth which pride and indignadon 
Ief!t hint, he buril from their united hold^ 
and^ quitting the church by another dooi^ 
efcaped into the ftreet. 

Viva)di returned home in a ftate af mind 
that wowld have engaged the pity of any 
heart, which prejudice or felf-intereft had 
not hardened. He avoided his father, but 
fought the Marchefa, who, triumphant in 

the 



( ^73 ) . 

the fuccefs of her plaoi, w^ ftill iiaienfible 
to the fufferings of her fou. 
' When the Marchefa had beea mformci 
of his approaching, inarri^e^ flie had, as 
ufiial, confulted with her confeflbr on the 
meaRs of preventing it, wbo^ ha4 advife4 
the (Scheme fhe adopted, a fcheme which 
was the more cafily carried iato effed, fince 
the Marched had early in life be^ ac- 
qiiaint'ed with the abbe& of San Stefano, 
and knew, therefore, enough of her cha- 
rafter and difpofition to confide, without 
hefitation, the managemeitt of this import- 
ant afiair to her difcretion. Thle anJRver of 
the kbbefs to her propofal, was not merety 
acquiefcenl:, but zealous, and k appeared! 
that fhe too &ithfully jufliHed^the confidences 
repoied ui her. After this, plan had been 
fo fuccefsfully profecuted, it was not to be 
hoped that the Marched would be pre* 
vailed upon to relihquiih it by the tears, 
the anguiih, or all the varied fu^Terings of her 
fon* Vivaldi now reproved the eafinefe o£ 

N 5 hi^ 
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his own confidence in having hoped it, and 
quitted her cabinet with a defpondency that 
almoft reached defpair. 

The feithfal Paulo obeyed the hafty fura. 
mons of his mafter, but he had not fucceed- 
ed in obtaining intelligence of Ellena ; and 
Vivaldi, having difmifled him again on the 
fame enquiry, retired to his apartment, 
where the excefs of grief, and a feeble hope 
of deviling fome fuccefsful mode of re- 
medy, alternately agitated and detained 
him. 

In the evening, refUefs and anxious for 
change, though fcarcely knowing whither 
to bend his courfe, he left the palace, and 
ftroUed down to the fea-beach. A few 
fifliermen and lazzaroni only were loitering 
along the ftrand, waiting for boats from St. 
Lucia. Vivaldi, with folded arms, and his 
hat drawn over his face to fhade his forrow 
from obfervation, paced the edge of the* 
waves, liftening to their murmur, as they 
broke gently at his feet, and ga2dng upon 

4 " their 
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their undulating beauty, while all ~confciou& 
nefs was loft in melancholy, reverie con- 
cerning Ellena. Her late refidence appear- 
ed at a diftance, rifmg over the fhore. He re- 
membered how often from thence they had 
together viewed this lovely fcene 1 Its fea-i 
tures had now loft their charm ; they were 
colourlefs and uninterefting, or impreiTed 
only mournful ideas. The fea fluftuating 
beneath the fetting ftm, the long mole and 
its light-houfe tipped with the laft rays, 
fifliermen repofing in the fhade, little boats 
ikimming over the fmooth waters, which 
their oars fcarcely dimpled ; thefe were 
images that brought to his recolleftion the 
affecting evening when he had laft feen this 
pifture from the villa Altieri, when, feated 
in the orangery with Ellena and Bianchi, on 
the night preceding the death of the latter, 
EUena herfelf had fo folemnly been given 
to his care, and had fo affeftingly confent- 
cd to the dying requeft of her relative. The 
recoUedion of that fcene came to Vivaldi 

4 
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with all the force of ccmtraft, and reneRred 
' all the anguifli of defpair ; he paced the 
beach with quicker fteps, and long groans 
burifl from his heart. He. accufed hirafelf 
of indifference and ina6livity, for having 
been thus long unable to difcover a fmgle 
circumftance which might direfthisfearch; 
and though he knew not whither tp go, he 
determined to leave Naples immediately, 
and return no more to his father's manfion 
till he (hould have refcued EUena. 

Of fome filhermen who were converfing 
together upon the beach, he enquired 
whether they could accommodate him with 
a boat, in which he meant to coaft the bay; 
for it appeared probable that EUena had 
been conveyed from Altieri by water, to 
fome town or convent on the fliore, the 
privacy and feciKty of fuch a mode of con* 
reyance being fuitaWe to the defigns of her 
enemies. 

" I have but one boat, Signor,'* faid a 
filherman, " and that is bufy enough in go- 
ing 
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ing to and fro between here and Santa 
Lucia, but my comrade, here, perhaps can 
ferve you. What, Carlo, can you help 
the Signor to your tittle fldfF? the other, 
I know, has enough to do in the trade/^ 

His comrade, however, was too much 
engaged with a party of three or four men, 

« 

who were Uftening in deep attention 
round him, to reply ; Vivaldi advancing to 
iwge the queftion, was ftruck by the eager- 
nefs with which he delivered hi^ narrative, 
a^ well as the uncouthnefs of his ge^cula- 
tion ; and he paufed a moment in attenticm. 
One of the autiitoi** fee^riecf \o doubt erf 
fomietiiing that had been aflfert^d. '^ I teB 
you,'* replied the narrator, ** I ufed to 
carry fife there^ two - and three times a 
week, and very good fort of people they 
were; they have hid out many a ducat 
with me in their time. But as I was fay- 
ing,, when I got there, and knocked upon 
the door, I heard, all of a fudden, a huge 
groaning, and prefently I heard the voice 

of 
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of the old houfek^eper herfelf, roarings ouf 
for help ; but I could give her none, for 
the door was faftened ; and, while I ran 
away for affiftance to old Bartoli, you know 
old Bartoli, he lives by the road fide as yoii 
go to Naples ; well, while I ran to him, 
comes a Signor, and jumps through the 
window and fets her at liberty at once. So 
then, I heard the whole ftory." 

*« What ftory ?" faid Vivaldi, " and of 
whom do you fpeak V\ 

** All in good time, Maeftro^ you ihall 
hear,** faid the fifherman, who looking at 
him for a moment, added, " Why, Signor, 
it ihould be you I faw there, you fhould be. 
the very Signor that let Beatrice loofe." 

Vivaldi, who had fcarcely doubted be- 
fore, that it was Altieri of which the man 
had fpoken, now aiked a thoufand queftions 
refpeding the route the ruffians liad taken 
EUena, but obtained no relief to his anx- 
iety. 

« I ihould 
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*^ I fhould not wonder/' faid a Lazzaro 
tvho had l>een liftening to the relation j " I 
ihould not wonder if the carriage that paff- 
ed Bracelli early cm the fame morning, with 
the blinds drawn up, though it was fo hot 
that people could fcarcely breathe in th^ 
open air, ihould prove to be it which carried 
oflF the lady r 

This hint was fufEcient to reanimate Vi- 
valdi, who collected ali the information the 
Lazzaro could give, which was, however, 
little niore than that a carriage, fuch as he 
defcribed, had been feen by him, driving 
furioufly through Bracelli, early on the 
morning mentioned as that of Signora di 
iR^ofalba's departure. Vivaldi had now no 
doubt as to its being the one which con- 
veyed her away, and he determined to fet 
out immediately for that place, where he 
hoped to obtain from the poft-mafter fur- 
ther intelligence concerning the road ihe 
had purfued. 

With 
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Wkh this intention he returned once 
more to his father^s manfion, not to ac- 
quaint him with his purpofe, or to bid him 
£sirewel, but to await the return of his 
fervsfflt Paulo, who he meant fliould ac- 
company him in the fearch. Vivaldi's 
fpirits were now animated with hope, flen- 
der as were the circumftances that fupport- 
ed it ; and, believing his defign to be wholly 
Unfufpefted by thofe who would be dif- 
pofed to interrupt it, he did not guard dther 
againft the meafure^, which might impede 
his departure from Naples, or thofe which 
might overtake him on his journey. 
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CHAP. X. 

« What, would'ft thou have a fcrpcnt fting thcc 
twice ?'' Shakespear. 



X Hx Marclifi&i alarmed at fome 
dropped by Vkakk in the laite iatervicvr 
between thenv and by faiae cirounibEDcesr 
of hi& latter conduA^ funnnoned her coq-m 
ftant adfvifer, Schedoni*. StiU fuffiermg Tvitk 
tfae xnfttlt he bad received m the church of 
the Spirito SantOj he c^beyed with fuUen rci- 
ludance, yet not without a maliciOTia hope 
of dilcavering fome opportanity &r retakia^ 
tion* That infult, whkh had pointed forth 
his hypocrify, and ridiculed the folemn ab- 
ftraftioh he afTumed, had funk deep in his 
heart, and, fermendng nhe direft paffions of 
his nature, he meditated a terrible revenge. 
It had iubje£ted him to mortifications of 

various 



( 282 ) 

various kinds. Ambition, it has already 
appeared, was one of his ftrongeft motives 
of action, and he had long fince afiumed 
a charafter of fevere fenftity, chiefly for the 
purpofes of lifting him to promotion. He 
was not beloved in the fociety of which he 
was a member ; and many of the brother- 
hood, who had laboured to difappoint his 
views, and to' deteft his errors, who hated 
him for his pride^ and envied him for his 
reputed fan^ity, now gloried in the morti- 
fication he.had received, and endeavoured 
to turn the circumftance to their own ad- 
vantage. They had not fcrupled already 
to difplay by infmuaticm and pointed fiieers, 
their triumph^ and to menace his reputa- 
tion ; and Schedoni, though he deferved 
contempt, was not of a temper to endure 
It. 

But above all, fome hints refpefting bis 
pall life, which had fstllen from Vivaldi, and 
which occafioned him fo. abruptly to leave 
the church, alarmed him. So much terror, 

indeed, 
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indeed^ had they excited, that it is not im- 
probable that he would have fealed hisf 
fecret in death, devoting Vivaldi to the grave, 
had he not been retrained by th^ dreaded 
vengeance, of the^ Vivaldi family« Since 
that hour he had known no peace, and had 
never flept^ he had taken fcarcely any 
food, and was almoft continually on hiaf 
knees upon the fteps of the high altar. The 
devotees who beheld him^ paufed andad« 
nured ; fuch of the brothers as difliked 
him, Iheiered and pafTed on. Schedoni ap- 
peared alike infenfible to each j loft to this 
world, and preparing for a higher. 

The torments of his mind and the fevere 
penance he had obferved, had produced a 
furprifing change in his appearance, fo that 
he refembled a fpedre rather than a human 
being. . His vifage was wan and wafted^ 
his eyes were funk and become nearly mo- 
tionlefs, and his whole air and attitudes ex« 
Uibited the wild energy of fomething— -not 
^ this earth. 

When 
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When lie wa$ fummoncd by the Mar- 
chefa:, his confcieiKe whi^ered this to be 
the eonfequence of drcunijftahces^ which 
Viyaldi had revealed y and, at fitft, he had 
determined not to attend her ^i but,, confi- 
dering that if it was fo, his refiifal would 
ecHifirm ftifpicion, be relblved tp trufl once 
^lore to the fubttlly of his addre& for de- 
Uveranee. 

. With^thefe apprdienfions, tempered by 
ll^s: hope, he entered the Mardie&'s clofetr 
Sbe aknoft ftarted on ohferving him, and 
could not ioiimediately withdraw her eyes 
from his abrered iifage, while Sch^dont was 
Bnahte whoUy ta conceal the perturbation 
which, fuch Darnell obfervadon occafioned. 
^ Peace reft with you^ (bilghter T*^ faid he, 
md he feated himfelf, without liftmg his 
^es from the floor. - 
. *^ I wifhed to fpeak with you, father, 
upon afiairs of moment," faid the Marchefl 
gravely, " which are probably not unkaown 
to you." She paufed, and Schedoni bowed 

his 
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his head, awaiting in anxious expe£tation 
what was to follow. 

*< You are filent, father," refumed the 
Marchefa. " What am I to underftand by 
this?' 

** That you have been mifinformed/' 
replied Schedpni, whofe apt confcience be*» 
trayed his difcretion. 

" Pardon me/' faid the Marchefa, " I am 
too well informed, and Ihould not have re- 
'quefted your vifit if any doubt had remain- 
ed upon my mind.*' 

" Signora ! be cautious of what you 
credit,^' faid the confeflbr imprudently ; 
" you know not the confequence of a hafty 
credulity." 

** Would that mine were a rafli credu- 
Kty !" replied the Marchtfa; " but — we are 
betrayed." 

** We?'' repeated the monk, beginning to . 
revive : *' What has happened ?'' 

Tne Marchefa informed him of Vivaldi's 
abfence^ and inferred from its length, for 

7 it 
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it was now feveral days (inc^ his^dq>artttre) 
that he had certainly difcovered the place of 
EUena's confinement^ as \ireU as the authors, 
of it.. 

Schedoni differed from her, but hinted, 
that the obedience, of yputh was hopelefs, 
tmlefs feverer meafures were adopted. 

" Severer!" exclaimed the Marchefa; 
** good father, is it not fevere enough to 
confine her for Iif(? ?'* 

*' I mean feverer with refpeft to your 
fon, lady,** replied Schedoni. " When a 
young man has fo far overcome all reve- 
rence for an holy ordinance as publicly to 
infult its profeffors, and yet more, when 
that profeffor is in the very performance of 
his duties, it is time he fhould be control- 
led with a flrong hand. I am not in the 
praftice of advifing fuch meafures, but the 
conduflt of Signor Vivaldi is fuch as calls 
aloud for them. Public decency demands 
it. For myfelf, indeed, I fhould have en- 
dured patiently the indignity which has 
f been 
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been offered me, receiving it as a falutary 
mortification, as one of thofe inflidions that 
purify the foul from the pride which even 
the holieft men may unconfcioufly cheriih. 
But I am no longer permitted to confider 
myfelf ; the public good requires that an 
example fhould be made of the horrible 
impiety of which your fon, it grieves 
me, daughter, to difclofe it ! — ^your fdn, 
unworthy of Ibch a mother! has been 
guilty." 

It is evident that in the ftyle, at leaft j of 
this accufation, Schedoni fufFered the force 
of his refentment to prevail over the ufual 
fubtilty of his addrefs, the deep and fmooth 
infinuation of his policy. 

^ To what do you allude, righteous fo- 
ther ?** enquired the aflx)nifhed Marchefa ; 
" what indignity, what impiety has my fon 
to anfwer for? I entreat you will fpeak 
explicitly, that I may prove I can lofe the 
mother in the ftrift feverity of the judge.'* 

^ That 
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^^ That i^ fpcdcen wkh the grandeur of 
jfentimeoty which laas always diftinguiiLed 
.you^ is^^ daught^ ! Strong minds perceive 
.that ju/lke is the hig^ft of the mpral at- 
tributes, mercy^ only the favourite of 
weak ones/' 

Schedooi had a view la this commenda- 
.tion beyond that of confirming the Marche* 
fa*8 prelent refolution againfl Vivaldi. He 
.wiflbed to prepare her for meafures, whicli 
might hereafter be neceffary to accomplilh 
the revenge he meditated, and he knew 
that by flattering her vanity, he was nioft 
likely to fucceed. He praifed her, there&re^ 
for qualities he wifhed her to poiTefs, en* 
couraged her to jqeft general opinions 
by admiring as the fymqptoms of a fuperior 
undedlanding, the convenient morality 
upon wlftich ihe had occafionally a£):ed; 
and^ calKng ftemnefe juftice, cKtolled that 
for ftrength of mind, which was only callous 
infenC&ilky. 

' . He 



\ 
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He thgn described to her Vivaldi's late 
ccoidi^fi; in th€ cfaiirch of the Spirito Santo j 
exalggerated fome oflFenfiire circumftances of 
it, inyeat^ ptbe;r$i itnd formed of tibe whole 
an inftance of mos^rous impiety and un« 
provoked infult. 

The Marchefa liftenqd to the relation: 
^ith no lefs jadignation than furprize, and 
})er readinefs to udopt the confeiTor's advice 
allowed him to depart with renovated fpiriu 
^d moft triumphant faopes^ 

Mean^vhile, the MajcheCe remained ig«- 
aotant of the fubjeft of the coitferoice 
with SfbedonL Jiis opinions hadformerly^ 
been founded, apd having heen-foimd,dc-« 
^dedly againfi: the dark * polky ' it was 
tjiaugt^t expe^iei^t to prajEUfe, he Ssr^.wxet * 
afterwards cdnfulted rclpedirig Vivaldi. 
Parental anxiety and affe^on began to^ re- 
vive 38 the lengthened abfence of his' Ton 
wa^ obferved. Though jealous of his rank, 
^e loyed Vivaldi ; and, though he had never 
pofitively believed that he defigned to enter 
. VOL. I. o into 
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into a facred engagement with a perfon, 
whom the Marchefe confidered tcy be fo 
much his inferior as Ellena, he had fu&r- 
cd doubts, which gave him confidetable 
unealinefs. The -prefent extraordjnary ab- 
fence of Vivaldi renewed his alarm. He 
apprehended that if Ihe was difcovered at 
this moment, when the fear of lofing her 
for ever,' and the exafperation, which fuch 
complicated oppofition occafioned, ha4 
awakened all thepaifions of his fon, this rafli 
ypung man might be prevaikd upon to 
fecure her for his otra by the indiiToluMe 
vow. , On the other hand, he dreaded the 
effe£b of Vivaldi's defpair, (hould^ he fail 
in the purfuit ^ and thus, fearing at one 
moment that for which he wiihed in the 
next, '. the . Marchefe fuffered a tumult of 
mind inferior only to his fon's* 
■ vThe inftrudlons, which he delivered to 
the iervants whom he fent in purfuit of Vi- 
valdi, were given under fuch dillra6tion of 

thought; ithat fcarcely any perlbn perfeffly 

underftood 
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underftood his commiifion ; and^ as the 
Marcfaefa had been careful to conceal from ' 
iiim her knowledge of £llena*s abode, h»j 
gare no diredion concerning the route to 
San Stefano. 

While the Marchefe at Naples was thus 
employed, and while Schedoni was form- 
ing further plans againft EHena, Vivaldi 
was wandering from village to village, and . 
from town to town, in purfuii of her, whom 
all his efforts had hitherto been unfucc^- 
fiil to recover. From the people at the 
poft-houfe at Braceili, he had obtained 
little information that could dire£b him ; ' 
they only knew that a carriage, fuch as had 
been already defcribed to Vivaldi, with the 
blinds drawn ij^, chained horfes there on 
the morning, which hf remembered to be 
that of EUena's departure, and had pro- 
ceeded on the road to Morglgni. 

When Vivaldi arrived thither, all trace 
of Ellena was loft ; the mailer of the poll 
could not recoiled a fingle circumftance ^ 

o 2 connefted 



rconaed^ed with the travellersy qind> even jf 

. he had noticed them, k would bayie bis^ 

infufficient for Vivaldi's purpofe, iiBlef$ h^ 

had alfo ^obferved the road they, followed^ 

for at this place feveral roads hranched off 

vinto oppoiite quajpter&jof the asuatry i Vi- 

-v^aldi, therefore, iaras ^reduced to cfaule ose 

of thefe, as chance or fancy direded.; ^uodi, 

as it appeared probable thsu: the Marcfaefa 

had conveyed EUena to a convent, iie de* 

termined to madte enquiries .at ey^ pfte 

on his way. 

He had now puffed over iom^ of the 
ivildeft trafU of the Apennme, .among 
fcenes> which feemed abandoned byrdviliT- 
'■ ed fociety to die banditti 31^^ Jiaunted, .their 
receffes. Yet even here amidft wilds that 
were nearly inacceflible, convenits, with 
each its fmall dependent hamlet, were fcat- 
tered, and, (hrouded from the. world by 
woods and mountains, enjoyed pniufped. 
edly many of its Inxuries, and difplaye^, 
unnpticed, fcwne of its elegawe* Viyj44ij 

who 
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wKo Had yifited fevefal of thefe in fearch 
of EUena, had been feirpriztd at the refined? 
couttefy and hofpitalityr with' which he was 
i^ceived. 

' It was on the ievenfH'day of M^ journey, 
affid near fuh^fet, that he was bemldered in. 
die woods of Rugierh H6 had rd^ei^^ed a 
direftion for the road he was to' take at ^ 
vilhge fame leagued diftaiit, tod had obey- 
ed it coiifidehdy till nc^^, , when the path 
was I6ft ill fev^ral trails that branched out 
among the trees* The day was cbikig^ 
and Vivaldi's fpirhs began to feil^ but; 
Baulo, Bght of 'heart and ever gay, com- 
mended the fliadeand pleafant frdhnefs of 
the woods, and obferved, that if his maft 
fef did lofe his wafy, ^d was obliged to 
rtmain here for the night, it could not be 
fo very unlucky, for they could climb up 
among the branches of a chefthut, aftd find 
a more neat and airy lodging than any inft 
had yet afforded thbm. j 

03 • While 
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While Paulo was thus endeavoiifuig to 
make the beft of what might happen, and 
his mafter was funk in reverie, they fudden« 
ly heard the found of inftruments and voices 
from a diftance* The gloom, which die 
trees threw around, -prevented their dif- 
tinguHhing objefts afar off, and not a iingle 
human being was vifibie, nor any trace of 
his art, beneath the fliadowy fcenc They 
liftened to afcertain from what dire£Gda 
the founds approached, and heard a choms^ 
of voices, accompanied by a few inftrd-: 
ments, performing the evening fervice* 

*• We are near a convent, Signor,** faid 
Paulo, ^^ liften! they are at their devo* 
lions/* 

** It is as you fay,** replied Vivaldi; •• and 
we will make the beft of our way towards 
it.'* 

** Well, Signor ! I muft fay, if we find u 
good doings here as we had at the Capu« 
chin's, we fhall tiave no reafon to regret 

our 
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oor beds al-frefco among the cheftnilt 
branches." 

** Do you perceive any walls or fpires be- 
yond the trees V* faid Vivaldi, as he led the 
way. > . 

" None, Signor/* replied Paulo ; **^ yet 
ive draw nearer the founds. Ah, Signor ! 
do you hear that note ? How it dies away 1. 
And thofe inllruments juft touched in fym- 
phony !, This is nof the mufic of peafants; 
a convent muft be near, though we do not 

. Still as they advanced, no walls appeared, 
and foon after the mufic ceafed ; but other 
founds Jed Vivaldi forward to a pleafant 
part -of the woods, where, the trees open- 
ing, he p^ceived a party of pilgrims feated 
on the grafs. They were laughing and 
converfing with much gaiety, as each fpread 
before him the fupper, which he drew from 
his fcrip j while he, who appeared to be the 
Fatber^direilor of the pilgrimage, fat with a 
jovial countenance in the midft of the com^ 
^ 04 panjr. 



pany, difpelifing jokes and meify ftorieffy 
and receiving in return a tribute from every 
fcrip. Wines of various fort* were rang- 
ed before him, of which he drank abund^ 
antly, and feemed not to refufe any dainty 
that was offered. 

Vivaldi, whofe apprehenfions were now 
quieted, ftopped to obfcrvc the groupe, at 
the evening rays, glancing along the ikirts 
of the wood, threw a gleam upon their va^ 
rious countenances^' jDxewxng, however, in 
each a fpirit of gaiety that might have chav 
rafterized the individuals of a party of plea- 
fure, r.ather than fliofe of a pilgrimage 
The Fatber-dihaor ixii his flock filmed 
perfeflJy to, tmdcrftiBid each olSher ; the 
jSuperior willingly tefigised the fotensn ati* 
(terity 6f his officey and permitted the tots^ 
pany to' make themfehrea ad bappy zs pdi^ 
fibte, in dohfidirafion of receiving ploity of 
4he moil delicate of their viands ; yet foni6- 
i|vhat of dignity waa miAgled With his con- 

dcfcenfions, thfet compelled them to receive 

even 



eyett ^lis jojces with a",dqgree of deference^ 
and. perhaps they laughed at them IdTs for 
nlieir fpirit than becaiife they were favors. 

A.ddrefling the Superioi, Vivaldi requeft- 
eatp be direfted how he ipight regain his^ 
wayV The latl^er, examined him for 4 mo.- 
iTieiit tefore h.e replied, ,buf obfefving the* 
elegance of his, drefs, and a certain air. of 
diftiuflion ; ^nd. perceii'ing, alfo, that 
Faulo was his fervajat, . he promifeci "his. fer- 
A^ices, and.ihvitqd hini to take a. feat at his 
righf hand, knd partake of the JTup'per. , 

Vivaldi, tmderftanding that the party 
was. going Jiis road, accepted the invita- 
tion^ .^heh f^aulo, havmg faftened th^ 
hories taa tree, fopn became buly witn the 
fyppef: Whife yiyardi "coiiveried wfth the. 



was the clevereft 'and the merrieft fellow 

f. , •••••.-•«»-.>■'-,'' • 

thet had ivef feen. arid often expreited a 
wilh that he was ffoipg^asjia with tljem a^ 
to tlie ffefine m a convenf oiF Carmelites, 
' . * d 5 which 
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iRfhich terminated their pilgrimage* When 
Vivaldi underftood that this flirine was in 
the church of a convent, partly inhabited 
by nuns, . and that it was little more than 
a league and a half diftant, he determined 
to accompany them, for it was as poffible 
that EUena was confined there as in any 
other cloifter j and of her being imprifoned 
in fome convent, he had . lefs doubt, the 
more he confidered the charaAer and views 
of his mother. He fet.£b2;ward» therefore, 
v/ith the pilgrims, anB oh foot, having re- 
figned his horfe to the weary Fat^er-di- 
redor. 

Darkriefs clofed over them long before 
they reached the village where they defign- 
cd. to pals the night j but they beguiled 
the way with fongs and'ftories, now and 
then, only, flopping at command of the 
Father, to repeat fome prayer or fing a 
hymn. But, as they drew near a. village, 
at the bafe of th^ mountain on which the 
Ihrin^ flood, they' halted to arrange theni- 

9 fclvcs 
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felves in proceflion ; and |hc Sijperka" Jia^^ . 
ing flopped ihort ia the inidft of on$ of 
his beft jokes, difmounted Vivaldi's horfe, . 
placed himfelf at their head, and beginning 
a loud ftrain, they proceeded in full chorus 
of melancholy mufic. 

ITie peafants, hearing their fonorous 
voices, caine- forth to meet and conduft 
them to their cabins. The village was al- 
ready crowded with devotees, but thefe 
• poor peafants, looking up to them with 
love and reverence, made every poffible 
contrivance to accommodate all who came; 
notwithftanding which, when Paulo foon 
after turned into his bed of ftraw, he had 
more reafons than one to regret his cheilnut 
mattrefs. 

Vivaldi pafled an anxious night, waiting 
impatiently for the dawning of that day, 
which might poffibly reftore to him Ellena. 
Confidering that a pilgrim's habit would 
not only conceal him from fufpicion, but 
allow him opportunities for obfervation, 

o 6 which 



which iils own drefs wotfld not permit', he 
einpioyed Paulo to pro^e hfen oite. The 
addreft of 'the fertantv a^Tifted bt afihgle 
ducat, eafily pYocufed iu and at aA esffly 
ho\ir h6 fet fbt\*^ard on Ksr ehquSfyi 
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Bring rofesy vldlefs, arid the cold fnow-drop, 

ibeatztiful in tears, to ftrcw the path^way - 

0£ oiir tsitdlf iiHtOr. i . . . .... i 

jTx few devotees onty had begun to. 
stfccnd the; tnountain, and Vivaldi ke|B: Sloof 
even frbni thefe, ptirfuing a lonely ttack^ 
for his thoughtful niin^ defired f^lkude. - 
The' early breeze fighihg among the foli-' 
age, that waved high over the pathj akd 
the hoUoW ■ dafliingi df diftant 'ifraters^^ he 
lilt^hed to -vi^ith complacency,- for thefe vfrere ' 
Ibtatids which foothed yet protnoted his? 
riidlaiicholy mood ; arid Be fditieflmes reited 
tb gazd upcft^^ the fceilery around him, for 
thistobVas fti'hafniohy with 'the* tenipei^' 
dt his' Mid. Difappbihtmeto had fubdiicd^ 
thff tdlder titetgy of the paflSioris, arid pro* 

12 duced 
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duced a folemn and lofty fta^ of fedmg ; 
he viewed with pleafing iadnels the dark 
rocks and predpices, the gloomy mountains 
and vaft folitudes-, that fpread aromid him ; 
nor was the convent he was approaching 
a lefs iacred feature of the fcene, as its gray 
walks and pinnacles appeared beyond the 
dufky groves. ^^ Ah ! if .it.ihpuld enclofe 
her!*' faid Vivaldi, as he caught a firft 
glimpfeof;its;haIl. " Vain h9pe! I, will not 
invite your illuiions agam, I will not ex*, 
pofe myf^to the agonies of new difsyppoint^- 
ment ; I will fearch, but not e:$peA. Yet, 
if (he fliould be there !'' 

Haying reached the gates.of the convent,. 
he pafled with hafty fteps into . the court ; 
where his emotion encreafed as hepaufed a. 
momient and looked round its filent cloif-^ 
ters. The porter only . appeared, whei^^ 
Vivaldiy fesurful left he £boukl pef^jdve him, 
not to te a pilgrim, drew his hood oyer his, 
ifice, sfnd, gathering up his garments, flill, 
<^er in his, folded arms^ pailed on without 

fpeaking^ 
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fpeaking, though he knew i^ot which of the 
avenues before him led to the Ih'rine, He 
advanced, however, towards the church, a 
ftately edifice, detached, and at fome little 
diftance,; from the other parts 6^ the con- 
yeht. Its highly vaulted aifles, extending in 
twilight perfpeftive, where a monk, or a' 
pilgrim only, now and then crofled, whofe. 
dark figures, pafling without found, vanifh-, 
f d like Shadows ; the umverfal ftillnefs of 
Uie place, the glpm of tapers from the high 
aitair^ and of lamps,' which gave a gloomy 
pomp to every fhrine in the church :— all* 
thefe circumffances confpired to' imprefs a, 
leered awe upon his heart. 

He followed fonpie devotees through a 
fide aide t6 a court, that was overhung ,t>y 
a tremendous rock, in which was a cave, con- 
taining the flirine of our Lady of Mount Car- 
meL This court was enclofed by the rock',' 
and by the choir of tTie church, except that! 
to the fouth a fmall opening led the eye. 
to a gfimpfe of the landfcape below, which, 
feen beyond the dark jaws of the cliff, ap- 

peared 
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p^red free,, and KgH, and gaily cdoufedv 
melting away into the bliie and diftanf* 
mountains* 

• * • -. 

Vivaldi entered the xave, where, enclosed 
within a filigree (clreen pf gol^^lay tl^ linage 
of the faint, decorated ' wk'h ^flowers '.and 
lighted up by innumerable lamps aAd tapers. 
The fteps of the fhrine were thVon^ed with 
kneeling pilgrims, and Vivaldi, to- ' ^yoid 
iingularity, kneeled alfo ; ti^ al^ghp^l or 
the organ, at a diljance, arid the ^ebp voices 
of choirifters ahnounced that the fifH iriafe 
was begun. . He left the cave^ arid, return-- 
ing mfo the church, loitered at an extreriiity 
of the aifles, where he lifteried awliile Xo 
Ha^ folen^l harmony peaEng along tli^ rodfs,^ 
ahd foftening away iri'diftaiiceV It wasTiicli 
fiill and entrancing muuc as ffequeutty 
fwells in theliigh feftivafs of'tne .ISiciliari 
qhurch, and is adaptejl Jfo mfpire tnat^ub-^ 
Ixme erithufi^m* wfiich' lopietmies ^elfcvates* 
its^ difciptcst Vivildi,' imat>le Xo endure 
16ng the' excels of feeling, wmch this har-' 

mony 
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niciiy awakened, was leaving the church, 
when fuddenly it ccafed, and the tcSling of 
a bell founded in its ftead* This feemed to 
be the knd of death, and it occurred to 
faim, that a^ dying peribn was approaching 
to recdve the laft iacrament } wheh he 
head remoiely a warbHng of female voices, 
ihingling with the deeper tonfis of the 
monks, and with the , hollow note of the 
bell, as it ftruck at intervals. So fweetly, 
fo plai&fivdj, did the ftrain grow on the- 
air j tliat tirafe, who lifteried, as well as thofe,> 
who flings were touched with forrow, and' 
feemed. equally to moom fot a depatdng' 
friendr I 

Vivaldi haftbned ta the choir, the ^ve- 
xftent of which was ftrewn tdtb piim»[ 
blanches and fr eih flowers. A paH of black ' 
velvet lay upon the ffieps of the altat, whe:?e; 
feveral priefts were iilently attending. Evefy'' 
where appeared the eniigns of foteinn pomp . 
aAd c^redidnji and fa every countenance 
the ftiHneib and obfervance of es^pe^ation. ' 
/ • ! Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile the founds drew nearer, and 
Vivaldi ]>erceived a procc^pn of nuns ap- 
proaching from a diftant aifle* 

, As they advanced^ he diftinguiihed the 
lady abbefs leading the train^ drdfed in her 
pontifical robes, Tidth the mitre on her head ; 
a;id yell he marked her ftately ftep, mov- 
i|ig ib time to the flow . mmftrelfy, and 
tjie air of proud yet gracefd: dignity, with 
\^hiQh ihe charafbrized herlelf. Then fol- 
lowed the nuns, accordmgtto their fe- 
veral orders, and laft csone the novices^ 
carrying lighted tapers, and furronnded by 
other nuns, who were diflingcdihed.by a 
particular haBit. 

. Haying reached a part of the church ap- 
propriated for thdjr recqrtion, they arranged 
themfelves in order* Vivaldi with a. pal- 
jutating heart enquired the occafion of this 
ceremony, and was told that a nun was 
gping to be profiled. 

" You are informed, no doubt, brother,*' 
added the prior who gave faun diis intelli- 
gence. 
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%inccy ** that on the mormng of our high 
feftival, our lad/% day, it i« uftial for fuch 
as devote themfdves to heaven, to rj^qeiv^ 
the veU. Stand bye a while, and you wXi 
fee the ieremony." v . 

<« What is the name of the novice . who 
is now to receive it?*' feid Vivsadi, in a voice 
whofe ttemiilotts accent* betrayed his eniQ* 
Uon* . ) * ^ 

•Thee friar glanced to: ey« of fcrutiny 
upon hsm^ as.he replied^ ^' Iikii<wr mot.h^ 
name, hixi if you will.ftep a little this way, 
I will point Jier out io you*" 
^^ Viyaldi, drawing his hood pvcr his face, 
obeyed in fdence. : / 

^Jt is fhe on the tight of the.aW?e^,'' 
laid title fti^anger, ^ who leans <m the arm 
of a nun, flie is covered with a white veil, 
and is taller than her companions.'' 
. Vivaldi fcbferved her with a fearful qre, 

and^ though he did not r^ogni^e, th» ppi:- 
ion of Silent, yet^ whether: it w^s that hi^ 
fancy was poffeiTed with her image, or that 

there 



iktte ivas truth in fads formife^ fie though 
Re pefcdved d refetnblance of her* He cn-r 
Quired ht)w long the novice had* refidcd hk 
Ae toi^renty and many^ other |fartkiilara> 
to which the ftranger either condd ndt of^ 
iared not TtjAy^ 

^ ^th what an^dbus fo&i6ide did Vi^' 
THidi efideavottf t6 kxdc tlm>agh the velb* 
ef the feveral nuns in fearch of Elisnai 
HHkom he bellied Ae fiarbarons j[>o}icy of 
Bis ntofhdr niigKJ aOready haive devoited tet 
the cloiftet f With & f6fiGiiiide ffilt^ongerf 
he tried to catcK a glimj>fe of the features of 
th^ Aoink:es, hu# AiAt facet wei^ ftaded by 
hoodS) and their white veils, though thnmit 
^a^bacl:^ tte#e dflpbTedih fncb ai>tail?61ds 
ilhsif they C^ififedklf thcifr iinm'obfervttibn^ 
a^^ffeftvidl^ as ^04 the pendant btwntka 
features of the nuns. 

• ' The cereAony began with the-exhorta* 
tion o^ the Fatber-Abhtf delivered with 
foiemh energy; then th£ novice kneeling 
before him, made her profeffion, for which 

Vivaldi 



l^ivaVfi Menedv^nrith wlte$i£& mmj^^ bat 
it ^vtras deliver^ ia lucb low and trjsmyvig 
accents, that he could uof afo^itain eve^ 
the tone. But jduring the aiM^eiv th^t 
mingled mth il^e lei^fuing part of d]^eXerr 
^dce, he thought he diiUnguifh^ th^ voice 
>of EHepa, ttuuc touching 9lid %y$j[yknowif 
vmce, which in the church of ^^n Lorf^zQ 
4iad fM, attra^d his attention. He lifteor 
^9 icarcely daring to draw breath, left he 
ihould lofe a note $ s^d again he dueled 
iier voice ipoke in a part of the plaintive re« 
fpionfe delivered by the nuns* 

Viyaldi endeavoured to cpnunaad hi^ 
^emotion, and to a>yait with patience foqye 
further unfolding pf the truth} but when 
tile prieft prep^irisd %o withdraw .the y^bap^ 
yeil from the face of the no^ce, ^d throiwr 
the black xme xyvtK hcr> a dreadfi^ ^i*P,^^r 
ation that flie wte Ellena fe^ed* him, and 
he w^th difficulty foiibo^e ftepping fo^ard 
and difcovering himfelf qu this inftant. 

' The 
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The veil was at length withdrawo, : and 
a very lovely face s^peared, but not El- 
lena's. Vivaldi breathed again, and waited 
with tolerable c6mpofure for the concta- 
fion of the ceremony ; tiH, in the folemn 
ftrain that followed the pntting on of the 
black veil, he hieard ag^ the voice,, which 
he was now convinced was her's. Its ac- 
cents were low, and mournftil, and tremu- 
lous, yet his heart acknowledged inftanta* 
neoufly their magic influence. 
- When this ceremony had concluded, 
another began ; and he was told it was that 
of a- noviciation. A young woman, fup- 
ported by two nuns, advanced to the altar, 
and Vivaldi thought he beheld ]l^llena« The 
prieft 'wzs beginning the cuftomary exhort- 
ation, when (he Kftcd her 'tadf-veil, and, 
(hewing a countenance where meek forrow 
was mingled with heavenly fweetnefis, raif- 
ed her blue eyes, all bathed in tears, smd 
waved her hand asjf ffie would have fpoken. 

•-»It was Ellena herfelf. 

The 
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The prieft^ attempted to proceed. 

** I-proteft in the prefence of this coil- 
gregation/' faid (he folemnly, "that fam 
brought hither to pronounce vows which 
my heart difclaims* I proteft*'— 

A conifiifion of voices interrupted her, 
and at the fame inftant fhe perceived Vival^ 
xii ruflung towards the altar. Ellena gazed 
for a moment, and then, ftretching forth 
her fuppKcating hands towards him, clofed 
her eyes, and funk into the arms (^ fome 
perfons round her, who vainly endeavoured 
to prevent him from approaching and af- 

_ * 

fifling . her. The anguifh, with which he 
bent over her lifelefs form, and called upon 
her name, excited the commiferation even 
of the nuns, and efpecially of Olivia, who 
was moft aifiduous in efforts to revive her 
young friend. 

When Ellena unclofed her eyes, and 
looking up, once more beheld Vivaldi, the 
expreffiori, with which fhe regarded him, 
told that her heart was unchanged"^ and 

that 
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that (he was unconfcious of the ipiferiei^ of 
jmprifonment whiLs j^e w^s t^jch ber. She 
de&red to withdraw, and, aflifted by Vival- 
d|ji and Olivia, was leaving the church; 
when the.abbefs ordered that fht Aouid be 
attended by the nuns onlyj and, rictiring 
froija the altar, fhe gave dire£tioQS that the 
young ftranger.ihould be CQi^duded to the 
parlour of the convent. 

Vivaldi, though he rrfufed to obey a^ 
impe wus command, yieldai to :the jentrear 
ties of Ellena, and to the gende ^cemcHi.- 
ilrances of Olivia ; and, bidding EUena fercr 
well for a whife, he repaired to the parlour 
of the abbefs. He was not without fome 
hope of awakening her to >ifeafe of juftice, 
or of pity ; but he found that; her potions 
of right were bexorably agafcft Jum, and 
that pride and refentment ufurped the in- 
fluence of every other feeU^g. She began 
her leifture with esCpreffing the warm friend- 
Ihip flje had. fo long clsefiftfed,for the Mar- 
chefai proceeded to lanvait; that: the jfon of 

a friend, 
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a friend) whom fhe fo highly efteemed) 
fiiould have forgotten his duty to his pa- 
rents, and the lobfervance due to the dig* 
nity of his houfe, fo far as to feek connec-^ 
tion with a pcrfon of Ellena di Rofalba's 
inferior ftation ; and concluded with a fevere 
re^mand for having difturbed the tran* 
quillity of her convent and the decorum of 
the church by his intrufion, 

Vivaldi liftened with fubmitting patience 
to this mention of morals and decorum 
from a perfon, who, with the moil perfcd 
felf^pplaufe, was viokting fome of the 
plaineft obligations of humanity, and juftice; 
who had confpired to tear an orphan from 
her home, and who defigned to deprive her 
for life of liberty, with all the bleffings it 
inherits* But, when fhe proceeded to fpeak 
of Ellena with the cauftic of fevere repro- 
bation, and to hint at the puniihment, which 
her public rejedion of the vows had incur- 
red, the patfence of Vivaldi fubmitted no 
longer; mdignation and contempt rofc. 

VOL, I. p ' high 
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high agamfl: the Superior, and he exhibited 
a portrait of herfelf in the ftrong colours of 
truth. But the mind, which compaffion 
could not perfuade, reafon covld not appal; 
felfifhnefs had hardened it alike to the in- 
fluence of each ; her pride only was affeft- 
cd, and fhe retaliated the mortification fhe 
iiifFered by menace and denunciation. 

Vivaldi, on quitting her apartment, had 
no other refource than an application to 
the Abate^ whbfe/ influence, at leaft, if not 
his authority, might affuage the feverity of 
her power. In this Abate, a mildnefs of 
temper, and a gentlenefs of manner were 
qualities of lefo value than is ufuallj and 
defervedly imputed to them; for, being 
connefted with feeblenefs of mind, they 
were but the pleafing merits of eafy times, 
which in an hour of difficulty never aflum- 
ed the charafter of virtues, by inducing 
him to ferve thofe, for whom he might feel. 
And thus, with a temper and difpofition 
dircftly oppofite to thofe of the fcvct-e and 
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violent abbefs, he was equally felfiflij and 
almoft equally culpable, finca by permiting 
eyil, he was nearly as injurious in his con-^ 
duft as thqfe who planned it. Indolence, 
and timidity, a timidity the confequence of 
^ant of clear perception, deprived him o£ 
2^1 energy of charafter} he was prudent 
rather than wife, and fo fearful of being 
thought to do wrong that he feldom did right* 
To Vivaldi's temperate r«prefentations 
and earnefl entreaties that he would exert 
fom^ ^iUthority towards liberating Ellena, 
he liftenedwithpatiei\ce; acknowledged the 
hardfliips of her lituation; lamented the un- 
happy divifions between Vivaldi aiid his 
family, and then declined advancing a 
ftngle ftep '}n fQ deUc^- an affair. Signora- 
(U RQialba^. he, faid^ was in the carp of the 
abbefs, over whom he had^tio; right of con- 
trol in matters . relative, to -her domeftic 
Qonc^rns. Viya^i thea fwppljcaRe^, that, 
though heppfleifed no ajixthorityi^ he-wpuld> . 
at le^» l9t^cede;or revoAftrat;e -^g^inft fo- 
^' : . p 2 unjuft 
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unjuft a procedure as that of detaining EI** 
lena a prifoner, and affift in reftoring her 
to the home, from which (he had been for- 
cibly carried. 

" And this, again," replied the Abate, 
^ does not come within my jurifdi^on ; 
and I make it a rule never-to encroach upon 
that of another perfon." 

** And can you endure, holy father," 
faid Vivaldi, ** to witnefs a flagrant aft of 
injuflice and not endeavour to counteraft 
it ? not even ftep forward to refcue the vic- 
tim when you perceive the preparation for 
the facrifice ?'* 

*' I repeat, that I never interfere with 
the authority of others," replied the Supe- 
rbr ; " having afleited my own, I yield to 
them in their fphere, the obedience which 
I require in mine." 

" Is power then," faid Vivaldi, «* the in- 
fallible, teft of juftice ? Is it morality td 
obey where die command is criminal f The 
whole world have acclaim upon the forti*^ 

tude. 



tude, the aAive fortitude of thofe who are 
placed as you are, between the alternative 
of confirming a wrong by your confent, or 
preventing it by your refiftance. Would 
that your heart expanded towards that 
world, reverend father !'* 

** Would that the whole world were 
wrong that you might have the glory of 
fettmg k right!*' faid the Abate, fmiling^ 
•♦ Young man ! fon are an enthufiaft, and 
1 pardon you# You are a knight of chi- 
valry, who would go about the earth fight- 
ing with every body by way of proving 
your right to do good 5 it is unfortunate 
that yditt are born fomewhat too l:ate/* 
' "Enthufiafm in the caufe of humanity"— 
faid Vivaldi,: but he ^checked himfelf ; and 
defpairing of touching a heart fo hardened 
by felfifli prudence, and indignant at be- 
holding an apathy fo vicious in its confe- 
quence, he left the Abate without other et 
fort. He perceived that^he muft now have re- 
courfe to further ftratagem, a recourfe which 
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his fvatik nnd* noble mind detefted, but he 
Iiad ahead/ tried, without fuccefs, every 
other poffibility of refciiing the innocent vic^ 
tim of .the. Marchefa's prejudice and pride. - 
Ellena meanwhile had retired to her cell> 

* agitated by a variety of conrfiderations, and 
contrary emotions, . of which, however, 
thofe of joy and tendernefo -were- long 
predominant. Then came aniciety, •appro* 

1 henfion, pride^ ^d doubt, to divide, and 
torture her heart. It was tr^ that Vivaldi 
had difcovered her prifon, but, if.it were 
poiOble, that he could releafe her, Soer rouift 
confent to quit it with him } a-ftep from 
which a mindfo tremblingly jes^ous of prOf 
priety as hers, recoikd \¥ith alarm, though 
it would deliver her from captivity. And 
how, when ihe confidered the haughty 
charafter of the Mar<:hefe- di Vivaldi, the 
imperious and vindi^ve nature of tl^ 
ftlarchefa, and, flill more, their united repugr 
nance to a conneflipn t^th her, how could 
ihe endure to think^ even for a moment, of 
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uitruding heffelf ii;it6 fuch k family ! Pride^ 
delicacy, good fenfe feemed to warn her 
againil acondud: fo humiliating and vexa- 
tious in its confequences, and to exhort her to ' 
preferve her own dignity by independence ; 
but the efteem, the friendfhip, the tender af-. 
feftion, which flie had cherijfhed for Vivaldi, 
made her paufe, and (brink with emotions^ 
of little lefs than horror, from the eternal 
yimmlciation, which fo dignified a choice* 
required* Though the encouragementj^ 
wtuch her deceafed relative had given to 
this attachment, feemed to impart to it % 
fiiered chaxafter, that confiderably footbedt 
tibe akurmcd ddicacy of £Uena, the appro^ 
bation thus implied, had no power to filenqe 
her own x>bje£lioas, and fhe would have 
regretted the miftaken zeal, which had con-i 
tributed to lead her into the prefent diftreflf-^ 
ing fituation, had f|ie revered the memory 
of her aunt, or loved Vivaldi, lefs. Still, 
however, the joy, which his prefence had 
occafioned, and which the confcioufhelkr 
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that he vrzt ftill near her had prolonged^ 
was not fubdued, though it was frequently^ 
obfcured, by fuch anxious confiderations* 
With jealous and indifcreet folicitude, flic 
now recoUe&ed every look, «id the accent 
of every word, which had told that his afFec* 
tion was undiminiihed, thus feeking, with 
iiKonfiftent zeal, foar a convidion of the 
very tendemefs, which but a moment before 
ihe had thought it would be prudent to la- 
ment, and almoft neceflary to renounce. 

She awaited with extreme anxiety the ap« 
pearance of Olivia, who might probably 
know the refult of Vivaldi's conference 
with the abbefs, and whether he was yet io 
the convent. 

In the evening Olivia came, a meffengcr 
of evil ; and Ellena, informed of the con« 
dud of the abbefs, and the confequent de- 
parture of Vivaldi, perceived all her 
courage^ and all the half-^formed ref^lutions, 
which a confideration of his fiimily had 
liiggefled, faulter and expire. Seniible.. 
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only of grief and defpondency, flic afcer- 
tained, for the firft time, the extent of 
her affedUon and. the feverity of her fitua- 
tion. She perceived, alfo, that the inju&ica, 
which liis family had exerdfed toMfards her^ 
abfoived her from all confideratioh of 
their difpleafure, otherwife than as it migh( 
a£Fe A herfelf ; . but this was a oHivi^on, 
which, it: were now probably ufeleis to admit.. 
Olivia not only ti^^reSed the tendereft 
intereft in her welfarcj but feemed* deeply 
affeded with her fituittion;* and, whether 
it. wa9^ that tMe nun's misfortunes bore foma 
refemblance to Ellena's, or from, whatever 
ca^fe^ it is remarkable ^'that har eye^ were 
eften^ filled, with tears, while (he- r^rded: 
her young fiiend, and (he betrayed fo much 
emotion that Ellena noticed it with furprife. 
She was, however, too delicate to hint any 
euriofity on the fubjed ; and too^muchen-- 
gaged by a nearer intereft, to dwell long 
upon the circumftance. 
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When Olivia withdrew, Ell^a retired 
to her turret, to foothe her fpirits wth a view 
of ferene and majeftic nature, a recourfe 
which feldom £dled to elevate her mind and 
foften the afperities of afflidion. It was to 
her like fweet and foienm mufic, breathing 
pe^ce over tlxe foul<— j&e the oaten ftop of 
3Milton's Spirit, 

<< Who with his (oft pipe, and fionooth-dittied, fong, 
- Well knew to ftjU* the wild wind* when they roar 
And huftx the. waving woods." • . ^ • 

While ihe fat before a window, obferving 
the evening light beaming up the valleys 
and touching all the diftant mountains with 
mifty purple, a reed as fweet, though ]>ot aa 
&ncifiil, founded from among the r^>cka 
below. The inftrument amd the charader 
of the ftrain were fuch as ihe had been un^ 
accuftoiHed to hear within the walls of San 
Stefano, and the tone diffufed over her j^ita. 
a pleafmg melancholy, that rapt all hor ar«* 
tention. The liquid cadence, as it trembled; 
and funk away, feemed t© tell the dejedion 

of 



( 3^3 ) 

' Qf no vulgar feelings, and the e^quifite tafte, 
"with which the complaining notea weiis 
again fwelled, almoft convinced her, that 
tixt mufician wa$ Vivaldi* 

On looking from the lattice, flie perccivF 
ipd a perfon perched on^a point of the cliff b^ 
low, whither it appeared almoft impradicable 
for any human ftep to have climbed, and pre^- 
ferved from the precipice only by fome dwarf 
ihrubs that fringed the brow. The twilight 
did not perznit her inlmedlatdy to afcertai« 
whether it \^as Vivaldi, and the fituatioa 
was Ho dangerous that flie hoped it was not 
be. Her doubts w^re removed, when, look** 
ing up, he perceived EUetia, lan^ ihe heard 
bis.voiGe. . . .. 5 .,,•..■. : : 

Vivaldi had learned from/^ lay4xrother of 
the conveni!, . wh6m Paulo 'hftd bribed^ atid 
who, when he worked in tht garden^ h^ 
ibmeiimcfi feen !ElkiU at the .window^ that 
ihe frequentiod this remote tuiiret i abd^ at 
the hazard of his life, he had now ventured 
thither, with a hope of converfmg with her.^ 
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Ellena, alarmed at his tremendous iitua^ 
tion, refufed to liilen tohim^ but he TVDuld 
not leave the fpot till he had cqmmunicat* 
cd a plan concerted for her efcape, and, 
entreating that (he would confide herfelf to 
his care, aiTured her (he would be conducted 
wherever flie judged proper* It appeared 
that the brother had confented to affift his 
views, in coniideratioh of an ample reward, 
and to admit him within the ^walls on this 
evening, when, in his pilgrim's habit, he 
might have an opportunity of again fedng 
EUena. He conjured her to attend, if po£- 
fible, in the convent parlour during fupper, 
explaining, in a few words, the motive for 
this requeft, and the fubftance of the fol- 
lowing particulars : 

The Lady-abbefs, in obfervaace of the 
Cttftom upon high feilivals, gave a coHation 
to rhePadre'^batey and fuch of the priefts 
as had aflifted at the vefper^rvice. Aftw 
ftrangers of diflinftion and pilgrims were 
alio to partake of the entertainmoots of 
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this night, among which was included) 'a. 
concert to be performed by the nunsr. . At 
the collation was to be diiplayed a profu- 
fion of delicacies, arranged by the fifters^ 
^ho had been bufy in preparix^ the paftry 
smd confedionary during feveral days, and 
who excelled in tbeCe articles no^ left than 
in embroidefy and othef kigenious arts; 
Hiis flipper was to be given in the abbefs's 
outer parlour, while (he herfelf, attended 
by fome nuns ef high rank, and a few fa^ 
Tourites, was to have a table in the inner 
apartment, where, feparated only by the 
grate, ihe could partake of the conveziation 
lof the holy fathers; The tables were to be 
(^lamented with artificial flowers, and a 
variety of c^her £anci£il devices upon which* 
the ingenuity of th^ fifters had been long 
empbyed,, who prepared for thefe fef- 
tfvals wkh as much vsoiity, and expe^ed' 
them to diffipate the gloomy monotony of 
thetr ufuai life, whh as much eagemefs; of 
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.delight, as a young beauty antkipatei a firft 
baU. 

On this erenmg, therefore, every inemi- 
bcr of the convent would be engaged either 
by amufement or bufinds, and to Vivaldx^ 
who had^ been careful to inform . himfelf of 
thefe circumftances, it would be eafy^ with 
the afliftance of the brother, to obtain ad* 
niittance^ and mingle' himfelf among th& 
fpe&ators, difguifed in his pilgrim's habit« 
He entreated, therefore, that ElJlena would 
contrive .to be in the al>befs's i apartment 
this evening, when he .would endeavour to 
convey to her fome further particulars of 
the plan c£ eftape, and would have mules 
in watting at the foot of the. mountain, to 
coiiduft her to the villa Akieri, or taxha 
neighbouring convent, of the Santa dellia 
Pieta. Vivaldi fecretly hoped that fiie might 
be prevailed with to give him her hand on 
quitting San Ste£mo, butiie forbore to 
mention this.hope, left itifhould be nyiil-akcfni 
for a condition^ and that EUena might 
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^ be ekher relu£hnt to accept his affiftance, 
or, accepting it, might confider herfelf 
bound to grant a hafty confent. 

To his mention of efcape flie liftened 
with varying emotion ; at one mom^it af- 
tending to it with hope and joy 5 as promis- 
ing her only chance of liberation from an 
imprifonment, which was probably intend^- 
ed to laft for her life, and of reftoring her 
to Vivaldi ; and at another, recoiling from 
the thought of departing with* him, while 
his family was fo decidedly averfe* to their 
marriage. Thus, unable to form any im 
ftant refolution on the fubjeft, and entreat- 
ing that he would leave his dangerous fta- 
tion before the thickening twilight Ihould 
dncreafe the hazard of his defcent, EHena 
added, that fhe would endeavour to obtain 
admittance to the apartment of the abbefs,' 
and to acquaint him with her final deter- 
mination. Vivaldi underftood all the de- 
licacy of her fcruples^ and though they- 
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afflicted hitn, he honoured the good fenfe 
and ]uft pride that fu^efted thenu 

He lingered on the rock till the lad niq^ 
xnents ofdepsurting light, and then, with a 
heart fluttering with Jiopes and fears, bade 
Ellena farewel,, and defcended ; while fhe 
watched his progreis through the flleot 
gloom, Edntly diflinguifliing him gliding 
along ledges of the precipice, and making 
his adventurous way from cliff to cliff, till 
the winding thickets concealed him from 
her view.. Still anxious, fhe remained at 
the lattice, but he appeared, no more ; no 
voice- announced difafter ;, and, at lengthy 
(he returned to her cell, to deliberate on the 
fubjeA of her departure^ 

Her confideradons were, intem^tad by. 
Olivia, whofe manner indicated fomething. 
extraordinary ; the ufual tranquillity o£her< 
coimtenance was gone, and. an air of grief- 
mingled with apprehenfion appeared there- 
Before ihe fpokej^^lhe ^examined the pa^ge 
and looked round the cell. ^^ It ,is as I 
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feared/* faid (he abruptly; ** my fufpJcion* 
are juflified, and you, my child, are facri* 
ficed, unlefs it were poffible for you to quit 
the convent this night." 
. " What is it that you mean ?" faid the 
alarmed EUena. 

" I have juft learned,'^ refumed the nun^ 
** that your conduQ: this morning, which i$ 
underftood to have thrown a premeditated 
infult upon the abbefs, is to be punifhed 
with what they call imprifomnent ; ala« ! 
vhy ihould I foften the truth, — with what 
I believe is death itfelf, for who ever re* 
turned alive from (hat hideous chamber !'* 
. ^ With death!" faid EUena, aghaft; 
<^ Oh, heavens ! how have I defierved 
death ?" 

** That is not the queftion, my daughter^ 
but how you may avoid it. Within the 
deepeft receifes of our convent ,^ is a ftone 
chamber, fecured by doors of iron, to 
which fuch of the. (ifterhood as have been 
guilty of any heinous, offigice have, from 
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time to time, been configncd. This con- 
demnation admits of no reprieve ; the un- 
fortunate captive is left to languifh in chains 
and darknefs, receiving only an allowance 
of bread and water juft fuflScient to pro- 
long her fufferings, till nature, at lengthy- 
fihking under -their intolerable, prcffure, 
obtains refuge in death* Our records re- 
late feveral inftances of fuch horrible puniih^ 
ment, which has generally been infliAed 
upon nttns, who, weary of the Hife which 
they have chofen under the lirft delufions^ 
of the imagination, or which they have been? 
co'mpdled to accept by the rigour or av^ 
rice of parents, have beea deteSied in-efcap* 
iiig &om the convent/^' ' 

The nun paufed, but EUena rerhamingi 
wn^tinfilentthought^iherefutned: "Otie 
miserable inftance of this ieverky has oc*^' 
curred within my memory • I few the 
wretched viftim. enter' that s^rtment— 
never more to quit it alive! I faw, alfo, 
her poor remains laid at reft in the convent 
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garden ! During nearly two years fhe laa- 
guifhed upon a bed of ftraw, denied even 
the poor confolation of converfing through 
the grate with fuch of the fifter$ as pitied 
her ; and who of us was there that did not 
pity her ! A fevere puniihment was threat- 
ened to thofe, who fliould approach with 
any compailionate intention ; thank God ! I 
mdufed it, and I endured it, alfo, with fe- 
cfet triumph/' 

A gleam of £itisfadk>ii pafled over Oli- 
via's countenance as Ihe fpoke this; it was the 
fweeteft that Ellena had ever obferved there* 
With a fympathetic emotion, flie threw her-- 
ielf cm the bofbm of the nto, and wept ; 
for fome ixjoments they were both filent^ 
OMvia, at length faid, ** Do you not be- 
lieve, my child^ that the officious and of« 
feoded abbefs will rcd/dilj fdze upon the 
drcumibmce of your difobedience, ^ a pre- 
tence for confining yon in that fatal cham*« 
ber i The wifhes of the Marchefa will thua 
furely be vaccompUflied, without the diffi- 
culty 
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culty of exacting your obedience to the 
vows. Alas ! I have received proof too 
abfolute of her intention, and that to-mor^ 
row is afligned as the day of your facrifxce; 
you may, perhaps, be thankful that the 
bufinefs of the feftivri has obliged her to 
defer executing the fentence even till to. 
morrow/* 

Ellena replied only with a groan, as her 
head ftill drooped upon the flioulder of 
tlie nun J ihe was not now hefitating whether 
to accept the afliftance of Vivaldi, but de- 
fponding left his iitmtoft efforts for her de* 
liverance iliould be vain. 

Olivia, who miftook the caufe of her 
filence, added, *^ Other hints I coold give, 
which are ftrong as they are dteadful; buC 
I will forbear. Teli me how it is poffible 
I may^ailift you ; I am willing to incur a 
fecond punifliment, in endeavouring to re» 
lieve a fecond fiifferer/' 

EUena's tears flowed faft at this new m* 
fiance of the nun*s generofity. ** fiut if 

they 
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they fliould difcover you in aflifting me to 
leave the convent," fliefaid^ in a voice con- 
vuUed bf her gratitude,—*" OI if they 
fhottid difcover you !'*-*—• 

" I can afcertain the puniihment," Olivia 
reptied with firmneis, " and do not fear to 



meet it/* 



u 



How nobly generous this is !*' faid the 
weeping EUena; " I ought not to fuffer you 
to be thus carelefs of yourfelf !'* 

** My conduA is not wholly difintereft- 
cd," the nun modeftiy replied ; " for I 
thkik i could endure any' puniihment with 
more fortitude than the fickening anguifh 
of beholding fuch fufiering asl have wit^ 
neflM* What are bodily pains in coihpa- 
rifon with the fubtle, the exquifite torturer 
of the mind ! Heaven knows I can fupport 
my own afflidions, but not the view of 
thofe of others when they are exceffive. 
The infbuments of torture I believe I could 
endure, if my fpirit was invigorated with 
the Confcioufnefs of a generous purpofe ; 

13 but 
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but pity touches, upon a nerve. that vArates 
ijiftantly to the heart, andfuhdues refiftance* 
Yes, my (jhUd-, the agony of pity is keener 
than any other, except that of remorfe, and 
e^en in temariej it is, perhaps, the ming- 
ling unavailing pity, that points the fling. 
But, while I am indulging this egotifm, 1 
am, perhaps, ind'eafing your danger of the 
fuffering I deprecate/' 

EUena, thus encouraged by the generous 
fympathy of Olivia, mentioned -Vivaldi's 
purpofed vifit of this everung ; and con* 
jTulted with her on the probability of 
procuring admittance for herfelf to the 
abbefs's parlour. Reanimated by this 
intelligence, Olivia advifed her to repair 
hot only to the fupper-room, biit to attend 
the previous concert, to which feveral 
{trangers would be aUmitted, among whom 
might prpbably be Vivaldi, When to this, 
EUena obje&ed her dread of the abbefs's 
obfervltion, and of the immediate fedufion 
that would follow, Olivia foothed her fears 
8 ^ of 
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ef difcovery, by offering her the difgulfc 
of a nun's veil, and promifing not only to 
conduft her to theapartment^but to afford 
her every poffible afEftance towards . het 
efcape* 

** Among the crovd of iiun$» who will 
attend in th^t fpiteious apartment," Olivia 
added, " it is improbable you would be 
diftinguiflied, even if the fifters were, left 
occupied by amufement, and the abbefs 
were at leifure to fcrutinize; As it is, you 
will hazard little danger of difcovery ; the 
Superior, if flie thinks of you at all, will 
believe that you are ftill a prifoner in your 
cell, but this is an evening of too much im- 
portance to her vanity, for any confidera- 
tion, diftinft from, that emotion, to divide 
her attention. Let hope, therefore, fupport 
you, my child, and do you prepare a few 
lines to acquaint Vivaldi with your confent 
to his pi:opofal, and with the urgency of 
your circumftances } you may, perhaps, 

find 
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find an opportunity of conveying them 
through the grate." 

They were ftill converfing on this fub* 
je£t, when a particular chime founded^ 
which Olivia faid fummoned the nuns to 
the concert*rdom ; and fhe immediately 
haftened for a black veil, while EUena 
wrote the few lines that were necefTary for 
Vivaldi. 
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